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T  H  E 

PREFACE, 


T  may  be  needlefs  to  acquaint 
the  Reader  why  the  follow¬ 
ing  Sheets  are  published  at 
this  Time,  we  being  all  but 
too  juJHy  apprifed  of  the 
Banger  there  may  be,  of  wanting  thofe 
Helps,  which  are  here  intended  to  be  fup~ 

pited,  as  far  as  fuch  Means  as  thefe  cast 
do  it. 

THE  Treatife  of  Dr.  Hodges  con¬ 
tains  the  heft  Account  of  the  late  Vifitatiori 
fy  a  Hague  here  in  England,  of  any  hi . 

thsrt & 
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therto  extant  ;  and  though  fome  Readers 
may  indeed  cbflerve ,  that  the  Enthufiaflick 
Strain  of  the  preceeding  Times  very  much 
hurts  his  Style  and  Perspicuity ;  fuch  an 
Influence  had  the  Spirit  of  Delufion  even 
over  Matters  of  Science :  However ,  the 
rtoofi  affected  Peculiarities  and  Luxuriances 
of  that  kind  are  here  avoided ; 

W  HA  T  is  hereunto  added 3  hath  been 
partly  extracted  from  Papers  wrote  fome  Tears 
ago,  and  partly  put  together  fnce  our  prefent 
jtpprehenfions  from  Abroad .  The  Enumer ac¬ 
tion  of  fo  many  Caufes  of  a  Peflilence7  or 
like  Changes,  as  have  no  Relation  to  the 
prefent  Cafe ,  may  to  fome  perhaps  feem 

Juperfluous ;  but  my  Deftgn  hereby ,  was  only 
the  better  to  inculcate  a  right  Vnderflanding 
of  a  Contagion,  which  is  the  lafl  Confix 
(fuencej  and  higkeft  Degree  of  Aggravation 
they  are  capable  of  riflng  to ;  and  gradually 
to  lead  Per  fins ,  not  well  accuftomed  to  fuch 
Matters,  from  the  more  obvious ,  to  the  more 
fecret  Means  of  bringing  fuch  terrible  Chan¬ 
ges  into  cur  Conflitutions * 


WHAT 


The  PREFACE. 


W H AT  relates  to  fucb  precautionary 
Means  for  our  Security  again fl  the  prefent 
Inf eB  ion  now  Abroad ,  as  concern  the  Magi - 
firate ,  1  have  prefumed  to  fay  but  very 
little  to  ;  becaufe  I  underfand  fuch  Inf  ructi¬ 
ons  are  now  waited  for  from  a  very  great 
and  able  Phyfcian :  Buty  with  Submiffion 
to  the  wijef ,  1  cannot  bfit  repeat  it 
here  again ,  that  no  humane  Means  feems 
more  abfolutely  neceffary ,  than  to  remove  the 
Inf e Bed  immediately  upon  their  Seizure^ 
out  of  dll  great  Towns ,  and  provide  for 
their  due  Support  in  all  Things ,  in  open 
Lountry  Places ,  for  the  Difemper  becomes 
not  infectious  till  feme  Time  after  Seizure . 

AS  for  what  every  Perfon  may  do  for 
his  private  Safety ,  I  have  given  fever  al 
additional  Hints ,  either  fuller  or  plainer 
than  Dr-  Hodges  hath  done ,  And  becaufe 
his  Antidotes  and  precautionary  Medicines 
are  now  cbfolete ,  and  not  by  much  fo  elegant 
or  eafie  to  be  procured ,  as  the  prefent  Pra~ 
Bice  and  Shops  do  fupply ,  I  have  added  fome 
Formulae,  to  he  complied  with ,  or  altered f 
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as  different  Exigencies,  and  better  Judges 
may  think  ft.  . 

1 F  the  Reader  fhould  be  curious  enough 
to  note  any  Incorrefitneffes  of  Style,  or  Ty¬ 
pographical  Errors,  he  is  defired  to  excufe 
them,  from  the  great  Hurry  which  the fe  Sheets 
paffed  through  the  Preff  in,  although  then 
hath  been  as  much  Care  taken  to  prevent 
either,  as  fo  much  Hajl  with  which  they  were 
ceiled  for  would  admit  of 

i  :  ■  *  '  ?■  '  ■  *:■ 
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ACCOUNT, 


Section  i* 

:  ■  -'\V 

Of  the  Rije  and  Progref  of  the  late 
P  i4 A  G  a  £.  \  , 

w  i  v*  •[ 

*  * 

H  E  Plague  which  we  .are  now 
to  give  an  Account  of,  dif- 
covered  the  Beginnings  of  its 
future  Cruelties,  about  the 
Clofe  of  the  Year  1664.  b  f°r 
at  that  Seafon  two  or  three  Perfons  died 
Hidden  ly  in  one  Family  at  Weftminfier ,  at- 

B  tended 
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tended  with  like  Symptoms,  that  mani- 
feftly  declared  their  Origin :  Hereupon 
fome  timerous  Neighbours,  under  Appre- 
henftons  of  a  Contagion,  removed  into  the 
City  of  London ,  who  unfortunately  carried 
along  with  them  the  peftilential  Taint } 
whereby  that  Difeafe,  which  was  before 
in  its  Infancy,  in  a  Family  or  two,  fud- 
denfy  got  Strength,  and  fpread  Abroad 
its  fatal  Poifons  *  and  meerly  for  Want  of 
confining  the  Perfcns  firft  leized  with  it, 
the  whole  City  was  in  a  little  Time  irre¬ 
coverably  infefled.  Not  unlike  what  hap¬ 
pened  the  Year  following,  when  a  fmall 
Spark,  from  an  unknown  Caufe,  for  Want 
of  timely  Care,  increafed  to  fuch  a  Flame, 
that  neither  the  Tears  of  the  People,  nor 
the  Profuflon  of  their  Thames,  could  ex- 
tinguiih  ^  and  which  laid  Waft  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  City  in  three  Days  Time : 
And  therefore  as  there  happens  to  be 
no  great  Difference  between  thefe  two 
grievous  Calamities,  this  Mention  of  them 
together  may  not  be  improper  ^  and  the 
more  efpecially,  becaufe  by  a  like  irrefift- 
able  Fate  from  a  Fever  and  a  Conflagra¬ 
tion,  both  the  Inhabitants  and  their  Houles 
were  reduc’d  to  Allies. 


BUT 
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BUT  as  foon  as  it  was  rumoured 
inongft  the  common  People,  who  are 
always  enough  aftonifhed,  at  any  Thing 
new,  that  the  Plague  was  in  the  City, 
it  is  impoffible  to  relate  what  Accounts 
were  fpread  of  its  Fatality,  and  well  were 
it,  had  not  the  Prefages  been  fo  ominous  • 
every  one  predicted  its  future  Devaluations, 
and  they  terrified  each  other  with  Re- 
membrances  of  a  former  Peftilence  •  for 
it  was  a  received  Notion  amongil  the 
common  People,  that  the  Plague  vifited 
'England  once  in  Twenty  Years ;  as  if  after 
a  certain  Interval,  by  fome  inevitable  Ne- 
ceffity,  it  muft  return  again*  But  although 
this  Conceit,  how  well  foever  juftify5d  by 
paft  Experiences,  did  not  fo  much  obtain 
with  Perfons  of  more  Judgment,  yet  this 
may  be  affirmed,  that  it  greatly  contri¬ 
buted,  amongfi  the  Populace,  both  to  pro¬ 
pagate  and  inflame  the  Contagion,  by  the 
flrong  Impreffions  it  made  upon  their 
Minds* 

.1  ^ 

AND  thefe  frightful  Apprehenfions  were 
not  a  little  increafed  by  the  Predictions 
of  Aftrologers,  from  the  Conjunctions  of 
Stars,  and  the  Appearances  of  Comets  7 

B  2  for 
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for  although  but  little  Regard  was  given 
to  fuch  Things  by  Perfons  of  Thought, 
yet  Experience  daily  Ihewed,  what  Influ¬ 
ence  they  had  with  the  meaner  Sort,  whole 
Spirits  being  manifeflly  funk  by  fuch  Fears, 
rendered  their  Conflitutions  lefs  able  to 

>  '  '  '  ,  f  r  =*.  •  '  .  *  •  *>  > 

refill  the  Contagion,  Whofoever  duly  con- 
liders  it,  can  never  imagine  that  this  Pefti- 
lence  had  its  Origin  from  any  Conjunction 
of  Saturn  and  Jupiter  in  Sagitarlm  on  the 
Tenth  of  Ollober ,  or  from  a  Conjunction  of 
Saturn  and  Mars  in  the  fame  Sign  on  the 
Twelfth  of '  November,  which  was  the  com¬ 
mon  Opinion ;  for  all  the  Good  that  happens 
during  the  like  Conjunctions  is  a  Arguable  to 
the  fame  Caufes^ 

T  H  E  like  Judgment  is  to  be  made  of 
Comets,  how  terrible  Ibever  they  may  be 
in  their  Afpe&s,  and  whether  they  are 
produced  in  the  higher  Regions  from  a 
Conglomeration  of  many  Stars,  and  return¬ 
ing  at  certain  Periods  ;  or  whether  they 
are  lower,  and  the  Production  of  liilphn- 
reous  Exhalations,  kindled  in  our  own 
Atmofjphere  •  For  there  is  nothing  Arrange 
in  the  Accenlion  of  heterogeneous  Particles 
into  a  Fiarne,  upon  their  rapid  Occurlions 
and  Gollifions  again.lt  each  other,  howfoever 

terrible 


of  the  ^Plague  in  1 66  ^  See .  5 

terrible  the  Tracks  of  fuch  Light  may  be 
circumftancecl  The  People  therefore  were 
fright ned  without  Reafon  at  fuch  Things, 
and  the  Mifchief  was  much  more  in  the 
PredifHons  of  the  Star-Gazers,  than  in 
the  Stars  thernfelves :  Nothing  could  how¬ 
ever  conquer  the fe  fad  Impreffions,  fo 
powerful  were  they  amongh  the  Populace, 
who  anticipated  their  unhappy  Fate  with 

i 

their  Fears,  and  prefipitated  their  own 
Definition* 

*3  .  % 

BUT  to  pafs  by  Things  of  lefs  Mo¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  a  very 
hard  Froft  fet  in  on  December ,  which  con¬ 
tinued  three  Months,  and  feemed  greatly 
to  deaden  the  Contagion,  and  very  few 
died  during  that  Seafon  *  although  even 
then  it  was  not  extkiguiihed,  for  in  the 
Middle  of  Chnftmas  Holy-Days,  I  was  called 
to  a  Young-Man  in  a  Fever,  who  after 
two  Days  Courle  of  Alexiterial  Medicines, 
had  two  Rifings  about  the  Bignefs  of  a 
Nutmeg  broke  out,  one  on  each  Thigh 
upon  Examination  of  which,  1  foon  diF 
covered  the  Malignity,  both  from  their 
black  Hue,  and  the  Circle  round  them, 
and  pronounced  it  to  be  the  Plague ;  in 
which  Opinion  I  was  afterwards  confirmed 

B  3  by 
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by  fubfequent  Symptoms,  although  by  God’s 
Bleiling  the  Patient  recovered. 

i  ’*  ■  ••  i 

THIS  Cafe  I  infert,  both  to  ftiew  that 
this  Seafon  did  not  wholly  deftroy  the 
Diftemper,  although  it  greatly  retrained 
it;  but  upon  theFroft  breaking,  the  Con¬ 
tagion  got  Ground,  and  gradually  got  out 
of  its  Confinements ;  like  a  Flame  that 
for  fo me  Time  leems  fmother’d,  and  fud- 
denly  breaks  out  with  aggravated  Fury. 

AS  loon  as  the  Ma  gift  racy,  to  whom 
belonged  the  publick  Care,  faw  how  the 
Contagion  daily  increafed,  and  had  now 
extended  it  felf  to  feveral  Parities,  an 
Order  was  immediately  iffued  out  to  ihut 
up  all  the' inferred  Boufes, ’  that  neither 
Relations  nor  Acquaintance  might  unwarily 
receive  it  From  them,  and  to  keep  the 
infefted  from  carrying  it  about  with 
them.  •  -  •  '  o  . 

f  -  .V  v  r 

)•  , 

BUT  whether  this  Method  proved  of 
Service  or  not,  is  to  this  Day  doubt fuL  and 
much  difputed ;  but  it  is  my  Bufmefs  here 
however  to  adhere  to  Fa&s,  and  relate 
the  Arguments  on  both  Sides  with  all  poftible 
Impartiality,  ■  " 
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IN  Order  w  hereunto,  it  is  to  be  obferv’d, 
that  a  Law  was  made  for  marking  the 
Houfes  of  infeHed  Perfons  with  a  Red 
Crofs,  hawing  with  it  this  Subfcriptkm, 
LORD  HAVE  MERCY  UPON  US: 
And  that  a  Guard  fhould  there  continually 
attend,  bpth  to  hand  to  the  Sick  the  Ne» 
ceffaries  of  Food  and  Medkinp,  and  to 
retrain  them  from  coming  Abroad  until 
Forty  Days  after  their  Recovery,  But 
although  the  Lord  Mayor  and  all  inferior 
Officers  readily  and  effectually  put  thefe 
Orders  in  Execution,  yet  it  was  to  no 
Purpofe,  for  the  Plague  more  and  more 
increafed  ^  and  the  Conffernation  of  thofe 
who  were  thus  feparated  frorp  all  Society, 
unlefs  with  the  infefled,  was  inexpreffible 
and  the  difmai  Apprehensions  it  laid  them 
under,  made  them  but  an  eafier  Prey  to 
the  devouring  Enemy.  And  this  Seclufion 
was  on  this  Account  much  the  more  in¬ 
tolerable,  that  if  a  freffi  Perfon  was  feized 
in  the  fame  Houle  but  a  Day  before  ano¬ 
ther  had  fmifhed  the  Qu.arentine,  it  was  tq 
be  performed  over  again*  which ' occafiorfd 
Rich  tedious  Confinements  of  Pick  and  well 
together,  that  fometimes  can  fed  the  LpR 
of  the  whole. 

R  4  B  U  T 
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BUT  what  greatly  contributed  to  the 
Lofs  of  People  thus  fhut  up,  was  the 
wicked  Practices  of  Nurfes  (for  they  are 
not  to  be  mention’d  but  in  the  mofi:  bitter 
Terms)  :  Thefe  Wretches,  out  of  Greedi- 

4  '  J 

nefs  to  plunder  the  Dead-  would  ilrangle 
their  Patients,  and  charge  it  to  the  Di- 
hem  per  in  their  Throats  ;  others  would 
fecretly  convey  the  peftilential  Taint  from 
Sores  of  the  inferied  to  thofe  who  were  well  y 
and  nothing  indeed  deterred  thefe  aban« 
doned  Mifcreants  from  profecuting  their 
avaritious  Purpofes  by  all  ‘  the  Methods 
their  Wickednefs  could  invent  •  who,  al¬ 
though  they  were  -without  Witneffes  to 
accufe  them,  yet  it  is  not  doubted  but 


divine  Vengeance  will  overtake  fuch  wicked 
Barbarities  with  due  Punifhment :  Nay, 
fome  were  remarkably  brack  from  Heaven 
in  the  Perpetration  of  their  Crimes,  and 
one  particularly  amongft  many,  as  fhe  was 
leaving  the  Houle'-  of  a  Family,  all  dead, 
loaded  with  her  Robberies,  fell  down  dead 
under  her  Burden  in  the  Streets :  And  the 
Cafe  of  a  worthy  Citizen  was  very  re¬ 


markable,  who  being  fufpe£led  dying  by 
his  Nurfe,  was  before-hand  Gripped  by 
her  ;  but.  recovering  again,  he  came  a  fecond 

Time 


/ 
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Time  into  the  World  naked.  And  fo  many 
were  the  Artifices  of  thefe  barbarous 


W retches,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped,  Poflerity 
will  take  Warning  how  they  truA  them 
again  in  like  Cafes.;  and  that  their  paft  Im¬ 
punities  will  not  be  a  Means  of  bringing  on 
us  again  the  like  Judgment*  1  I 


MOREOVER,  this  Abutting  up  infefted 
Houles,  made  the  Neighbours -fly  from 
theirs,  ,  who  otherwife  might  have  been  a 
Help  .to  them  on  many  Accounts;  and  I 
verily  believe  that  many  who  1  were  loA 
might  have  now  been  alive,  had  not  the 
tragical  Mark  upon  their  Door  drove  prow 
per  AflIAances  from  them.  !  • 

AND  this  Is  confirmed  by  the  Exam-? 
pies  of  other  peAilential  Contagions,  which 
have  been  obferved  not  to  ceafe,  until  the 
Doors  of  the  Sick  were  fet  open,  and  they 
had  the  Privilege  of  going  Abroad ;  of  the 
fame  Authority  is  the  CuAom  of  other 
Nations,  who  have  due  Regard  to  that  Li¬ 
berty  that  Is  neceflary  for  the  Comforts  both 
of  Body  and  Mind. 


I T  now  remains  that  we  take  Notice 
of  all  that  is  of  any  Weight  on  the  other 

Side ; 
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Side ;  as  therefore  it  is  not  at  all  deemed 
cruel  to  take  off  a  mortify’d  Limb  to  fave 
the  whole,  by  a  Parity  of  Reafon  is  the 
ConduT  of  a  Community  juftifyable,  who, 
out  of  a  Regard  to  the  Publick  Good,  put 
H&rdfflips  upon  particular  Perfons*  in  a 
peftilential  Contagion  therefore,  what  can 
be  of  more  immediate  Service  than  fecur- 
ing  thole  that  are  well  frpm  the  Infection  ? 
And  the  more  efpecially  in  a  Difeafe  that 
reaches  not  only  the  Body,  but  taints  the 
very  Breath  •  for  in  this  Cafe  the  infeTed 
Breath  poifons  upon  the  healthful,  and 
even  at  the  Point  of  Death  endeavour  to 
diffufe  that  Venom  to  others  that  con¬ 
quer’d  them.  Prom  this  delirious  Pleafure 
arifes  thofe  Tricks  of  tranfplanting  the 
Corruption  of  a  pefiilential  Tumour  to 
another '  not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  that 
Woman,  who  with  her  Importunities  drew 
her  unhappy  Husband  into  her  Embraces, 
which  ended  his  Life  with  hers. 


AGAIN,  to  take  away  all  Doubtings  in 
this  Cafe,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  what  Mo¬ 
ment  it  is,  to  Unit  up  the  Houles  of  all  thofe 
who  are  inferied,  according  to  Cuftom  *,  for 
by  this  means  a  Contagion  may  at  firft  be 
Rifled,  which  other  wife  would  go  beyond 
<  '  #  any 
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any  Remedy  ;  and  with  equal  Advantage 
might  Gun-Powder  rbe  fired,  if  too  much 

Time  is  not  wafted  in  Deliberation,  before 

-  >■  ^ 

thefe  Things  are  put  into  Practice. 

BUT  if  hereafter  again  a  Plague  ftiould 
break  out,  (which  God  forbid)  with  Sub- 
mifiion  to  Superiors,  I  fhould  think  it  not 
improper  to  appoint  proper  Accommodati¬ 
ons  out  of  the  City,  for  fuch  as  are  yet  un¬ 
touched  in  infe&ed  Families;  and  who 
ftiould  continue  there  for  a  certain  Time; 
the  Sick  in  the  mean  time  to  be  removed  to 
convenient  Apartments  provided  onPurpofe 
for  them  :  For  by  this  Means,  that  PraHice 
lb  abhorrent  to  Religion  and  Humanity, 
even  in  the  Opinion  of  a  Mahometan,  of  Shut¬ 
ting  up  the  iick  and  well  together,  would 
be  avoided, 

BUT  to  return  :  The  Infe&ion  had  long 
doubtfully  reign’d,  and  continued  through 
May  and  June,  with  more  or  lets  Severity ; 
fometimes  raging  in  one  Part,  and  then  in 
another,  as  in  a  running  fort  of  Fight;  as 
often  as  the  Number  of  Funerals  decreafed, 
great  Hopes  were  conceived  of  its  Difappear- 
ance ;  then  on  a  hidden  again  their  Increafe 
threw  all  into  Dejeftion,  as  if  the  whole  City 

was 
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was  loon  to  be  unpeopled  ^  which  Uncer¬ 
tainty  gave  Advantage  to  the  DiAemper  *  be- 
caufe  Perfons  were  more  remifs  in  their  Pro- 
viflons  againA  it,  during  fuch  FluSmation. 

1  T  mufl  not  however  be  omitted,  with 
what  Precipitation  the  trembling  Inhabitants 
left  the  City,  and  how  they  flocked  in  luch 
Crowds  out  of  Town,  as  if  London  had  quite 
gone  out  of  it  felfy  like  the  Hurry  of  a 
ludden  Conflagration,  all  Doors  and  Paflages 
are  thronged  for  Efoape  :  Yet  after  the  chief 
or  the  People  were  fled,  and  thereby  the 
l^ourifliment  of  this  cruel  Enemy  had  be  eii 
in  a  great  MeaAire  taken  away,  yet  it 
raged  Ail!  *  and  although  it  feemed  once 
to  flay  as  Tarthians  in  their  Flight,  it  loon 
returned  with  redoubled  Fury,  and  kill’d 
not  by  flow  Paces,  but  almoft  immediately 
upon  Seizure  j  not  unlike  what  is  often  leeii 
in  Battle,  when  after  fome  Skirmiflies  of 
Wings,  and  feparate  Parties,  the  main  Bo¬ 
dies  come  to  engage  ^  fc  did  this  Conta- 
gion  at  fir  A  only  foatter  about  its  Arrows, 

but  at  laA  covered  the  whole  City  with 
Death.  W  •  i  T  C  '  <  1 

THUS  therefore  in  the  Space  of  one  Week 
were  eight  Thouland  Perfons  cut  off,  and 

when 
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when  Things  came  to  Extremity,  all  Helps 
were  called  in;  fc  it  began  now  to  be 
folely  the  Magiftrates  Bufmefs,  how  to 
put  a  Stop  to  this  cruel  Devaluation,  and 
fave  fome  Part  of  the  City  at  laft  from 
the  Grave ;  firft  then  therefore  were  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Monthly  Fall  for  Publick  Prayers, 
to  deprecate  the  Anger  of  Heaven ;  nor 
proved  it  in  vain,  or  were  their  Supplica¬ 
tions  altogether  fruitlefs ;  for  if  we  have 
any  Regard  to  the  Temperature  of  the 
Sealon,  the  whole  Summer  was  refrefhed 
with  moderate  Breezes,  iufficient  to  prevent 
the  Air’s  Stagnation  and  Corruption,  and 
to  carry  off  the  peftilential  Steams;  the 
Heat  was  likewile  too  mild  to  encourage 
fuch  Corruption  and  Fermentation,  as  helps 
to  taint  the  animal  Fluids,  and  pervert  them 
from  their  natural  State* 

THE  Government  however,  to  the  Duty 
of  Publick  Prayers,  negle£ied  not  to  add 
what  Alliftances  might  be  had  from  Me¬ 
dicine  ;  to  which  Purpofe  his  Majefty,  with 
the  divine  Helps,  called  in  alfo  all  that 
was  humane ;  and  by  his  Royal  Authority 
commanded  the  College  of  Phylicians  o f 
London ,  jointly  to  write  fomewhat  in  Englifi 
that  might  be  a  general  Directory  in  this 

cala- 
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calamitous  Exigence :  Nor  was  it  fatis-* 
fa£lory  to  that  honoured  Society  to  dif- 
charge  their  Regards  for  the  Publick  with 
that  only,  but  fome  were  chofe  out  of 
their  Number,  and  appointed  particularly 
to  attend  the  infe&ed  on  all  Occafions  j 
two  alfo  out  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen 

,  .  *  v-  i «  ' 

were  required  to  fee  this  hazardous  Task 
executed  *  fo  that  encouraged  with  all  pro¬ 
per  Means,  this  Province  was  chearfully 
undertaken,  and  all  polfible  Caution  was 
uled  fully  to  anfwer  the  Intention  *,  but  this 
Task  was  too  much  for  four  Perfons,  and 
wanted  rather  the  Concurrence  of  the  whole 

4 

Faculty  ;  we  were  however  alhamed  to  give 

*  t 

it  up,  and  ufed  our  utmoR  Application  there¬ 
in  ^  but  all  our  Care  and  Pains  were  eluded, 
for  the  Difeafe,  like  the  Hydra  s  Heads,  was 
no  fooner  extinguished  in  one  Family,  but  it 
broke  out  in  many  more  with  Aggravations ; 
fo  that  in  a  little  Time  we  found  our  Task 
too  great,  and  defpaired  of  putting  an  entire 
Stop  to  the  Infedion. 

„  .  :  % 

i 

NOR  was  there  at  this  Time  want- 

f 

ing  the  Help  of  very  great  and  worthy 

\ 

Perfons,  who  voluntarily  contributed  their 
Aiiihances  in  this  dangerous  Work  ^  a- 
mongft  the  Number  of  which,  the  learned 

•  Dr, 
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Dr.  Cliff  on ,  Regim  Profeifor  at  Cambridge ,  Dr. 
Nath*  Paget ,  Dr.  Wharton,  Dr.  Berwick,  Dr. 
Brookes,  and  many  others  who  are  yet  alive, 
delerve  very  honourable  Mention ;  but 
eight  or  nine  fell  in  this  Work,  who  were 
too  much  loaded  with  the  Spoils  of  the 
Enemy  ;  and  amongft  whom  was  Dr.  Conyers , 
whofe  Goodnefs  and  Humanity  claim  an 
honourable  Remembrance  with  all  who  fur* 
vive  him. 

■  1 

AFTER  then  all  Endeavours  to  refir  a  in 
the  Contagion  proved  of  no  Effect,  we  applied 
our  felves  altogether  to  the  Care  of  the  dif- 
eafed  ;  and  in  the  Profecution  of  which,  it 
may  be  affirmed  without  Boafting,  no  Ha¬ 
zards  to  our  felves  were  avoided  :  But  it  is 
incredible  to  think  how  the  Plague  raged 
amongfl  the  common  People,  infomuch  that 
it  came  by  fome  to  be  called  the  Poors  Plague  - 
yet  although  the  more  opulent  had  left  the 
Town,  and  that  it  was  almofl  left  uninha¬ 
bited,  the  Commonalty  that  were  left  felt 
little  of  Want;  for  their  Neceffities  were 
relieved  with  a  Profufion  of  good  Things 
from  the  Wealthy,  and  their  Poverty  was 
fupported  with  Plenty ;  a  more  manlfeft 
Caufe  therefore  for  fuch  a  Devaluation  a- 
mongfl  them  I  fliall  affign  in  another  Place, 

I  N 
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I  N  the  Months  of  AuguB  and  September 6 
the  Contagion  chang’d  its  former  flow  and 
languid  Pace,  and  having  as  it  were  got 
Mailer  of  all,  made  a  moil  terrible  Slaugh¬ 
ter,  fo  that  three,  four,  or  five  Thouland 
died  in  a  Week,  and  once  eight  Thoufand  ; 
who  can  exprefs  the  Calamities  of  fuch 
Times?  The  whole  Britijh  Nation  wept 
for  the  Miferies  of  her  Metropolis.  In 
fome  Houfes  Carcafes  lay  waiting  for  Bu¬ 
rial,  and  in  others,  Perlons  in  their  laft 
Agonies ;  in  one  Room  might  be  heard 
dying  Groans,  in  another  the  Ravings  of  a 
Delirium,  and  not  far  off  Relations  and 
Friends  bewailing  both  their  Lofs,  and  the 
difmai  Profpeft  of  their  own  fudden  De¬ 
parture  }  Death  was  the  fure  Midwife  to 
all  Children,  and  Infants  paffed  immediately 
from  the  Womb  to  the  Grave}  who  would 
not  burft  with  Grief,  to  fee  the  Stock  for 
a  future  Generation  hang  upon  the  Breafls 
of  a  dead  Mother  ?  Or  the  Marriage-Bed 
changed  the  firft  Night  into  a  Sepulchre, 
and  the  unhappy  Pair  meet  with  Death  in 
their  firfh  Embraces?  Some  of  the  inferr¬ 
ed  run  about  daggering  like  drunken  Mem 
and  fall  and  expire  in  the  Streets }  while 
others  lie  half-dead  and  comatous,  but 


never 
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never  to  be  waked  but  by  the  laft  Trumpet ; 
fome  lie  vomiting  as  if  they  had  drunk  Poifon  • 
and  others  fall  dead  in  the  Market,  while 
they  are  buying  NecefFaries  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  Life.  Not  much  unlike  was  it  in 
the  following  Conflagration  ;  where  the 
Altars  themfelves  became  fo  many  Viftims 
and  the  fineft  Churches  in  the  whole 
World  carried  up  to  Heaven  Supplications 
in  Flames,  while  their  Marble  Pillars  wet 
with  Tears  melted,  like  Wax  •  nor  were 
Monuments  fecure  from  the  inexorable 
Flames,  where  many  of  their  venerable 
Remains  palled  a  fecond  Martyrdom  •  the 
moft  auguft  Palaces  were  foon  laid  Wafte 
and  the  Flames  feemed  to  be  in  a  fatal 
Engagement  to  deftroy  the  great  Ornament 
of  Commerce  ;  and  the  Burning  of  all  the 
Commodities  of  the  World  together,  feem¬ 
ed  a  proper  Epitome  of  this  Conflagration  • 
neither  confederate  Crowns,  nor  the  drawn 
Swords  of  Kings,  could  reftrain  its  Pha- 
natick  and  Rebellious  Rage ;  large  Halls 
ftately  Houfes,  and  the  Sheds  of  the  Poor' 
were  together  reduced  to  Allies;  the  Sun 
blulh’d  to  fee  himfelf  fet,  and  envied 
thole  Flames  the  Government  of  the  Night, 
which  had  rivalled  him  fo  many  Days-, 

C  as 
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jfe  the  City,  I  fay,  was  afterwards  burnt 
without  any  DiftinfHon,  in  like  Manner 
did  this  Plague  fpare  no  Order,  Age,  or 
Sex  ;  The  Divine  was  taken  in  the  very 
Exercile  of  his  prieftly  Office,  to  be  in- 
rolled  among#  the  Saints  Above  j  and  fome 
Phyficians,  as  before  intimated,  could  not 
find  Afiifbnce  in  fheir  own  Antidotes,  but 
died  in  the  Admihiftration-  of  them  to 
others  ;  and  although  the  Soldiery  retreat¬ 
ed  from  the  Field  of  Death,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  out  of  the  City,  the  Contagion  followed* 
and  vanquiilf  d  them  ^  many  in  their  old 
Age,  others  in  their  Prime,  funk  under  its 
Cruelties  *,  of  the  Female  Sex  moil  died  \ 
and  hardly  any  Children  elcaped  •,  and  it 
was  not  uncommon  to  lee  an  Inheritance 
pals  fuccefiively  to  three  or  four  Heirs  in 
as  many  Days  *,  the  Number  of  Sextons 
were  not  lufficient  to  bury  the  Dead*  the 
Bells  leemed  hoarle  with  continual  tolling* 
until  at  la#  they  quite  ceafed ,  the  bury¬ 
ing  Places  would  not  hold  the  Dead,  but 
they  were  thrown  into  large  Pits  dug  in 
wafie  Grounds,  in  Heaps,  thirty  or  forty 
together  j  and  it  often  happened  that  thole 
who  attended  the  Funerals  of  their  Friends 
one  Evening,  were  carried  the  next  to 
their  own  long  Home ; 


t-f  the  blague  in  1 66  6cc.  t§ 

— — -  Quvs  taha  fun  da 

/•  ? 

Temper et  A  Lachrymis  t .  ■ 
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Even  the  Relation  of  this  Calamity  melts 
me  into  Tears,  and  yet  the  worft  was  not 
certain,  although  the  City  was  near  drained 
By  her  Funerals  -  for  the  Difeafe  as  yet 
had  no  Relaxation. 

ABOUT  the  Beginning  of  September * 
the  Difeafe  was  at  the  Height;  in  the 
Courfe  of  which  Month  more  than  twelve 
Thoufand  died  in  a  Week :  But  at  length, 
that  nothing  might  go  untried  to  divert 
the  Contagion*  it  was  ordered  by  the 
Governburs  who  were  left  to  fu  per  intend 
thole  calamitous  Affairs,  (for  the  Court 
was  then  removed  to  Oxford)  to  burn 
Fires  in  the  Streets  for  three  Days  toge^ 
ther ;  yet  while  this  was  in  Debate,  the 
Phyficians  concerned  were  diffident  of  the 
Succefs,  as  the  Air  in  it  felf  was  un~in~ 
fe&ed ;  and  therefore  tendred  fuch  a 
ffiowy  and  expenfive  a  Project  fuperhuous, 
and  of  no  Effeft  ;  and  thefe  Conjeftures 
vve  fupported  by  the  Authority  of  Anti-* 
quity,  and  Hippocrates  himleif ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  the  Fires  were  kindled  in 

C  2  all 
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all  the  Streets.  But  alas!  the  Controverfte 
was  foon  decided }  for  before  the  three 
Days  were  quite  expired,  the  Heavens 
both  mourned  lo  many  Funerals,  and  wept 
for  the  fatal  Miflake,  fo  as  to  extinguilh 
even  the  Fires  with  their  Showers.  I 
ihall  not  determine  any  other  Perfoirs 
-Conjecture  in  this  Cafe,  whether  thefe 
Fires  may  more  properly  be  deemed  the 
ominous  Forerunners  of  the  enfuing  Con¬ 
flagration,.  or  the  enfumg  Funerals’’ j  but 
vrhether  it  was  from  the  fiiffocating  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  Fuel,  or  the  wet  Confu¬ 
tation  of  Air  that  immediately  followed, 
the*  moft  fatal-  Night  enfued,  wherein 
more  than  four  Thoufand.  expired.  May 
Pofterity  by  this  Miftake  he  warned,  and 
not,  like  Empyricks,  apply  a  Remedy  where 
they  are  ignorant  of  the  Caufe. 

r-  'J-  -  J  '  '  .■  ^  •.  [  i  <  .  • 

THE  Reader  is  by  the  Way  to  be 
advertifed,  that  this  Year  was  luxuriant 
in  moil  Fruits,  elpecially  Cherries  and 
Grapes,  which  were  at  fo  low  a  Price 
that  the  common  People  furfeited  with 
them ;  for  this  might  very  much  con¬ 
tribute  to  that  Difpofition  of  Body  as 
made  the  peftilejjtlal  Taint  more  ealily 
take  Place.  * 


NOR 
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NOR  ought  we  here  to  pafs  by  the  be- 
nificent  AfliRances  of  the  Rich,  and  the 
Care  of  the  MagiRrates;  for  the  Markets 
being  open  as  ufual,  and  a  greater  plenty 
of  all  Provifions,  was  a  great  Help  to 
fupport  the  Sick ;  fo  that  there  was  the 
Reverie  of  a  Famine,  which  hath  been 
obferved  to  be  fo  fatal  to  peRilentiai  Cpij- 
tagions  ;  and  in  this  the  Goodnefs  of  Heaven 
is  always  to  be  remembred,  in  alleviating 
a  common  Mifery  by  fuch  a  Profufion 
of  good  Things  from  the  Stores  of  Na¬ 
ture. 

*  pr-'  »  |  t  > 

<r  i  !  R  p  *  j  *  : 

*f  BUT  as  it  were  to  balance  this  im- 
ipediate  Help  of  Providence,  nothing 
was  otherwife  wanting  to  aggravate  the 
common  DeRruftion*  and  to  which  no¬ 
thing  more  contributed  than  the  Practice 
qf  Chymifis  and  Quacks,  and  of  whole 
Audacity  and  Ignorance  it  is  impoffible  to 
be  altogether  filent  j  they  were  indefa-? 
tigable  in  fpreading  their  Antidotes  ^  and 
although  equal  Strangers  to  all  Learning 
as  well  as  Phyfick,  they  thruR  into 
every  Hand  fome  Traih  or  other  under 
the  Dilguile  of  a  pompous  Title.  No. 
Country,  lure  ever  abounded  with  Rich 

C  3  wicked 
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wicked  Impoftors^  for  all  Events  contra- 
dieted  their  Pretenfions,  and  hardly  a  Per- 
fon  efcaped  that  trufted  to  their  Delufions : 
Their  Medicines  were  more  fatal  than  the 
Plague,  and  added  to  the  Numbers  of  the 
Dead :  But  theie  Blowers  of  the  pefti- 
lential  Flames  were  caught  in  the  common 
Ruin,  and  by  their  Death  in  fome  Mea¬ 
sure  excufed  the  NegleOr  of  the  Magi- 
fbacy,  in  fuffering  their  PraCHce: 

r  '  'r  :  s'*  *' 

6  .  *  ••  'v  '  -  ■  ■*  M  %/  *  i 

N’ec  Lex  eft  jufiior  ulU 
Quam  neck  Artifices  Arte  per  ire  fua. 


ABOUT  this  Time  a  Perfon  of  Di- 

<*<■< 

liinftion  and  great  Humanity,  going  to 
France  upon  fome  Affairs  of  State,  heard 
that  fome  Frenchmen  were  Mailers  of  an 

*  f 

Anti-peftilential  Remedy,  and  took  Care 
to  lend  fome  Doles  of  it  over  here:  By 
Command  of  the  Government  we  were 
ordered  to  try  it  with  due  Caution,  which 
we  did  with  Expectations  of  uncommon 
5uccefs,  but  the  fountain  brought  forth  Death  ° 
for  the  Medicine,  which  was  a  Mineral 
Preparation,  threw  the  Patients  into  their 
lad  Sleep,  May  it  never  hereafter  be 
injoined  to  try  Experiments  with  unknown 


and  foreign  Medicines,  upon  the  Lives  even 
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of  the  meaneft  Perfons!  For  certainly 
nothing  is  more  abhorrent  to  Reafon,  than 
to  impofe  a  uni  ve  rial  Remedy,  in  Cafes 
whofe  curative  Intentions  are  different, 
and  fometimes  oppofite  j  and  the  various 
Indications  of  a  Peftilence  require  very 
different  Methods  of  Remedy,  as  ftiall  here¬ 
after  he  further  dexnonftratecL 

T  O  this  may  be  added,  that  many 
common  Medicines  were  publickly  Sold^ 
which  by  their  extraordinary  Heat  and 
Difpofition  to  inflame  the  Blood,  could 
never  be  fit  for  every  Age,  Sex,  and  Con- 
ftitutioii  indifferently,  and  therefore  in 
many  Cafes  muft  undoubtedly  do  Harm. 
On  this  Account  not  only  the  Sacred  jflrt9 
but  the  Public  k  Health  a  lib  fiiffered  •  yet 
we  who  were  particularly  employed  in 
this  Affair  as  Phyficians,  ufed  all  Sollick 
tations  with  the  Magiffracy  to  reftraiu 
iuch  Praftices,  in  Order  to  flop  the  Ruin 
they  aggravated.  Hence  notwithftanding 
it  was  made  a  Queftion,  whether  in  a 
Plague,  where  fo  many  Phyiicians  retire., 
( not  fo  much  for  their  own  Prefervation? 
as  the  Service  of  thole  whom  they  at<? 
tend  )  it  is  not  expedient  for  every  one4 
according  to  his  Abilities,  to  do  his  ut- 

C  4  saoH 
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moil:  in  averting  the  common  Ruin  ?  In 
the  fame  Manner  as  in  a  Fire  all  Hands 
are  required,  even  of  the  Croud  as  well  as 
Workmen,  to  extinguifh  it. 

•••  y  ■  .  .  ,  f  '  ,  V  i  {;  /  •  ;  )  J;\  ’*  •  i  '  ’» 

BUT  in  this  Cafe  my  own  Opinion  is 
determined  :  In  the  Reftauration  of  Health, 
a  Perlon  mu  ft  proceed  with  more  Caution 
and  Deliberation  than  in  the  fuppofed  Cafe 
of  a  Fire ;  for  there  are  Difficulties  occur 
in  the  Practice  of  Medicine  which  ar^  in- 
fuperable  but  by  the  unlearned  •  and  the  fine 
Texture  of  a  humane  Body  is  not  to  be  ma¬ 
naged  by  as  clumfie  Hands  as  the  Materials 
of  a  Houfe  ;  in  the  former,  if  a  Perfon  makes 
&  Zvliffoke,  it  is  with  great  Difficulty  repair¬ 
ed  •  and  therefore  upon  a  ferious  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  whole  Affair,  I  cannot  make  any 
Doubt,  but  that  it  is  much  better  even  to 
want  Phyficians  in  fuch  Calamities,  than  to 
have  the  Sick  under  the  Care  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  unlearned ;  for  fuch  Perfons, 
like  thofe  who  fight  blindfold,  know  not  in 
what  Parts  to  attack  the  Enemy,  nor  with 
what  Weapons  to  do  it  •  befides  which,  they 
alfo  are  in  Hazard  of  obftru&ing  thefe  Ef¬ 
forts  of  Nature,  which  would  many  Times, 
without  Help,  if  not  thus  hindred,  get  the 
better  of  the  Diftemper. 


NOR 
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NOR  in  this  Account  are  we  to  neglefb, 

that  the  Contagion  fpread  its  Cruelties  in- 

* 

to  the  neighbouring  Countries ;  for  the  Ci¬ 
tizens*  which  crowded  in  Multitudes  into 
the  adjacent  Towns*  carried  the  Infe&ion 
along  with  them*  where  it  raged  with  equal 
Fury  ^  fo  that  the  Plague*  which  at  firfh 
crept  from  one  Street  to  another*  now 
reigned  over  whole  Counties,  leaving  hard¬ 
ly  any  Place  free  from  its  Infults  *  and  the 
Towns  upon  the  Thames  were  more  feverely 
handled*  not  perhaps  from  a  great  Moifture 
in  the  Air  from  thence*  but  from  the  taint¬ 
ed  Goods  rather  that  were  carried  upon 
it:  Moreover*  fome^Cities  and  Towns*  of 
the  moft  advantageous  Situation  for  a  whol- 
fome  Air*  did  notwithftanding  feel  the 
common  Ruiiie.  Such  was  the  Rife*  and 
fuch  the  Progrefs*  of  this  cruel  De  fir  oyer, 
which  firft  began  at  London . 

BUT  the  worft  Part  of  the  Year  being 
now  over*  and  the  Height  of  the  Difeafe, 
the  Plague  by  leifurely  Decrees  declined* 
as  it  had  gradually  made  its  firft  Advances  ** 
and  before  the  Number  infe&ed  decreaied* 
its  Malignity  began  to  relax,  infomuch 
that  few  died,  and  thofe  chiefly  fuch  as 
'  were 


t6  An  Hiflorical  Accou>tt 

were  ill  managed;  hereupon  that  Dread 
which  had  been  upon  the  Minds  of  the 
People  wore  off ;  and  the  Sick  chearfully 
ufed  all  the  Means  directed  for  their  Re¬ 
covery  ;  and  eyen  the  Nurfes  grew  either 
snoie  cautious,  or  more  faithful  •  infomuch 
that  after  feme  Time  a  Dawn  of  Health 
appeared,  as  fudden,  and  as  unexpected,  as 
the  Ceffation  of  the  following  Conflagra¬ 
tion;  wherein  after  blowing  up  of  Houfes, 
and  ufing  all  Means  for  its  Extinftion  to 
little  Purpole,  the  Flames  flopped  as  it 
were  of  themfelves,  for  Want  of  Fuel,  or 

put  of  Shame  for  having  devoured  fo 

much. 

».*  * 

-  ,  -V  .  <  \ 

THE  Peflilence  did  not  however  flop  for 
Want  of  Subjects  to  aft  upon,  (as  then 
commonly  rumoured)  but  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Diftemper,  its  Decreafe  was 
like  its  Beginning,  moderate;  nor  is  it 
lefs  to  be  wondred  at,  that  as  at  the 
Rife  of  the  Contagion  all  other  Diftempers 
went  into  that,  fo  now  at  its  JDeclenfion 
that  degenerated  into  others,  as  Inflamma- 
Hons,  Head-achs,  Qjfinfeys,  'Dyfenteries,  Small- 
Fox,  Afeafts,  fevers,  and  Hdlich  ;  wherein 
that  alfo  yet  predominated,  as  hereafter 
will  be  further  fhewn. 

ABOUT 


» 
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.ABOUT  the  Clofe  of  the  Year,  that 
is,  on  the  Beginning  of  lioveniher7  People 
grew  more  healthful,  and  fuch  a  different 
Face  was  put  upon  the  Publick,  that  al¬ 
though  the  Funerals  were  yet  frequent,  yet 
piany  who  had  made  mofl  Hah  in  retiring, 
tnade  the  moft  to  return,  and  came  into 
the  City  without  Fear ,  infomuch  that  in 
December  they  crowded  back  as  thick  as 
they  fled  ;  The  Houles  which  before  were  full 
of  the  Dead,  were  now  again  inhabited  by  the 
Living  •,  and  the  Shops  which  had  been  mofl 
‘Part  of  the  Year  fhut  up,  were  again  opened, 
and  the  People  again  chearfully  went  about 
their  wonted  Affairs  of  Trade  and  Employ  * 
and  even  what  is  a  1  mofl  beyond  Belief, 
thofe  Citizens,  who  before  were  afraid 
even  of  their  Friends  and  Relations,  would 
without  Fear  venture  into  the  Houfes  and 

*  ■  r  ; '  ' ■  '*  i 

Rooms  where  infected  Perlbns  had  but  a 
little  befpre  breathed  their  Laft :  Nay, 
fuch  Comforts  did  infpire  the  ‘langni  flung 
People,  and  fuch  Confidence,  that  many 
went  into  the  Beds  where  Per  Ions  had  died 
before  they  were  even  cold,  or  cleanfed 
from  the  Stench  of  the  Difeafed  *  they 
had  the  Courage  now  to  marry  again,  and 
felake  to  the  Means  of  repairing  the  pafl 

Mor~ 
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Mortality  •  and  even  Women  before  deem¬ 
ed  barren,  were  faid  to  prove  proliffick  * 
fo  that  although  the  Contagion  had  car¬ 
ried  off,  as  feme  computed,  about  one 
hundred  thoufand,  after  a  few  Months  their 
Lofs  was  hardly  difcernable^  and  thus  end¬ 
ed  this  fatal  Year. 

BUT  the  next  Spring  indeed  appeared  fome 
Remains  pf  the  Contagion,  which  was  eafily 
conquered  by  the  Phyficians,  and  like  the 
Termination  of  a  common  Intermittent ,  end¬ 
ed  in  a  healthful  Recovery:  Whereupon 
the  whole  Malignity  ceafing,  the  City  re¬ 
turned  to  a  perfeft  Healthy  not  unlike 
what  happened  alfo  after  the  laft  Con¬ 
flagration,  when  a  new  City  fuddenly  arofe 
out  of  the  Afhes  of  the  old,  much  better 
able  to  ftand  the  like  Flames  another 
Time* 


SECTION 
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SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Caufe  of  a  PeJUlence ,  and  a  Coif- 

tagion . 

AS  it  is  our  Purpoie  liere  to  enquire 
into  the  Origin  of  the  late  Plague* 
and  find  out  both  its  manifeft  and  hidden 
Caules  \  I  cannot  judge  it  neceffary  to  go 
into  the  ufiial  Length  of  Writers,  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  Recital  of  all  thole  remote  Regards 
which  they  diflinguilh  by  Supernatural,  Pre¬ 
ternatural,  and  Natural  •  becaufe  by  fuch 
Means  this  Treatile  would  be  drawn  out 
into  an  almoft  infinite  needlefs  Diftinaion. 

THAT  the  Truth  therefore  may  at 
once  be  brought  into  an  open  Light,  and 
the  Peffilence  appear  in  its  genuine  AfFe~ 
&ions,  I  think  it  proper  to  premife  this 
one  Thing,  becaufe  the  whole  depends  upon 
*  it,  viz*.  That  the  Peftilence  is  the  molt  not  a- 
rious  of  all  popular  Difeafes,and  depends  upon 
fame  Caufe  equally  common,  and  in  every  re- 
fpeft  adequate  to  its  extenlive  Effe&s  *  which 
being  granted,  it  naturally  follows,  that  all 
pa^ticulai  Caules  which  may  accidentally 
intervene,  (the  Recital  or  which  would  be 
very  tedious)  are  refolvable  into  this  One., 

.4  N  D 


AND  for  what  concerns  that  Peftilence 
now  under  Enquiry,  this  we  haye  as  to  its 
Origin,  from  the  irioft  irrefrigable  Autho¬ 
rity,  that  it  *  firft  came  into  this  Illand  by 
Contagion,  and  was  imported  to  us  front 
Holland ,  in  Packs  of  Merchandice  *,  and  if 
any  one  pleafes  to  trace  it  further,  he  may 
be  fatisfied  by  common  Fame,  it  came  thi¬ 
ther  from  Turkey  in  Bails  of  Cotton  or  Silk^ 
which  is  a  ftrange  Preferver  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Steams.  For  that  Part  of  the  World 
is  feldom  free  from  fuch  Infeftions,  altho* 
it  is  fometimes  more  levere  than  others^ 
according  to  the  Difpofition  of  Seafons 
and  Temperature  of  Air  in  thofe  Regions  i 
But  if  any  would  yet  itiore  intimately 
be  acquainted  with  its  Origin,  it  concerns 
him  to  know  all  the  Changes  the  Air  in 
thefe  Climates  is  fubjeft  to,  and  its  various 
Properties  of  Drynefs,  Mdifture,  Heat# 
Cold,  arc. 


BUT  leaft  I  fliould  Be  thought  tod 
prolix  in  the  Enumeration  of  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  incur  the  Sufpicion  of 
Atheifm,(a  Charge  too  juft  upon  the  Faculty) 
by  afcribing  too  much  to  fecond  Caufes, 
as  the  Schools  pleafe  to  call  them,  it  may 

be 
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fee  convenient  for  me  to  declare,  that  the 
to  $£ov  of  a  Peftilence  is  as  much  a  Part 
of  my  Faith,  as  any  others;  the  facred 
Pages  clearly  and  demonfirativeiy  prove,, 
that  the  Almighty,  by  his  Authority,  and 
at  his  Pleafure,  may  draw  the  Sword,  bend 
the  Bow,  or  ihoot  the  Arrows  of  Death; 
and  a  Retrolpe&ion  into  Times  pail,  ihews 
many  convincing  Proofs  of  this  terrible 
Truth;  and  in  this  Contagion  before  us* 
the  Foot  heps  of  an  over-ruling  Power  are 
very  legible,  efpecially  fo  far  as  concerns 
his  divine  Permiihon :  But  the  great  God’s 
Purpofes  are  Secrets  too  awful  for  Mortals 
to  pry  into,  although  we  know  that  he 
puniih.es  as  a  Parent,  and  chides  for  our 
Good,  which  makes  it  our  Duty  to  kils 
the  Rod,  and  fubmit.  But  enough  of  thisy 
lead  I  ihould  be  thought  to  invade  ano~ 
thers  Province;  and  it  is  fufficient  to  the 
Purpofe  of  a  Phyfipan,  to  aiiign  natural 
and  obvious  Caufes ;  and  where  fuch  are 
difcoverable,  it  is  unworthy  of  him  and 
the  divine  Art  he  profeifes,  as  well  as  art 
Affront  to  good  $enfe,  to  have  R'ecourfe 
to  any  other* 

BUT  this  being  premifed  only  to  pre« 
rent  Cenfurt,  our  Way  now  lies  open  to 
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&  Difcovery  of  the  Nature  of  this  Peftf- 
fence.  Wherein,  for  Method  Sake,  I  ihall 
begin  with  a  Defcription  of  a  Peftilence 
in  general  and  which  if  it  doth  not  exa&ly 
agree  with  the  Accounts  given  by  the 
Ancients,  yet  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be 
found  by  every  impartial  Confiderer,  to  be 
as  full  and  fatisfaflory. 

THE  Peftilence  is  a  Diieafe  arifing  from 
an  Aura  that  is  poifonous,  very  fubtle, 
deadly,  and  contagious,  affe&ing  many  Per- 
fons  at  the  fame  Time  together  in  one 
Country,  chiefly  arifing  from  a  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirit  in  the  Air,  attended 
with  a  Fever,  and  other  very  grievous 
Symptoms. 

, a..'  .no  n  .1.  r.n..  .  ... ! 

EVERY  one  of  thefe  Particulars  are 
as  clear  as  the  Light  at  Noon-day  *  and 
thefe  Explications  are  fb  obvious  to  be 
met  with  in  the  Writings  of  the  Learned, 
that  it  would  be  loft  Labour  to  infill:  upon 
any  fuch  Thing  here  ^  we  ftiall  therefore 
proceed  to  explain  only  what  more  im¬ 
mediately  ftands  in  need  of  it. 

AND  firft  of  all  it  is  fa  id  from  an 
Aura,  as  diftinguifhing  it  from  fuch  Poifon 


I 
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as  is  more  grofs  and  earthy }  for  this  ip 
not  to  be  confined  in  any  Inclofure,  but 
is  lo  rare,  flibtle,  volatile,  and  fine,  that  it 
infinuates  into,  and  relides  in  the  very  Inter- 
ftices,'  or  Pores  of  the  aerial  Particles; 
whereas  that  which  is  of  a  more  fixed 
Nature,  is  confined  within  certain  Limits, 
and  is  incapable  of  fuch  Progrefs; 


o 


IT  is  laid  to  be  poilbnous  a  11b,  from 
its  Similitude  to  the  Nature  of  a  Poifon, 
and  both  being  equally  deflrufKve  to  Life, 
and  killing  Perfons  much  after  the  lame 
Manner,  lb  that  they  feem  to  differ  in 
Degree  only  ;  for  the  deadly  Quality  of  a 
Peftilence  vaftly  exceeds  either  the  arfeni- 
cal  Minerals,  the  mofl  poilonous  Animals 
or  dnfetts,  or  the  killing  Vegetables  ;  nay, 
the  Peffilence  feems  to  be  a  Compofition 
of  all  the  other  PoifonS  together,  as  well 
as  in  its  fatal  Efficacies  to  excel  them,  for 
*  in  this  there  is  manifeffly  joined  both  the 
Height  of  Put  refaction  and  Malignity*  And 
as  in  a  great  many  the  Virulence  of  this 
Taint  hath  been  difcoverable,  fo  in  one 
Youth  for  Inffance  it  was  fo  remarkable, 
that  even  in  the  Point  of  Death  the  whole 
Body  changed  green,  which,  fo  alarmed 
the  Mother,  that  fire  immediately  hz 
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V 

* 


I 


34  Of  the  Caufe  of  d  feftilence, 

to  my  Hoiife,  to'  know  whether  by  Mi-' 
ilake  there  had1  not  been  forte  P01T011 
given  him  •  whereas  he  had  taken  nothing 
but  mild  and  common  Alexipharrmcks  *,  this 
green  Hue  therefore  was  a  Demonftiation  of 
the  poifonous  Vitriolick  Nature  of  the 
pehilentiai  Taint. 

. .  *f  ..  ■  t  * .  .  *  -  < 

r.  ^  }  »•'<  (  j  f  ,  •  »  •  I  ]  }  J  .-*■*?* 

I T  is  laid  to  be  very  fubtile  both  on 

Account  of  its  Original  and  Production,  be¬ 
fore  it  hath  efcaped  from  its  native  Seat 5 
and  that  wonderful  Comminution  which  it 
cannot  blit  undergo  in  its  Progrefs  through 
fo  many  Climates,  whereby  it  is,  as  it  were, 
fubiimed  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Vola-' 

tiiitv,  beyond  that  of  any  Meteor,  which  is 
the  Production  of  grots,  corporeal,  and  he- 
teroge neons  Particles  ^  nay,  it  is  more  aCtiye 
than  Lightning,  and  in  the  Twinkling  of  an 
Eye  carries  to  a  DiftancePutrefaftion^Mor-- 
tiEcation,  and  Death. 

A  S  for  the  Manner  whereby  it  kills,  its 
approaches  are  generally  fo  fecret,  that  Per- 
ibns  iei?:ed  with  It  feem  to  be  fallen  into  an 
Ambufcade,  or  a  Snare,  of  which  there  was 

■  "T 

no  Manner  of  Sufpicipii  ^  they  are  therefore 
be  credited  or  regarded,  who  affirm 

r  .JPt  y  *  '' 

the  Pmgrefs  of  a  Peftilence  to  be  fenfible, 

even 


Ft 
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to  the  Smell  and  Sight,  and  report 
fthough  who  will  may  believe  them  for  me) 
the  Infection,  to  referable  the  Fragraney  of 
Flowers  in  May,  or  any  other  fweet  Savour ; 
or,  on  the  contrary,  to  ftrike  the  Nofe  like 
the  Stench  of  a  rotten  Carcale  j  nay,  loine 
pretend  to  be  fo  fliarp-lighted,  as  to  dif- 
cern  Clouds  in  the  Atmolphere  big  with  pc- 
ftilential  Poyfons,  and  other  fuch  Conceits 
of  a  diftempered  Imagination,  that  are  chief¬ 
ly  the  Products  of  Fear,  which  conftrues 


every  Thing  for  the  worft :  Although  in¬ 
deed  I  muft  confefs,  that  Ibmetimes  this 
very  fubtile  Aura  may  be  fo  mixed  dr  loaded 
with  grofs  and  fulphureous  Particles,  as  td 
be  perceptible  td  the  Senfes. 


FURTHER,  as  to  the  fatal  Influences  of 
a  Plague,  if  the  before  recited  Account  is 
not  fufficient  td  fhew  it*  it  would  not  be 


a  Task  of  any  Difficulty  to  produce  many 
inffonces  of  its  Tyranny  and  DeftrubHon : 
lienee  the  Plague  by  the  /Hebrews  was 
called  or  Perdition*  as  if  it  was  or¬ 
dained  on  Purpofe  to  deftroy  Mankind :  It 
is  alfo  called  Lues^  from  au®,  to  diifolve^, 
a  moft  certain  Way  of  Deftruftion,  and 
whole  fatal  Property  in  the  Plague  is  moil* 
remarkable,  whereby  it  does  not  fo  much 

TJ 
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prepare  the  Way,  as  immediately  of  its 
feif  deflroy,  and  of  whole  .certain  Ruin, 
through  whole  Regions  together,  we  have 
too  many  Teflimonies  upon  Record,  in  the 
Writings  both  of  Ancients  and  Moderns. 

*  fr'\  .  f  •  *-»  ■»*  >  ! 

■  '  j  ■  '  ■*  • 

A  G  A I  K,  the  Pe-ftilence  is  laid  to  be 
contagious:,  becaule  Tome  are  come  to  that 
Height  of  Boldnefs,  (being  blind  with  too 
much  Light)  to  propagate  ftrange  Con- 
jeflures  to  the  contrary,  as=  it  the  late 
Plague  was  begun  and  continued  by  a  foreign 
Influence  i  hut  to  remove  this  Co ntf overlie, 

'  )jL  J;  -  J 

it  may  be  convenient  to  explain  the.  IN  a- 
ture  of  a  Contagion,  and  its  luppoied  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Exertion  \  but  before  I  enter 
upon  this,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  difpatch 
the  other  Members  of  this  Definition. 

l •  j  < **. >r .. .. .  •  I  .  1 4.  v  .  t  *  v •  -r.  -*  v  *  v  '  *•  -  - 

¥  ‘  *  J  ;  f  r-^  *  r  .  ^ 

.  -  A  .•  a  •  •  -  ,  ~ ' ,  r 

I  T  is  fui;th^r  added,  that,  the-  Plague 
affefrs  many  Regions  together  at  the  fame 
Time,  in  Order  to.  difHnguifh.  it  both  from 
Endemkk  Difeafes,  that  is,  fuch  as  are  ap¬ 
propriate  to  one  Place  only  *,  and  alfo  from 
Sforadick  Difeaies,  which  although  they 
rage  amongft  the  Populace  in  tills  or  that 
Country  or  Climate  indifferently,  according 
to  the  Influence  of  their  procatarftick  Caufes, 
they  are  yet  to  be  deemed  particular,  as 

well 
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well  as  they  are  pernicious :  But  enough 
of  thefe  Matters. 

*  '  ...  tit  r ’  "  '  <■  '■  .  .  .  a 

A  T  length  then  it  Becomes  necelfary 
to  change  the  Confideration,  and  enquire 
how  it  comes  that  the  Plague  hath  Its 
chief  Origin  from  a  Change  or  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirits  in  the  Air:  This  is 
the  great  Difficulty  !  This  is  our  Task!  It 
is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  Novelty 
of  the  Opinion  will  not  occafion  any  one 
to  receive  it  at  firfl  Sight  amifs,  until  by 
due  Examination  he  hath  -  brought  it  to 
Trial  ;  but  in  Order  to  ereT  this  upon  a 
fure  Foundation,  it  is  proper  to  premile 
fome  Considerations. 

-  ;  ;  X  -  - 

'  -  t-i.  ■  / 

AND  firft  of  all,  the  central  nitrous 
Spirit  does  every  where  tranlpire  and  exhale 
towards  the  Surface,  to  recruit  the  Con- 
fumptions  of  Nature,  and  for  other  Pur- 
pofes  hereafter  to  be  mentioned.  From 
tills  laline  Origin  draining  through  the 
Bowels  of  the  Earth,  it  is  by  every  one 
tmderfiood  Vegetation  is  carried  on-  and 
that  the  Light  and  vital  Warmth  of  the 
Sun  is  impregnated  by  it  thrpugh  the 
whole  Region  of  Air;  and  the  mutual 
Jntereourfes  or  Operations  upon  one  a  no-? 

D  3  then. 
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ther  between  the  Sun’s  Rays,  and  theft 

■  *  %  •  • 

faline  Exhalations,  by  a  Kind  of  Magnetiim 
between  them,  is  too  obvious  in  a  Multi¬ 
tude  of  Inftances  to.  want  any  Comment. 

<  -  t  *  ■ 

-  %  .  f  -  i  ;  *•  i  i  *  ’  \  ’  \ .  • 

I  know  in  nothing  indeed  where  there 
is  a  greater  Intercourfe  and  Sympathy : 
and  a  confiderable  Illuftratiqn  of  which 

i  .  ■ 

may  be  made  by  the  following  Experi¬ 
ment.  If  any  one  in  the  Spring-time, 
when  the  Sun  is  approaching  nearer  to  us, 
digs  up  a  Piece  of  Earth,  and  after  In- 
fufion  and  Filtration,  evaporates  the  Li¬ 
quor,  he  will  find  at  the  Bottom  of  the  VelTel 
a  Sixth  Part  of  Salt  more  than  at  any 
other  Time  of  the  Year,  from  the  fame 
Quantity  of  Earth  managed  after  the  fame 
Manner }  the  nitrous  Salt  for  many  Reafons 
not  ariiing  in  ft  great  a  Quantity  for  the 
Exigencies  of  Nature,  at  any  other  Times  ^ 
whence  I  conceive  it  manifehly  to  prove, 
that  there  is  fuch  an  Efflux  of  this  Salt 

7.  s.  ‘  < 

as  before  fuggefted,  and  a  Kind  of  Subli¬ 
mation  of  it  into  the  Air,  and  that  this 
faline  Spirit  hath  a  Sort  of  Sympathy  with 
the  fuperior  Heat.  But  that  we  may  not 
ufe  more  Arguments  than  are  neceuary  to 
prove  the  Energy  of  this  Principle,  every 
due  who  is  doubtful  herein  may  obferve, 
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not  only  Plants  are  produced  and  non- 
rifted  by  its  fubtle  and  luxuriant  Infmua- 
tion  into  their  Fibres,  but  that  alfo  from 
the  lame  aerial  Spirit  the  Life  of  Animals, 
and'  even  the  humane  Species  is  prefervecL 
'And  I  cannot  fee  any  Difficulty  in  the 

f  r  »  __ 

^Opinion,  that  the  bed:  Temperature  of  the 
Blood  and  animal  Juices,  the  Renewal  of 
.waited  Spirits,  the  Reftauration  of  Strength^ 

*  rj  •  *  f 

and  the  good  and  healthful  Conftitution  of 
the  Vilcera,  Members,  and  whole  Body,  is 
maintained  by  the  Affiftance  of  this  nitro- 
aerial  Spirit*  Jsor  does  any  Thing  appear 

r 

more  congruous  to  Reafon,  than  that  from 
the  lame  Gayle  does  the  Racy  Spirit  of 
the  Blood  arife,  as  it  is*  not  derivable  from 
any  other  °  nor  is  it  my  lingle  Opinion ? 
that  from  the  fame  Principle  it  derives 
its  Colour  but  as  there  are  no  Arguments 
even  objected  to  this  Doftrine,  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  imploy  more  Time  in  its  Vindi¬ 
cation. 

/  r  T  '  'V*  >  :  nl s  XI  ri 

BUT  further,  it  may  happen  that  this 
nitro-aerial  Spirit  may  various  Ways  be 
changed  in  its  Properties  j  that  is,  either 
with  Regard  to  its  proliffick  Influences^ 
{if  it  may  be  fo  exprefted)  or,  which  much 

P  4  oftner 
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oftner  happens,  in  its  accidental  and  3d~ 
ventitious  Impurities. 

,■  »  *  *  '  ,  *  ;  ~ ;  . .  i  *.  «  *  -  ’  *' 

SOMETIMES  this  uni verfal  Principle 
languishes  and  degenerates,  and  in  its  own 
productive  Womb  is  tainted  with  Some¬ 
what  pernicious  to  Vitality,  and  that  *  natu¬ 
ral  balfamick  Conftitution  of  Blood  that 
luppovts  it  ^  and  as  often  as  this  is  the 
Cafe,  the  whole  Orders  of  living  Beings 
may  look  upon  it  as  War  declared  againft 
them  :  But  where  any  Alteration  is  made 
upon  it  by  particular  and  fortuitous  Caufes, 
it  is  generally  from  too  much  Humidity 
diluting  it,  as  in  immoderate  and  unfeafpn- 
able  Rains,  whence  moiE,  crude,  and  un- 
whoilome  Vapours  exhale  }  for  every  one 
knows  hpw  much  Humidity  is  a  Promoter 
of  Futrefaftion  *  whence  Swarms  of  InfeCR, 
which  is  a  certain  Forerunner  of  a  PeftI- 
lericp :  It  alfp  fometimes  happens,  that 
this  vital  Spirit,  which  fo  much  delights 
in  Drynefs,  is  almoft  quite  extinguiihed 
by  a  rainy  Seafon  ^  in  which  Exigency, 
what  Miferies  may  not  Mankind  expeCt, 
when  a  hpal]  Change  is  of  fo  fatal  Confe- 
quence  ?  This  is  abundantly  confirmed  by 
the  Experience  of  Mariliy  Countries,  where 
fhe  jDifeafes  recurring  every  Year  are  very 
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fatal,  by  means  of  the  putrid  find  damp 
Exhalations* 

FURTHERMORE,  this  nitrous  Prior 
jciple  may  be  fometimes  changed  in  its 
own  Repofitory  by  too  intenft  a  Heat 
from  within,  as  well  as  without  ^  for  by  lb 
precipitate  a  Sublimation  its  Spirit  may  be 
deadned  }  that  is,  being  rpbbed  of  its  balfa- 
mick  Quality,  ( which  is  no  Abfurdity  to 
fuppole  )  and  kindled  into  top  rapid  a  Mp- 
tion,  it  may  receive  a  kind  of  Eynfyreuma  7 
and  from  which  Aduftion  there  may  arife 
feyeral  Sorts  of  Dihemperature  *,  as  Blafts 
upon  Trees,  and  Dileafes  amongft  Cattle  * 
and  at  lah  end  in  a  Peftilepce  amongft  Man¬ 
kind  * 

*i  t 

FOR  further  Illuftration  hereof  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  nitrous  Spirit  which 
circulates  through  the  fubterraneous  Ca- 
yerns  may,  inftead  of  Obtaining  a  fur¬ 
ther  Purification,  take  along  with  it  cor- 
rupt  and  poyfonous  Vapours  from  arfenicai 
or  other  Minerals*,  and  loaded  therewith, 
break  out  into  the  open  Air  :  And  this 
we  have  confirmed  from  common  Obferva- 
tion  in  the  Weftern  Climes  of  Africa,  that 
Jyp  tinder  the  Equator  ^  wherein  the  very 

'  •  Showers 
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Showers  feem  to  be  endued  with  a  Stlpticfc 
Cauftick  Power,  fo  as  to  taint  the  Cloaths 
and  Skin  of  the  Travellers,  and  burn,  as 
it  were,  upon  them  pestilential  Chara&ers, 


From  which  Difpofition  it  cannot  be  a 

Wonder  to  any,  that  the  Plague  fhould 

•  J  r 


reign  after  Earthquakes  ^  becaule  a  poylb- 
‘nous  Spirit  at  fuch  Times  break  out  into 
the  Air  *  as  alfo  that  Mitre  thus  loaded 
with  an  impure  Mixture,  and  fometimes 
too  that  which  is  deadly,  ftiould  of  it  felf, 
like  the  Occurfton  of  an  Acid,  force  out  its 
Way  wherever  there  is  Room,  and  leave 
behind  in  its  Paffage  many  Marks  of  Ma¬ 
lignity  }  fo  that  fubterraneous  Animals,  fuch 
as  Moles,  Mice,  Serpents,  Conies,  Foxes, 
gc.  as  confcious  of  approaching  Mifchief, 
leave  their  Burrows,  and  lie  open  in  the 


Air  :  which  is  alfo  a  certain  Sign  of  a 

'  .  \  x 

Pe ft ile nee  at  Hand:  Hence  alfo  a  fudden 


Death  Qf  Fiflr  and  a  Departure  of  the 
Birds  of  the  Air,  to  fecure  their  Safe¬ 


ty  in  that  which  is  more  wholefome. 


A  F  T  E  R  thefe  Obfervations,  it  remains 
to  Ihew  how  the  nitrous  Spirit  frequently 
receives  a  Change  like  to  that  which  may 
be  termed  Corruption,  although  it  is  vul- 

gurly  accounted  incorruptible  in  it  felf, 

and 
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and  Is  feryiceable  in  Preferring  other  Things 
from  Putrefa&ion. 

T  O  the  Solution  of  this  uncommon 
Difficulty,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice  that 
Corruption  here  is  not  in  that  Senfe  Eri&ly 
as  when  it  is  the  Produce  of  Humidity, 
but  fome what  more  congruous  to  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit  •  which 
although  it  cannot,  like  feme  other  Bodies, 
putrifie,  yet  if  it  can  be  changed  from 
its  Nature  and  Figure,  fb  as  not  to  be 
reducible  into  them  again,  it  does  not 
feem  improperly  laid  that  fucli  a  Change 
is  equivalent  to  Corruption,  its  Vitality  or 
Effence  being  deftroyed,  and  a  new  Tex¬ 
ture  being  obtained.  And  this  I  ffiall  fur¬ 
ther  endeavour  to  illufhate  by  a  double 
Argument. 

FIRST,  It  is  not  at  ah  tp  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  that  what  Ait,  which  is  the  Ima- 

i 

tator  of  Nature,  can  do,  may  be  done  by 
the  Efficiency  of  a  more  powerful  Agent ; 
and  the  moh  expert  ■  Chymifts  do  fhow  a 
certain  Corruption  of  Salt  •  nor  would  it 
be  any  great  Labour  to  difeover  here  the 
Method  how  it  is  done,  were  it  not  a, 
Crime  to  expofe  the  Secrets  of  Nature  on 

Vi  ^  • 

trifling 
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trifling  OccafioAS.  But  if  my  Authority  is 
not  ftfficient  to  fupport  an  Affertion  of 
this  Weight,  I  truft  no  one  will  reject  the 
Conviction  that  arifes  from  Effe&s,  and 
therefore  I  fhall  reftrain  the  Proof  hereof 
to  as  fhort  a  Compafs  as  poffible.  As 
then  it  is  eftablilhed  by  the  concurrent 
Authority  of  Antiquity,  that  as  Fire,  as 
it  is  an  Element  capable  of  Degeneration, 
and  feemingly  of  Corruption,  may  increafe 
a  peftilential  Malignity  by  Means  of  its 
great  Subtilty,  its  prodigious  Increafe,  apd 
fwift  Propagation;  Qualities  too  which 
a  Peftilence  very  much  partakes  of.  That 
which  they  conceited  of  Fire,  feems  to 
me  to  be  applicable  in  a  much  more  phi- 
lofophical  Senfe  to  that  Spirit  we  are 
fpea'king  of,  and  which  fo  nearly  refembles 
it.  I  am  indeed  a  Stranger  to  any  Thing 
in  the  Univerfe  that  makes  fo  fwift  a  Pr.o- 
grefs  as  a  Peftilence,  and  therefore  the 
infectious  Afinfmata  are  in  the  facred  Scri¬ 
ptures  flyled  Arrows  that  fly  in  the  Dark ; 
and  howfoever  certain  are  their  Strokes, 
and  tho’  by  Means  of  their  Finenefs  they 
penetrate  into  the  very  Marrow,  they  yet 
Ihun  by  their  Subtilty  our  Conceptions. 


AS 
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A  S'  to  the  fpreading  of  a  Contagion 
from  one  to  another,  and  lb  on  to  Thou- 
lands,  there  is  nothing  can  be  poffibly 
more  fwift  in  the  Progrefs  ox  Fire  -  and 
it  exceeds  even  Antimony  in  the  Retention 
of  its  Properties,  though  that  lofes  them 
not  in  a  thouland  Infulions :  But  the  in- 
fbantaneous  Progrefs  of  this  Enemy  to  Man¬ 
kind  is  beft  illuflrated  by  the  Rapidity  of 
Light,  which  is  not  greater.  But  more  of 
this  we  pals  by  till  we  come  pro  idled  ly 
to  fpeak  of  a  Contagion. 

-  SECONDLY,  the  particular  Nature  of 
the  peftil-ential  Miafmata,  may  be  known 
from  their  peculiar  Influence  upon  the 
feline  Particles  in  a  humane  Body}  for 
nothing  a£ts  with  more  Efficacy  and  Ener¬ 
gy  upon  a  feline  Body,  than  another  par¬ 
taking  of  the  fame  Quality  ^  and  nothing 
is  more  plain  than  that  this  nitrous  Spirit 
is  of  more  Efficacy  than  the  Alhaheft  it 
felf,  as  by  it  the  fibrous  Parts  of  the  Blood 
are  immediately  corroded  and  diffolved  $ 
and  therefore  after  dangerous  Hemorrhages, 
very  little  Coagulation  can  be  obtained  in 
the  extravafated  Blood,  unlefs  by  its  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  the  Cold ,  but  as  often 


as  that  does  happen;  do  not  we  imme¬ 
diately  find  a  Fixation  of  the  Fluids,  and 
a  certain  Congelation  of  the  Juices;  \Vhich 
greatly  retards  their  rapid  Motions,  and 


ioinetimes  brings  even  a  total  Stagnation : 
It’s  furthermore  of  condderabie  Importance 


to  our  prelent  Argument,  that  Spafms,  the 
tonftant  Attendants  of  a  Plague;  have 
their  Origin  from  an  acrid  veliicating  Salt 
in  the  nervous  Fluids 


«  .  -  •  V  ^  ,  ,  _  •  1  j  . 

T  O  thefe  it  may  liketvife  be  added; 
that  a  Pedilence  has  a  great  Similitude  to 
a  fcorbutick  Habit,  having  its  Origin  from 
a  faline  Conftitution  of  Blood  *7  and  the 
great  Likenefs  there  is  in  many  Circum- 
dances  of  their  Generation  and  Propaga¬ 
tion,  infomuch  that  after  a  Pedilence  is 
with  others  ceafed,  it  will  yet  continue  to 
irifeft  fcorbutick  Conftitutions ;  as  hereafter 
will  further  appear  :  From  the  fame  Caule 
like  wife  does  a  pedilential  Contagion  reign 
rnoft  in  Maritime  Countries,  and  near  the 
Sea-Coads  becaufe  fuch  a  faline  Difpofi- 
tion  does  there  mod  abound ;  and  the  Truth 
of  this,  the  Maritime  Parts  of  our  own  Coun¬ 
try  do  by  fad  Experience  too  much  te- 
ftifie. 


LAST* 
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LASTLY,  If  Arguments  taken  to  tills 
Purpofe  "from  the  Method  of  Cure  were 
valid,  from  thence  it  may  be  gathered, 
that  a  faline  Spirit  hath  a  great  fhare  in 
giving  Rife  to  a  Peftilence  \  for  in  our  cu¬ 
rative  Regards  for  this  Diftemper,  a  skilful 
and  upright  Phyfician  bends  his  whole 
Care  at  lirft  to  prevent  its  Attack,  which 
he  does  by  the  Ufe  of  oleaginous  Subftan- 
ces,  by  that  Means  expecting  to  cover  over 
the  Stomach  as  it  were  with  a  PI  after,  to 
guard  it  againft  fharp  and  corroftve  Effluvia  ; 
the  fame  Intention  is  alfo  purliied  by  Me¬ 
dicines,  in  endeavouring  to  defend  againft 
the  poyfonous  Taint,  or  throw  it  out  when 
received  by  Alexiftharmicks  and  Diapho- 
reticks :  For  every  one  who-  is  but  tole¬ 
rably  converfant  in  fuch  Practice,  very  well 
knows  that  the  faline  Particles  are  thrown 
off  this  Way  /much  more  effe&ually  than 
‘6y  any  other-,  and  a  farther  Demonftrati- 
oh  of  this  Matter  is  alfo,  that  the  Sweat 
of  infected  Perfons,  as  in  the  late  Sicknefs, 
gives  extream  pungent  Pains  by  its  Acri¬ 
mony  in  its  Exit ;  and  that  the  more  brackiftt 
fiich  Sweat  comes  out,  the  more  lerviceable 
it  proves  j  whereas  when  it  happened  to  be 
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foft  and  infipid,  it  was  a  fu  re  Forerunner  of 
worfe  Symptoms,  and  even  of  Death. 

FURTHERMORE,  as  to  curative 
Intentions,  all  Diligence  was  ufed  to  pre- 
ferve  and  rcflore  the  internal  Ferments 
from  a  Contagion*,  and  this  was  chiefly 
done  by  i  a  line  Preparations  of  various 
Kinds,  which  gave  greater  Energy  to  the 
natural  Spirits,  fo  as  to  alter  and  renew 
them  by  Means  of  that  Similitude  of  Tex¬ 
ture  and  Conflitution  naturally  between 
therm 

•  l  ...  *  ,  t  r  1  .  '  ‘ 
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AGAIN,  what  was  excreted  did  greatly 
eftablifli  this  pur  Hypolhefis  *,  what  was 
thrown  up  by  hard  Vomiting  difcovered  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  rancid  Brackiflinefs,  that 
vellicated  the  Stomach; into  Convulfions  by 

its  acrimonious  and  corrofive  Qualities  7 

,  .  ■ 

and  the  frothy  and  fermentative  Nature  of 
what  was  ejected  by  Stool,  fully  fliowed  its 
fa  line  Mixture  :  But  we  Aral!  come  more 
fully  to  talk  of  this  hereafter  :  To  con¬ 
clude  therefore  this  Controverfle  •  although 
the  Hypothefls  here  laid  down  may  at  firft 
Appearance  leem  new,  yet  it  does  not  fo 
far  differ  from  the  Sentiments  of  the  An- 

i  ,  ’  -.-VA  t. 

cients  upon  the  fame  Subject*  as  confirm 

and 
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land  explain  what  they  have  .laid :  It  comes 
down  to  us  for  the  Opinion  of  fome  of 
them,  that  a  Putrefa&ion  of  Choler  in  an 
humane  Body  gives  Rife  to  a  PefKlence  ; 
and  of  others,  that  Fire  may  be  fo  cor¬ 
rupted,  as  to  occafion  the  fame }  what 
therefore  the  former  conceived  of  Choler^ 
arid  the  latter  of  Fire,  we  judge  more 
juftly  afcribed  here  to  a  vitiated  faline  Spi¬ 
rit.  But  leaft  we  fhould  too  long  dwell 
upon  this  Argument,  if  it  was  needful  to 
recite  all  the  Caules  enumerated  by  Authors  of 
this  Malady,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
any  one  which  does  not  coincide  with  this 
our  Hypothec  *  lo  that  whofoetfer  pleales 
to  be  at  this  Pains,  mu  ft  either  affent  with, 
us,  or  rejett  them  j  and  he  that  does  not 
like  our  Opinion,  would  do  well  to  fhew 
a  betten  ,  * 


I  N  the  abovedefcribed  Peftilence,  as  in¬ 
deed  in  many  others,  Perfons  frequently 
died,  without  any  preceeding  Symptoms  of 
Horror,  Thirft,  or  concomitant  Fever  : 
For  the  Confirmation  of  which,  I  iliall  give 
an  Inftance  or  two  out  of  a  great  many  - 
A  Woman j  who  was  the  only  one  left  alive 
of  the  Family,  and  yet  to  her  Thinking 
perfectly  well,  perceived  upon  her  Breaft 

E  the 
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the  peftilential  Spots,  which  fhe  looking 
upon  to  be  the  ratal  Tokens,  in  a  very 
ihort  Space  died,  without  feeling  any  other 
Diforder,  or  any  other  Forerunner  of  Death. 

A  Youth  alfo  of  a  good  Confutation* 
&fter  he  had  found  him: elf  on  a  fudden 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  the  Contagion* 
believed  at  ftrft  they  were  not  the  genuine 
Marks,  becaufe  he  found  himfelf  fo  well, 
and  yet  he  was  dead  in  lefs  than  four 
Hours  after,  as  his  Phyfician  had  before 
prognosticated.- 

BUT  how  iuddenly  foever  the  Sicknefs 
killed  fome  People,  whether  by  fuddenly 
feiziiig  the  Brain,  Heart,  Lungs,  or  any 
other  principal  Part,  with  a  deadly  I  li¬ 
fe  felon,  or  poifoning  the  vital  Spirits  at 
once,  fo  that  no  Appearance  could  be  dif- 
earned,  even  of  a  lurking  Fever,  yet  for 
the  moft  Part,  fome  Fever  did  Shew  it 


AND  it  cannot  be  thought  ftrange, 
that  mofl  who  took  the  Contagion  fhould 
have  a  Fever,  to  thofe  who  confider  the 
Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit,  elpecially  when 
degenerated,  and  that  from  the  moft  flight 

Caufe 
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Caufe  it  will  take  Fire,  and  excite  Heat » 
and  the  Fever  accompanying  this  prefent 
Sicknefs  was  of  the  worft  Kind,  both  on 
Account  of  its  State  and  Periods,  fometimes 
imitating  a  Quotidian,  and  at  others  a 
Tertian ;  fometimes  Teeming  to  retreat, 
and  at  others  attacking  again  with  redoubled 
Fury :  There  was  never  a  total  Ceffation, 
but  fometimes  a  Remiilion  for  an  Hour  or 
two,  although  every  Exacerbation  was  worle 
than  the  former ;  but  this  I  pals  by  here, 
having  Occafion  hereafter  to  enlarge  further 
thereupon. 

A  T  length  therefore,  to  difcharge  my 
Promife  in  giving  a  iliort  Account  of  a 
Contagion,  as  of  a  Difeafe  that  is  commu¬ 
nicable  that  Way  only,  and  killing  moil 
it  feizes,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  the 
InfefHon  of  the  peftilential  Poifon  is  not 
only  transferable  from  one  Subjeft  to  ano¬ 
ther,  either  by  mediate  or  immediate  Con- 
taft,  and  exciting  the  fame  Symptoms; 
but  all  the  Conditions  likewife  of  its  Ex¬ 
ertion,  are  as  confpicuous  as  the  Noon-day 
Sun;  wherefore  thole  Arguments  to  prove 
the  peftilential  Corruption  not  to  ame 
from  Contagion,  are  trifling  and  not  worth 
Notice,  as  altogether  difconfonant  to  Rea- 

E  i  P* 
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fon  and  Experience  *,  as  after  I  have  enu^ 
merated  the  Conditions  of  a  contagious- 
Exertion,  I  doubt  not  but  to  make  this 

*  r 

Matter  clear  to  every  one* 

f  >Vi  i  'M  '  '  '  '  >'  ^ 

FOUR  Things  chiefly  are  neceffary  to 

a  Contagion: 

■»  >  ♦ 
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FIRST,  That  there  is  an  Efflux  of  the 
contagious  Semin  rum. 

*  r ‘  rS  '-■)?'{  t.-  ,  .  .  '  .  .• 
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SECO  JSfD  LTj  That  there  is  a  conve¬ 
nient  Medium  for  the  contagious  Particles 
to  move  through,  and  be  conveyed  by. 

T  H IRB  LTj  A  Fitnefs  in  the  SubjeT 
to  receive  and  cherifh  the  contagious  Efflv* 
viet*  And, 

i  f 

FOV  RT  HLT,  A  due  Stay  of  this  St- 
minium  ^  of  all  which  diftinftly. 

THE  Quantity  of  Necef Paries  daily 
taken  in  for  Refrefhment  does  evidently 
demonftrate,  that  infenfible  Perfpiration  is 
much  larger  than  all  other  Evacuations 
together :  But  where  a  Peftilence  invades, 
a  yet  much  greater  Waft  is  made  that 
Way,  than  in  a  Time  of  Health,  by  the 
r/j,  .  g  inteftine 
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iiiteftine  Colluftatien  and  Struggle  of  opp o~ 
fite  Principles  in  the  animal  Fluids  *  this 
is  confirmed  by  the  Obfervation  of  San&o- 
riusy  who  tells  us,  that  Perfons  taken  with 
a  peflilential  Contagion,  immediately  be¬ 
come  much  lighter,  the  Effluvia  of  their 
Bodies  breaking  through  on  all  Sides  with 
Rapidity  •  for  fuch  is  the  Energy  of  the 
peflilential  Taint,  that  it  immediately  fub- 
tilizes  more  thick  Subftanc.es,  and  gives 
them  fuch  a  Sharpnefs,  as  to  cut  their 
Way  like  fo  many  Needles,  or  Wedges, 
and  very  often  carry  along  with  them 
thofe  natural  Spirits  which  fhould  be  a 
Frefervative  to  the  whole  Frame:  Hence 
fometimes  follow  Swoonings  and  Faintings 
that  are  fatal,  and  Indications  of  that  Waft 
of  Spirits  that  hath  been  made  by  the 
peflilential  PoifprL 

HENCE  moreover  it  appears,  of  what 
*  £  diffufed  Nature  this  Contagion  may  bp 
of,  by  the  great  Plenty  that  tranfpires  from 
an  infe&ed  Perfon  •  and  which  Steam  a- 
lone,  as  it  is  fuffioient  to  communicate  the 
Infe&ion,  fb  it  is  aifb  capable  of  vaft  Di¬ 
latation  and  Diffufion*  not  much  unlike 
the  Snuff  of  a  Candle,  which  npt  only 
fmits  a  great  deal  of  Smoak,  but  carries 

E  ^ 
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a  confiderable  Stench  along  with  it  into 
very  distant  Parts« 

'  '*V>  .  • 

SECONDLY 7  A  fit  Medium  is  very 
conducive  to  the  Propagation  of  thePlague  *, 
for  according  to  the  Difpofition  of  that, 
in  being  more  or  lefs  open  or  confined,  is 
the  Life&ion  fooner  or  (lower  communica¬ 
ted  :  !Nor  is  there  any  Doubt,  but  that 
the  Air  is  this  fit  Medium ,  and  whofe 
Pores,  altho’  very  muiute,  are  readily  tilled 
with  it  •,  and  therein  the  noxious  Effluvia 
lodge  lecurely,  unlefs  expelled  by  any  ex- 
ternal  Force. 

,  f  ■  T  .  -  .  .  ‘ 

THE  Air  is  moreover  the  more  con- 
venient  Recepticle  and  Conveyance  of  this 
peftilential  Pdyfon,  on  account  of  that  ni¬ 
trous  Spirit  with  which  it  abounds  i  hence 
it  more  eafily  receives  the  poifonous  Aura, 
and  faithfully  preferves  it  as  in  a  proper 
Confervatory,  and  on  this  Account  the  per¬ 
nicious  Qualities,  (unlefs  firft  deftroyed  by 
fome  uncommon  Power)  fooner  reach  any 
Subjeft  to  aft  upon,  and  float  about  in 
Readinefs  for  Deftruftion :  Sometimes  alfo 
the  peftilential  Miafmata  may  be  broke  and 
deftroyed  by  the  Qccurfion  of  others. 
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without  any  Perception  of  either  haying 
been  in  this  Medium, 


HENCE  it  comes  ftrongly  to  be  con- 
je&ured,  how  the  peftilential  Se minium  comes 
to  be  hid  fo  fee  ret  ly  in  the  Porofities  of 
the  Air,  lb  as  to  be  conveyed  from  one 
Country  to  another,  and  to  travel  uriper- 
ceived  into  very  diftant  Regions.  Further, 
as  this  Medium 'is  more  ‘ft ill,  it  is  lb  much 
the  more  capable  to  receive  the  peftilential 
Infe£Fo:v;  whereupon  Places'  that  are  clofe, 
confined,  and  dark,  as  Prifons,  and  Houles 
in  Vallies,  are  much  more  liable  to  Conta¬ 
gion,  than  Situations  upon  Eminencies, 
where  the  Air  is  frequently  agitated  by 
Winds for  the  malignant  Effluvia  cannot 
fo  well  fix  in  an  Air  fo  tumultuouily 
hurried  about  *?  and  they  are  like  wile  ren- 
dred  lefs  hurtful  by  a  continual  Mixture 
pf  freih  Air  with  them. 

3*7/ IE  D  LTy  A  fuitable  Difpofition  of 
the  Subject  is  very  neceftary  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  the  peftifential  Taint  ^  and  this 
Difpofition  refpeTs  either  fome  Fitnels  in 
the  Pores  of  the  Body,  or  a  long  Accu¬ 
mulation®  of  diftempered  Humours.  The 
more  open  the  Pores  are,  and  the  wider, 

E  4  H 
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by  fq  much  the  more  eafiiy  will  the  In* 
feftion  penetrate  into  the  Body  j  and  the 
more  conftringed  they  are,  the  better  Se¬ 
curity  is  there  againft  it,  infbmuch  that 
hardly  by  any  other  Means  can  it  enter- 

.  K  .  ■  .  . jh  i  •  >  '■  * 

.  j,.  N-  /  1  '  •  ‘  4  •  • 

A  Turgefcency  of  bad  Humours  greatly 
facilitates  the  Plague’s  Admiflion  into  any 
Per  ion.  whether  fuch  a  morbid  Conftitution 
£rifes  from  the  Supprefliou  of  ufual  Eva.- 
cuations,  or  from  an  erroneous  Ufe  of  the 
Non-naturals  \  and  moft  of  all,  a  Load  of 
bad  Humours  from  an  Excefs  or  a  Surfeit. 

,/  :  '  w  >  .•  9 

leaves  fo  great  a  Similitude  to  the  pefti- 
lential  Poifon,  as  greatly  to  encourage  its 
Admiilion.  But  beiides  thele  Difpofitions 
of  the  Subject,  it  is  much  to  the  Purpofe 
to  faggeft  fhis  following  Obfervation,  that 
the  Plague  is  fometimes  fb  much  heredi¬ 
tary,  and  influenced  by  a  feminal  Taint, 
that  in  a  common  Contagion  it  fliall  much 
exert  it  felt  in  fbme  in  the  fame  Manner 
tipon  Children,  as  their  Parents,  as  in  the 
Small-Pox •,  and  other  Affections  of  like  Na¬ 
ture. 

FOVRTHLTj  It  is  neceifa ry  that  there 
fhouhl  be  a  continual  Lodmnefrt  of  the 
lal  Poifon  •  for  if  the  noxious  Steams 

<  v  >  sj  '  J  v  .•  -  •  • 
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were  blown  away  as  foon  as  received,  there 
would  be  but  little  Mifchief  done ;  but 
ihofe  which  meet  with  any  glutinous  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  a  certain  Mentor  from  the  Vifcidity 
of  the  Humours,  with  which  they  lie  en¬ 
tangled,  until  they  are  carried  through 
the  larger  Veffels  with  the  Blood,  be¬ 
gin  to  fufe  and  taint  all  the  animal 
Juices }  and  thus  the  pefliferous  Miafmata 
having  got  PoifeHion,  are  able  to  fubvert 
the  whole  Machine,  and  bring  all  into 
Confufion,  without  requiring  any  long  Stay 
to  execute  their  pernicious  ErFe£ls  •  for 
as  foon  as-  they  once  find  a  vifcid  and 
tenacious  Subfiance,  they  eagerly  join  with 
it,  and  are  but  with  great  Difficulty  to 
be  extricated.  Yet  notwithflanding  it  is 
generally  thus,  I  have  fometimes  found 

N. 

Inflances  of  a  longer  Stay  of  the  peflir 
lential  Poifon  before  its  Exertion,  where 
the  Symptoms  of  Infection  have  not  ap¬ 
peared  until  a  fit  Time  of  Maturity  for 
Eruption  into  Action,  and  for  the  Confir¬ 


mation  of  which  leveral  Inflances  might 
be  produced  were  it  controverted  ^  I  have 
known  many  go  into  the  Country  after 
Intercourfes  with  the  infected,  and  keep 
well  for  a  Month  or  two,  when  the  Ene¬ 
my  that  has  lay  hid  fo  long,  ruihed  out 

of 
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of  its  Fafhieiles,  and  by  its  Fury  fuffi- 
piently  compenfated  its  foregoing  Delays  j 
and  this  Eruption  fooner  might  very  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  hindred  ,  partly  by  the 
Vilcofity  of  the  Humours  entangling  the 
peftilential  Miafmata,  and  partly  from  an 
over-powerful  balfamick  Quality,  natural  to 
a  good  Blood,  and  to  a  Plenty  and  Vigour 
of  animal  Spirit  *  but  as  I  would  not 
be  tedious  upon  Things  fo  very  obvious, 

this  fliall  fuffice  concerning  a  Contagion, 

•  ^  "  v!  •  -  '•  •  ■  ..  ■  .  ;; 

BESIDES  the  Gaufes  already  recited, 
there  may  be  others  alfo  worth  Confidera* 
tion,  viz,*  the  eating  corrupted,  or  rotten 
Fldh  *,  and  it  is  not  at  all  foreign  to  our 
Purpofe  here  to  take  Notice,  that  on  the 
Year  before  the  late  peflilential  Sicknefs, 
there  was  a  great  Mortality  amongft  the 
Cattel,  from  a  very  wet  Autumn,  whereby 
their  Carcafes  were  fold  amongft  the  ordi¬ 
nary  People  at  a  very  mean  Price  ;  and  a 
great  deal  of  putrid  Humours  in  all  like¬ 
lihood  produced  from  thence :  And  this, 
in  the  Opinion  of  many,  was  the  Source  of 
our  laft  Calamities  \  and  many  knowing 
Perfo.ns  afcribe  the  Peftilence  to  this  Ori¬ 
gin,  as  the  morbid  Difpofttion  which  fuch 
a  Feeding  muft  needs  fubjeft  the  People, 


4nd  a  Contagion.  591 

could  not  but  facilitate  both  the  Infe&ion 

andProgrefs  of  that  fatal  Deftroyer. 

<  . 

T  O  this  I  do  not  deny,  but  that  the 
common  People,  who  fed  upon  fuch  a  Diet 
even  to  Gluttony,  might  treafure  up  Matr 
ter  enough  for  fo  deadly  an  Impreilion, 
and  with  which  the  Plague  might  naturally 
enough  go  into  a  Co-operation  *,  but  fuch 
Provifion,  although  very  much  corrupt,  and 
liable  thereby  to  excite  Symptoms  like  to 
thole  in  a  Peftilence  *,  yet  they  were  not 
in  Plenty  enough  to  fupply  the  whole 
Market^  and  therefore  a  Caufe  fo  private 
and  particular,  could  not  be  fupppfed  to 

extend  to  fo  univerfal  an  Effeft. 

1  -  . . 

HENCE  it  is  further  manifeft,  that 
a  corrupt  Diet  can  do  no  more  in  giving  a 
peftilential  Imprehion,  than  a  good  one  can 
in  removing  it }  and  therefore,  not  to  dwell 
.  too  long  upon  this  Matter,  it  is  my  Opi¬ 
nion  that  fuch  a  W ay  of  Living  may  raife 
the  Humours  to  a  Degree  of  Putrefaftion, 
as  brings  Fevers  very  malignant,  and  caufes 
epidemical  Difeafes,  but  not  a  true  PeftL 
lance* 

•i  I  U  V  5 

v 

A  M  D 

d  £ 


60  Of  the  Caufe  of  a  Teftilence, 

AND  the  Conjecture  that  a  Sickiiefs 
am  on  eft  Cattle  is  transferable  to  the  humane 
Species,  hath  not  yet  appeared  on  any 
good  Foundation;  but  to  remove  this 
Difficulty,  no  one  doubts  but  that  a 
Plague  amongft  Cattle,*  from  fome  com¬ 
mon  Caufe,  as  a  Corruption  of  the  aerial 
Nitre,  and  which  differs  from  a  Plague 
amongft  Men  but  in  Degree,  may  alfo 
be  transmitted  to  the  humane  Species ; 
that  is,  a  feebler  Degree  of  Poifon,  and 
a  milder  Aura,  may  taint  the  Herbage, 
than  that  which  is  fufficient  to  deitroy 
the  firmer  Conftitution  of  Animals  ;  befides 
which,  from  the  Diverfity  in  the  Pores  of 
Brutes,  and  their  different  Conflitutions, 
and  the  Fortitude  in  the  Spirit  of  a  Man, 

i  cannot  be  induced  to  believe  that  the 

* 

Peftilence  amongft  Cattle  from  a  private 
Carafe,  can  ever  obtain  any  Dominion  over 
Mankind.  Thefe  Stories  therefore  have  no 
Weight  with  me,  that  a  certain  Leech, 
upon  opening  an  Horle,  that  with  a  great 
many  others  had  died  of  fbme  common 
Diftemper,  in  Order  to  know  what  it  was, 
and  finding  certain  peftilential  Tokens  upon 
his  Inwards,  both  the  Mailer  and  the  Fa¬ 
mily  foon  died  of  the  Infeftion  ;  which 

yet 
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yet  went  no  further  than  that  Family,  hut 
expired  with  them. 

DURING  the  late  Plague  likewile  at 
London ,  a  Citizen  travelling  into  the  Coun¬ 
try,  found  his  Horfe  of  a  fudden  to  tire 
and  fall  down,  whereupon  he  opened  his 
Mouth  to  find  out  if  poffible  the  Caufe  of 
fo  fudden  a  Change  ;  when  the  good  Man, 
upon  Receipt  of  the  Horfe’s  Breath  upon 
him,  immediately  grew  fick,  and  died  in 
two  Days  Time. 

BUI  theie  and  the  like  Inftances  cef* 
tainly  tend  to  prove  no  more  than  that 
there  may  be  ConfHtutions  and  malignant 
Steams,  which,  by  agitating  the  Mafs  of 
Humours,  may  excite  putrid  and  irregular 
Orgalms,  wherein  the  Juices  and  Animal 
Fluids,  according  to  the  Quantity  and  Pre¬ 
valency  of  the  Diftemperature,  and  the 
Variety  of  the  infufed  Taint,  with  the 
Diverfity  of  Putrefaction,  goes  into  Corru- 
I  ption  *,  but  the  forementioned  Tranfplan- 
tation  of  the  Plague  does  not  happen  but 
where  there  is  a  fuitable  Predilpoiltion  of 
Humours  to  admit  it,  as  its  Caufe  is  net 
general. 


MORE- 
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MOREOVER,  although  the  Iritem- 
perature  of  the  Year,  Hidden  Change  of 
Air,  SuppreiHon  of  ufilal  Evacuation,  Di¬ 
minution  of  Perfpiration,  Drunkennefs,  Ve- 
nery,  and  Paffions  of  the  Mind,  efpecially 
Anger  and  Fear,  are  jiiftly  reckoned  a- 
mongft  the  remote  Caufes  of  a  Peftilence ; 
yet  they  regard  rather  the  Invafion  of  it} 
than  its  Origin  ;  but  of  this  we  fliall  fay 
more  hereafter.  As  to  the  abovementioned 
Paffions;  it  is  almoft  incredible  how  fome, 
at  the  Height  of  the  Infeftion,  would  from 
a  very  flight  Caufe  kindle  into  the  utmoft 
Rage  and  rave  at  one  another  like  meer 

O  5 

Scolds,-  until  Death  parted  their  Conten- 
tions. 

NOR  does  Fear  or  Sorrow  iefs  prepare 
the  Way  for  the  Infeftion,  by  deadning 
the  Fancy  and  Memory,  by  Suffocating  the 
Spirits,  Suppf  effing  the  natural  Heat, 
breaking  the  Conftitution,  and  Promoting 
Malignity  :  We  have  manifold  Instances  of 
this  kind  in  Readinefs  •,  but  if,  as  fome  do, 
we  fhould  be  prolix  in  the  Enumeration 
df  Things  that  want  not  Proof,  the  Reader 
would  be  quite  tired  with  nee  die  fs  Stories; 

BUt 
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BUT  now  it  may  be  convenient  to  add 
a  few  Remarks  concerning  the  Tranflation 
of  a  Peftilence  from  an  hot  Country  to  & 
cold  one;  for  according  to  the  different 
Elfeds  of  Heat  and  Cold,  the  one  atte¬ 
nuating  and  rarefying,  the  other  condenfing 
and  conftipating,  the  peftilential  Venom  is 
ftrangely  altered,  infomuch  that  in  a  Thing 
fo  obvious,  there  does  not  require  much  to 
be  faid:  Every  Thing  of  this  kind  pro- 
digioufly  fpreads  in  hot  Climates,  as  being 
more  fubtile  than  even  the  Air  itjfelf; 
tho’  the  fame  in  the  Northern  Countries 
is  more  retrained,  and  confined  in  FafN 
neffes  it  cannot  efcape  from  ;  and  from  hence 
the  Reafon  is  very  obvious  why  there  is  lb 
much  Difference  between  the  Difeafes  of 
different  Climates,  which  would  be  too 
tedious  for  us  here  to  go  into- 

T  O  come  nearer  therefore  to  onr  Buh- 
nefs-  the  fame  AffeTions  that  in  an  hot 
Country  heat  the  Blood  and  other  Juices, 
fo  as  in  a  great  Meafure  to  put  them  into 
Pufion,  when  tranflated  into  the  contrary 
Extream  may  give  contrary  Properties  to 
the  lame  Fluids,  and  e  contra ;  and  this 
might  be  demonftrated  by  innumerable 

Expe- 
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Experiments,  were  there  any  Doubt  about 
it. 

I T  being  then  granted,  that  this  Plague 
firft  was  brought  from  Africa ,  or  Jljia,  to 
Holland ,  and  from  thence  into  Britain ,  every 
one  may  eafily  conjecture,  how  much  Al¬ 
teration  it  mull:  undergo  in  Inch  a  Travel, 
from  a  hot  and  dry  Climate  into  a  moift 
and  cold  one,  not  fo  much  in  its  own  Ma¬ 
ture,  as  from  the  Vehicle  of  Air  which 
conveyed  it,  and  thereby  producing  diffe¬ 
rent  Degrees  of  InfeCtion,  and  Series  of 
Symptoms:  But  this  Variation  would  be 
mold  difcernable  in  the  Complication  of 
the  peffilential  Scminium ,  with  the  particu¬ 
lar  Difeafes  of  each  Country,  and  thofe 
which  are  as  it  were  peculiar  to  them  : 
This  in  our  Cafe  is  very  well  worth  No¬ 
tice,  for  in  Holland ,  where  the  Scurvy  ex- 
treamly  reigns,  and  therefore,  for  Reafons 
before  given,  mold  liable  to  a  peffilential 
InfeCtion,  it  obtained  only  as  a  more  ag¬ 
gravated  Scurvy,  as  dfhall  hereafter  be  fur¬ 
ther  remarked. 

A  S  for  that  Opinion  of  the  famous 
Kircher ,  about  animated  Worms,  I  muff 
coufefs  I  never  could  come  at  any  fuch 

JDi£ 
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Difcovery  with  the  Help  of  the  beft  Glaflesj 
nor  ever  found  the  fame  difcbvered  by  any 
other ;  but  perhaps  in  our  cloudy  Bland 
we  are  not  fo  lharp-fighted  as  in  the  fe« 


rene  Air  of  Italy  ,  and  with  Submiflion  to 
fo  gfeat  a  Narhe,  it  feems  to  trie  very 
difconfbnant  to  Reafon,  that  Rich  a  pefti- 


lential  Seminium,  which  is  both  of  a  nitrous 
and  poifonous  Nature,  fhbuld  produce  IT 
living  Creature* 

,  *  "  *  *  T  f  *8' 

*  -r*  r  - 

V  •  "  .  2.  l  .  ,  ■  t  .1 

AS  in  putrid  Fevers,  fo  in  a  Peflilence,7 
Malignity  is  a  DeRroyer  of  Infers,  and 
frightens  them  away  as  it  were  alive,  fo 
far  is  it  from  giving  Birth  to  them;  in¬ 
deed  in  fbme  malignant  Ulcers  and  Can-* 
cers,  and  in  the  Blood  bf  fome  People* 
fometimes  animalcula  are  found ;  which  is 
rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  Effeft  of 
fome  Fault  in  the  nutritious  Juice,  than 
the  Produce  of  any  Poifon  •  and  therefore 
‘they  are  not  to  be  accounted  amongft  thi 
Gaufes  of  a  Peftilence. 


F 
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SECTION  III. 

Of  the  primary  Seat  of  a  Peftilence  ;  where? 
by  the  Way,  is  conftdered  the  Nature  of 
the  Spirits ,  and  their  Infection  in  an 
humane  Body  f  om  Poifon . 

IN  Order  to  put  an  End  to  the  Can- 
troverfies  about  the  Seat  of  a  Peftilence, 
which  have  from  Antiquity  even  to  this 
Day  been  warmly  maintained,  many  Au¬ 
thors  putting  the  Heart  for  the  Principle 
of  Life  and  Death,  iome  the  Brain,  and 
others  the  Stomach,  Lungs,  or  Liver :  It 
will  be  neceffaiy  here  to  difcover  the  im¬ 
mediate  Refidence  of  the  peftilential  Semi- 
mum.  Since  therefore  the  above-mentioned 
Auray  according  to  Hypothecs,  is  very 
fubtile  and  fplritiious,  for  that  Reafon  there 
muff  neceiTarily  be  fome  conformable  Pro¬ 
perty  In  the  Matter  which  is  fit  to  receive 
it ;  as  therefore  there  is  not  in  the  whole 
humane  Machine  any  Subject  more  appo- 
fite,  and  capable  of  its  Union,  than  the  ani¬ 
mal  Spirits,  we  mult  fix  its  Refidence  the.  e. 
But  becaufe  I  am  fenfible  what  Objections 
this  Opinion  lies  open  to,  with  fome  Per- 
fens,  who  may  not  conceive  how  an  im¬ 
mediate 
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liiediate  Infection  of  the  Spirits  is  commu¬ 
nicable  to  the  Vifcera,  and  all  Parts  of 
the  Body,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  go  thro5 

y  y  • .  * 

this  Matter  in  a  very  particlar  Manner,  by 
"enquiring  * 

FIRST,  What  are  the  Spirits  concern¬ 
ing  which  we  are  here  fpeaking  ? 

SECONDLY ■  What  is  that  Difpofition 
bf  Spirits  which  makes  them  fit  to  receive 
the  peiftilential  Imprefiion  ?  And, 

\  3  '  '  '  v'i  ‘  , 

THIRDLY,  After  what  Manner  the 
vitiated  Spirits  can  affe£i  the  whole  Body 
with  Diforders? 

X,  •  V  V  j 

f  t;  i  f  v  /■■■  ,;  i  '  ,  i 

T  O  this  Piirpdfe  we  hiiift  know,  that 
the  Spirits  are  the  mold  thin  and  fub- 
tile  Particles  of  the  Aliment  and  other 
Juices,  raifed  to  the  utmofi:  Perfection  and 
Volatility  by  the  innate  Heat,  and  the 
nitro-aerial  Spirit,  to  ferve  in  the  Opera- 
tions  of  the  Mind,  and  all  the  Purpofes  of 

the  animal  OEconomv. 

* 

THE  Matter  whence  the  Spirits  are 
generated  is  the  Chyle>  and  their  Reftau- 
t&tion$  Confirmation j  and  Vigour,  from  the 

F  A  ft®* 
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Recruits  of  Food,  as  is  their  Languor,  Pr$* 
firation,  and  utter  Extinction  from  the 

1  •  ’  *  c  • 

Want  of  it  fa  that  howfoever  they  were 
firft  generated  in  the  original,  they  owe 
their  Confer  vation  and  Vitality  to  the  Nou- 
rifhment  continually  brought  in  •  and  al¬ 
though  in  a  State  of  perfect  Health  they 
are  never  changed  by  that,  yet  they  con¬ 
tinually  a£t  upon  that  after  various  Ways, 
bringing  it  from  a  crude,  recreme aticious 
State,  into  a  noble  Juice,  or  rich  fpiritual 
Balfam,  retaining  its  ideal  Character  :  And 
hence  it  comes  about,  that  although  there 
is  a  daily  Wafte  of  Spirits,  there  is-  no 
Want,  becaufe  Nature  is  continually,  while 
Things  are  in  Health,  making  more  *,  in- 
fbmuch  that  after  a  due  Conftitution  of 
Spirits  is  obtained,  they  of  themfelves  are 
the  main  Efficients  in  making  more,  as  one 
light  is  kindled  by  another,  and  as  the 
Blood  it  felf  is  the  chief  Inftrument  in 
Sanguification,  or  making  more  Blood. 

I T  is  a  Matter  indeed  of  much  more 
Difficulty  to  determine,  how  Particles  from 
a  grofs  Origin,  ffiould  be  railed  to  lo  great 

Volatility  and  Finenefs  ;  but  this  is  very 
certain,  that  when  they  are  elaborated  in 

the  molt  perfect  Manner,  they  exceed  even 

the 
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the  Light  and  Activity  of  the  Sun-Beams  • 
and  the  brighter  and  more  a&ive  they  are, 
the  better  do  they  perform  their  Offices 
in  the  O Economy,  as  from  their  Efficiency 
is  procured  a  State  of  Health  and  Vigour 
both  in  Body  and  Mind. 


IT  is  of  no  great  Moment  to  enquire, 
what  Quantity  of  Spirit  is  necefTary  for 
the  Confervation  and  Support  of  an  humane 
Body,  lo  that  we  do  but  know  they  par¬ 
take  of  the  Source  from  whence  they  are 
generated,  infomuch  that  they  are  more 
or  left  perfeCt,  according  to  the  greater  or 
leffier  Degree  of  Purity  in  their  productive 
Ju  ices. 

JSv  .  „  ■  *  ,  .  •  / 

r  '  |  -  - 

BUT  I  muft  here  acknowledge  my  iel f 
diffident  in  that  Opinion  of  the  Spirits  be~ 
ing  prepared  of  a  different  Nature  for  par-> 
ticular  Parts,  for  according  to  the  Influen-r 
‘  ces  of  the  Mind,  and  the  Contiguity,  Recti¬ 
tude,  or  Content  of  the  VelTels,  they  are 
by  a  voluntary  ACt  determined  the  lame 
into  this  or  that  Limb  or  Part :  Which 
is  manifelt  enough  in  the  Prick  of  a  Needle, 
or  a  venomous  Bite,  from  the  great  Afflu¬ 
ence  of  Spirits  to  that  Part  ^  I  have  there^ 
fore  no  Notion  of  a  continued  Emanation 
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of  Spirits,  but  that  on  fuch  Occafions  they 
are  called,  by  the  Senliition  upon  the  af¬ 
fected  Part,  from  the  nervous  Origin  where* 
they  are  elaborated, 

W  V  '  '  r-  >  r  ..  .  ,  ■  .  . 

*  J  t  £  >,  \  ■  _jt  \  \ 

SECONDLY,  It  fometimes  happens 
that  the  Spirits  degenerate  from  their  native 
Purity,  as  alfo  at  others  that  they  prove 
abortive,  in  not  arriving  to  their  utmoft 
Maturity,  whereby  they  lie  more  open  ta 
foreign  Impreffions  of  Dihemperature, 

B  U  T  when  the  Juices,  or  common 
Promotuary  from  whence  the  Spirits  are 
generated,  is  not  uniform,  genuine,  and  per¬ 
fect  in  kind,  it  is  impoilible  that  Spirits, 
Jhould  be  made  from  it  in  any  tolerable 
Perfection  \  for  one  may  as  well  pretend 
to  wafh  a  Brick,  or  draw  clear  Water  from 
a  foul  Spring,  as  expeCt  pure  and  natural 
Spirits  from  a  corrupt  and  vitiated  Chyle  \ 
although  even  when  the  Chyle  is  in  right 
Order,  there  may  various  Errors  happen 
in  the  Generation  of  Spirits,  as  from  too 
great  an  Heat  agitating  the  Blood  in  a 
preternatural  Manner,  or  from  an  imperfeCt 
or  unequal  Separation  of  Particles,  or  from 
too  much  Cold  caufing  an  Intermixture  of 
Ct^ditifS|  and  again2  although  the  Spirits 
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are  duly  elaborated,  yet  they  may  run  into 
irregular  Motions,  and  be  the  Occafion  of 
many  Diforders :  But  what  is  moft  to  the 
Purpofe,  they  may  fometimes  alfo  receive 
a  Taint  from  external  Impreffions. 

AND  this  Aptitude,  or  Propensity  of 
the  Spirits  to  receive  a  peftilential  Taint, 
is  manifeft  from  their  fiery,  or  rather  faline 
Nature,  for  on  Account  of  that  Subtilty 
which  they  acquire  thereby,  do  they  more 
naturally  attract  the  contagious  Aura,  than 
Bodies  more  grofs  and  heavy :  For  as 
thefe  Spirits,  as  before  obferved,  are  nitrous, 
and  inflammable,  by  their  Similitude  to  a 
peftilential  Aura ,  they  not  only  are  fitted 
to  receive,  but  even  attract  it,  and  pro*- 

voice  it  into  Union :  as  the  Snuff  of  a  Can- 

/  «  _ 

.&r 

die  juft  blown  out,  if  it  is  not  too  far  off, 
will  by  an  Affinity  of  Qualities  be  foon 
rekindled  by  another  lighted  one  at  feme 

* 

Diftance*,  and  how  much  fbever  the  poi- 
fbnous  Qualities  of  the  peftilential  Effluvia 
may  be  definitive  of  the  animal  Spirits, 
yet  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  than 
that  their  Taint  is  very  eafily  impreffed 
ypon  them* 


AFTEE 
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AFT  E  R  the  peftilential  Poifbn  is  thus 
received  by  the  Spirits,  it  is  impoilible  to 
exprefs  the  fatal  Coniequences,  and  the 
cruel  Havock  that  is  made  in  the  whole 
O Economy  \  for  the  lame  Inffcruments  which 
before  were  aery,  lucid,  and  like  the  Rays  of 
the  Sun,  immediately  become  vapid,  dark, 
and  uleiefs,  neither  able  to  invigorate  the 

nor  defend  it  againh  the 

Contagion. 


r*n 


T H I  E  D  L  Y,  Having  briefly  palled  over 
thele  Matters,  it  remains  that  we  fltew  by 
what  Steps  the  humane  Frame  comes  to 
be  ciifordered  byjthis  peftilential  Invafion; 
and  in  Order  -tQ  this,  I  know  not-  a  more 
fatal  Circumftance  in  Mature  than  to  have 
the* very  Pyavds  and  tutelary  Prefervers  of 
fife,  turn,  as  it  were,  Defert^rs  and  Be¬ 
trayers.  For  there  is  nothing  more  mani- 
feft,  than  that  j(  the  whole  Compage,  and 
its  leveral  Parts,  run  into  Decay  as  foon 
as  the  peftilential  Taint  takes  Place  •  fqr 
immediately  upon  the  firft  Seizure,  the 
whole  Effort  of  Nature,  as  at  Rome  when 
Hannibal  was  at  their  Gates,  is  recollefled 
againft  the  Enemy,  as  fenflble  that  all  is 
Stakc’  but  bei«S  unequal  to  the  Conflift, 

they 


they  retreat,  and  are  taken  Prifoners,  leav^ 
jng  the  whole  Body  defenceless.  Henc$ 
the  Infeftion  runs  through  all  the  Blood, 
ivhereby  the  Heart  and  Lungs  are  princi¬ 
pal  Sufferers.  Hence  fuch  a  Corruption  of 
the  nutritive  Fluids,  that  the  whole  ner¬ 
vous  Syffem  is  diflurbed,  the  burning  Heat 
of  the  Pancreas  produces  the  moft  extream 
Sicknefs,  and  hence  follows  fuch  a  Depra¬ 
vation  of  the  whole  Machine^  that  all  the 
vital  Faculties  ceafe  to  a  ft,  and  Death 
clofes  the  fatal  Scene. 

i;  ■  ■  *  ■  ■ 

BUT  I  do  not  at  all  lee  how  liich  a 
noble  Part  as  the  Heart,  fhould  be  firfk 
affe&ed  by  any  particular  fpeciftck  Quality 
in  the  Poifon  of  a  Plague,  to  aifeft  that 
more  than  any  other  ;  as  if  it  was  fo  fpight- 
ful,  as  fome  would  have  it,  to  attack  the 
Principles  of  Life  at  once  ;  for  the  Heart 
feems  at  firli  to  be  affe&ed  chiefly  from 
the  Multiplicity  of  Veffels,  and  the  great 
Crowd  of  Circulation  that  Way,  giving 
Opportunity  for  the  Venom  fooner  to  arrive 
thither  ^  concerning  which  we  final!  have 
Occafion  to  fay  more  under  that  .Head  of 
Symptoms. 

UPON 


it* 
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UPON  the  throng,  prefemptive  Proofs 
therefore  that  the  peftiiential  Poiion  chiefly 
refides  in  the  Spirits,  we  cannot  but  much 
admire  at  the  Weaknefs  of  thofe,  who  ex- 
to  detefl  its  Nature  and  Caufe  from 
what  they  can  find  on  the  DifTeftion  of 
morbid  Bodies,  and  fuch  like  Circumftances  : 
For  a  very  noted  Perfon,  and  one  of  ex.-* 
quifite  Skill  in  Anatomy,  although  he  him- 
lelf  at  lafl  fell  in  the  general  Calamity, 
affirmed,  that  the  Seat  of  the  laft  Peftilence 
was  in  the  extream  Angles  of  the  Plexus 
Chnoides ,  towards  the  Cerebellum ,  becaufe  he 
had  found  a  finall  Veficle  there;  others 
have  obferved  the  Lungs  to  have  been 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  Infection  ;  o* 
thers  report  the  Heart  to  have  been  turner 
fied,  and  burnt  as  it  were,  to  a  Coal  - 
wheieas  it  is  plain,  that  thefe  Parts  are 
only  fo  many  Fields  of  Battle,  where  the 
Spirits  and  the  Infeaion  contend  it  with 
each  other;  Nor  will  any  one,  who  rightly 
confiders  thefe  Things,  wonder,  that  "fuch 
AlaiLs  oi  Devaluation  iliould  every  where 
be  left  by  fo  cruel  an  Enemy. 

1  HSREFORE,  although  it  ffiouid 
be  granted  that  the  moft  obvious  and  open 

Tokens 
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Tokens  of  a  Pefiiience  are  from  a  fpiritual 
and  an  invifible  Caufe,  and  whole  Elre&s 
may  perhaps  fometimes  he  laid  open  to 
Sight,  yet  I  have  no  Intention  to  difcourage 
anatomical  Diffeftions  as  a  needlefs  Trouble, 
for  by  fuch  Light,  Medicine  is  recovered 
from  the  Reproach  of  Conjecture  •  but 
when  Bodies  are  opened  which  have  been 
defiroyed  by  fuch  fubtile  Agents  as  here  fpoke 
of,  there  is  no  Confidence  to  be  given 
from  thence  to  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  *7 
and  thole  who  have  been  moft  knowing  in 
the  Nature,  Ufe,  and  Diforders  of  the 
Spirits,  very  well  can  direft  how  to  re¬ 
cover  thole  Diforders,  and  avoid  future 
Inconveniencies  by  immediate  Application 
thereunto, 

AND  Daftly,  to  conclude  this  Do&rine 
concerning  the  Spirits  InreCHon,  this  irre¬ 
fragable  Argument  may  be  produced  from 
*  the  Intention  of  Cure }  for  I  have  expe- 
rienced  by  more  than  a  thoufand  Infiances, 
that  the  more  cardiack  and  alexipharmick 
Medicines  are  fubtile  and  fpirituous,  the 
more  certainly  do  they  encounter  the  pe- 
fiilential  Poifon  with  Succefs  *  whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  thofe  Medicines  which  are 

coarfer 
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eoarfer  and  flower  of  Exertion^:  do  little 
or  bo  Good.  But  this  we  refer  to  the 
curative  Part  hereafter  in  another  Se&ioru 

/  *  .d  ;  ' 
'  v 

SECTION  IV. 

‘  a  ' 

Of  the  Complication  of  a  Peflilence  with 
other  Dtjlempers ,  and  particularly  with 
the  S curvy p 

AS  the  Peftilence  is  the  moif  powerful 
of  all  other  Difie-mpers,  fo  it  alio 
claims  a  particular  Privilege  of  joining  with 
all  others  ^  fo  that  it  does  not  ruore  ex¬ 
cel  in  its  own  Contrariety  and  Antipa¬ 
thy  to  Nature,  than  it  afferts  a  Preroga¬ 
tive  over  all  thofe  various  Evils  which  the 
humane  Frame  is  fubjeTed  to,  and  draws 
them  into  its  Ailiitance  in  exerciilng  its 
cruel  Power  over  Mankind. 

T  H 1  S  AiTertion  might  be  fupported 
by  a  Multitude  of  Inhances,  if  it  were 
not  for  taking  up  too  much  ot  the  Rea¬ 
der’s  Time  •  for  which  Reafon  we  ihall  on¬ 
ly  take  Notice,  that  amoijgft  all  thofe  Di- 
ftempers  which  are  thus  inclined  to  join 
their  Forces  with  this  rnoR  powerful  Ene¬ 
my,  fome  feero  to  have  a  more  particu¬ 
lar 
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lar  Fitnefs  for  fuch  a  Union,  from  a  com-* 
mon  Affinity  in  the  Nature  of  their  In- 
fed  ion,  and  the  Energy  of  their  Foifon. 

ONE  of  the  Fir  ft  of  this  Ciafs  is  the 
venereal  Difeafe,  with  which  the  peftilen- 
tial  Venom  does  in  a  very  familiar  Manner 
unite  it  felf.  At  the  fir  ft  breaking  out 
indeed  of  the  laft  Sicknefs  it  was  given  out 
by  common  Fame,  that  thole  who  were  pre- 
vioully  infeded  with  any  foul  Diftemper, 
as  the  Pox  in  particular,  would  be  fecured 
thereby  againft  the  peftilential  Taint*,  but 
wicked  and  impious  was  the  Confequence 
of  luch  a  Suggeftion  *,  for  many  were 
hereby  encouraged  to  leek  the  moft  lafci- 
vious  and  filthy  Proftitutions,  on  purpofe 
to  be  fecufd  by  one  previous  Infedion  againft. 
another :  But  befides  the  poifonous  Qua¬ 
lity  peculiar  to  this  nafty  D’feafe,  beiides 
that  Expence  of  Spirit  in  the  procuring 
‘it,  and  befides  a  loft  Force  of  the  Con- 
ftitution  thereby,  the  greateft  Aggravation 
to  this  Misfortune  was,  that  the  very  Taint 
which  was  to  defend  againft  another,  had 
it  in  its  Nature  to  be  more  forcibly  at¬ 
tracted  by  it  •  fo  that  the  raili  Adventurer 
was  foon  brought  to  a  bitter  Repentance 
for  his  Experiment,  by  finking  immediately 

under 
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Under  the  peftilential  Contagion  at  its  firfi 
Stroke ;  and  it  was  common  to  find,  by  a 
very  eafy  Tranfitibn,  the  venereal  Buboes 
changed  into  peftilential  Carbuncles,  except 
in  a  few  Inftances  where  Nature  found  out 
an  uncommon  Artifice  again#  thefe  united 
Powers^  by  endeavouring  an  Eje&ment  of 
their  joint  Malignities  by  Salivation,  where¬ 
by  fbmeti  tries  the  Patient  was  brought 
into  lome  Chance  for  his  Life,  both  the 
Poifons  being  in  a  great  Meafure  caft  off 
together  that  way* 

BUT  here  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  admonifh  the  young  Phyficians  not  td 
be  too  forward  Imitators  of  Nature  in  fuch 
a  Circmnftance*  unlefs  they  will  run  the 
fame  Hazard  with  a  certain  Eiiipirick, 
who  crouded  his  Powders  upon  the  Sick 
that  railed  an  untimely  fpitting,  and 
brought  a  great  many  into  a  dangerous 
Condition,  which  by  a  regular  Pra&ice 

taght  have  been,  tho*  with  Difficulty 
faved.  '  *' 5 

Yet  to  fet  this  whole  Affair  in  a 
tlear  Light,  there  is  great  Reafon  td 
fufpeT  that  in  many  Cafes  Mercury  had 
tor  tome  time  remained  in  the  Body,  which 

.7  5 

like  - 
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like  a  Snake  in  the  Grafs,  being  raifed  b f 
the  Peftiiential  Infe&ion,  flew  up  into  a 
Salivatoii}  for  the  febrile  Heat,  affifted 
with  Medicines  alfo  of  an  hot  Nature,  throw 
up  the  Mercury,  which  had  long  lain 
quiet,  like  a  Sublimation  -7  which  ihould 
be  a  Caution,  not  only  to  young  Phyftci- 


ans,  but  thofe  of  more  handing  in  PraHice^' 


not  to  be  fo  buify  with  mercurial  Medi¬ 
cines,  to  Children  as  well  as  grown  Per- 
fons,  as  they  are  too  much  apt  to  be ; 
leaA  befides  the  Ineonveniencies  already 
mentioned  they  caufe  malignant  Ulcers,, 
and  Rotennefs  upon  the  Bones,  as  it  is  too 
commonly  obferved  to  be  done  in  irregular 
Pra&ice,  to  the  irreparable  Detriment  of 
the  Patients, 


I  am  not  however  ignorant  that  feme- 

times  the  Peftiiential  Venom  may  tumifie 

%  * 

the  falival  Glands  without  any  other  AD 
‘  fiftance,  and  occaflon  Ulcers  in  the  Mouth 
as  with  Mercury  7  for  it  is  a  common  Cafe 
in  many  malignant  Fevers. 


BUT  it  is  fo  clear  a  Matter  that  the 
Peftiiential  and  venereal  Poyfons  may  inti¬ 
mately  join  together  by  their  Affinity 
with  one  another,  to  the  great  Detriment 

of 
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of  Mankind,  as  to  want  no  further  Proofs 
to  confirm  it  *,  nor  does  their  Opinion  at 
all  obviate  ours,  who  place  the  venereal 
Poyfon  in  Humidity,  and  that  of  a  Pefth 
lence  in  Drynefs,  as  long  as  the  Symptoms' 
and  AffeftionS  of  both  difcover  one  com¬ 
mon  Principle,  that  is,  fomewhat  faline  $ 
but  yet  if  this  fhould  not  be  granted, 
they  are  naturally  enough  joined  together 
by  their  known  Malignity  and  DeftruCKon 
to  human  Nature. 

B  U  T  the  Affinity  between  a  Peftilence 
and  a  Scurvy  is  not  a  flight,  and  a  flip- 
pofititious  Conjecture,  but  ftrengthened  and 
confirmed  by  a  plain  Union  between  them, 
whereby  they  attack  like  confederate  Troops  j 
and  both  confefs  the  fame  Origin,  viz.. 
a  faline  Principle  ;  as  is  molt  remarkably 
obvious  in  their  eager  Coalition,  whether 
we  confider  the  forementioned  Tranfplanta- 
tion  of  the  like  Plague  from  Turfy  to  Hol¬ 
land.  where  their  Alliance  was  firfi  formed  ; 
Or  whether  we  reflect  upon  them  both 
as  Difbempers  equally  epidemical,  which 
when  joined  make  finch  cruel  Havock 
among  the  human  Species  }  as  neighbouring. 
Flames  catch  together  from  a  like  Af¬ 
finity  of  Parts,  and  burn  with  united  Fury. 

FOR 
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FOR  although  there  is  a  great  Differ 
rence  in  Salts  of  different  Kinds*  yet  there 
is  a  common  Property  amongft  them  all, 
that  when  joined  together  they  cannot 
hardly  by  any  Means  poffibly  be  afterwards 
feparated,  for  which  Reafon  when  thefe 
two  Enemies  of  Mankind  were  joined,  the 
complicated  Evil  was  at  firffc  cuffomarily 
diftinguiffied  by  the  outlandish  Scurvy ,  which 
by  a  confederate  Power  had  increafed  its 
Malignity  to  fo  great  a  Degree.  But  to 
give  fome  apparent  Fafts,  which  irrefraga- 
bly  prove  the  natural  Union  between  thefe 
two  Origins  of  Mifchief,  it  may  be  proper 
to  recite  fome  Symptoms  common  to  them 
both*  and  firft  of  all  thofe  Spots  which  were 
their  certain  Chara&erifficks* 

THE  Spots  of  thofe  in  the  Plague  were 
fometimes  fo  numerous*  as  to  cover  all  the 
*  Body,  of  which  we  ffiall  fay  more  here¬ 
after  j  and  if  we  confider  the  Appearances 
and  Conditions  of  the  Spots  in  both,  we 
lhall  find  a  very  great  Agreement*  the 
peftilential  Spots  fometimes  break  out  broad, 
at  other  Times  more  contracted,  juft  in 
the  fame  Manner  as  it  happens  in  a  Scurvy  7 
and  as  to  their  Duration,  fometimes  they 
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are  longer  out  than  at  others  in  botfi « 
2iow  alfo  fuddenly  appear,  and  then  again 
as  fuddenly  turn  in,  and  fometimes  remain 
out  for  two  or  three  Days  together }  and 
their  Likenefs  in  all  Refpe&s  is  frequently 
fo  great,  that  among#  the  ignorant  Nurfes 
and  Empiricks,  fometimes  the  fatal  Tokens 
of  a  Peftilence  have  been  miflaken  only 
for  Scurvy  Spots :  As  to  their  Colour  in 
a  Plague,  as  well  as  in  a  Scurvy,  they  are 
fometimes  florid,  refembling  frefh  Flea- 
Bites,  and  at  others  dusky  and  livid  \  and  I 
met  with  them  in  a  certain  Youth  refembling 
Violet  Flowers  painted  all  over  the  Body  ; 
and  in  feme  I  have  feen  them  almoft  quite 
black,  which  are  with  great  Difficulty  to 
be  diftinguifhed  from  the  true  pefHIential 
Tokens. 

THERE  are  other  Symptoms  alfo 
that  denote  the  Agreement  herein,  fuch  as 
large  Stools,  of  a  faline  and  fetid  Nature, 
and  which  are  with  great  Difficulty  re¬ 
trained  by  the  moft  powerful  Medicines ; 
but  if  inch  a  Flux  continues,  it  threatens 
irretrievable  Injuries,  as  Corrofion,  Inflam¬ 
mation,  and  iometimes  even  Sphacelati  on  of 
the  Bowels,  with  intolerable  Gripmgs,  aixl 
fometimes  Lets  of  Blood  *  Furthermore, 

the 
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the  Agreement  that  there  is  between  the 
Ulcers  and  Tumours  of  both  evidently  de- 
monftrate  the  Affinity  of  both  their  Ori¬ 
gins,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear  in 
that  Part  about  the  Curei 

THE  Peftilence  likewdle  Ihews  its  Affi¬ 
nity  with  the  Scurvy,  by  leaving  behind  it 
a  fcorbutick  Habit,  ^even  where  a  Per fon 
was  not  given  to  it  in  the  leaft  before ; 
and  it  is  not  indeed  at  all  ftrange,  that 
after  fuch  Diforders,  and  Corruption  of  the 
animal  Juices,  and  fuch  an  Exhalation  or 
Suffocation  of  fubtile  and  fpirituous  Par¬ 
ticles,  an  Habit  ihould  be  confirmed,  that 
can  be  removed  but  by  the  moh:  generous 
Remedies,  and  the  moil;  powerful  Anti- 
icorbuticks; 

IT  remains  now  briefly  to  enquire* 
whether  a  Peftllence  coming  upon  another 
Difeafe,  in  any  Inftancas  proves  of  Service } 
and  this  I  fhall  difpatch  in  two  Hiftories 
of  Cafes,  one  in  a  Confumption,  and  the 
other  in  the  King  s-EviU 

A  Girl  of  fifteen  Years  of  Age  was  fo 
emaciated,  that  fhe  had  left  little  befides 
Skin  and  Bones,  and  taking  no  IS  our  iffi  merit 
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for  14  Days  together,  fhe  was  given  over 
as  gone,  but  being  called  to  the  fame  Houle, 
to  fee  her  Mother,  and  two  others  who  had 
the  Infection,  and  recovered,  the  fame  Di- 
ftemper  leized  that  Creature  almoft  half-dead 
before,  whom  alfo  I  then  attended;  but 
fie  who  juft  before  lay  as  expiring,  leemed 
animated  by  the  fever  ilh  Heat,-  began  to 
move  her  Limbs,  and  with  the  Help  of 
Alexipharmick  Medicines,  although  before 
fpeechlefs,  began  to  complain  of  painful 
Swellings  about  her;  but  thofe  Buboes, 
which  I  fuppole  would  otherwife  have 
broke  out,  for  Want  of  Matter  to  raife 
them,  were  diflipated  by  Tranfpiration ;  fo 
that  hie  recovered,  and  in  about  two  Weeks 
alfo  manifeftly  loft  her  former  Diftemper, 
and  gathered  Flefh  and  Strength. 

A  N  O  T  HER  Maid  of  about  16  Years 
of  Age  had  been  fo  fcrophulous  from  her 
Childhood,  as  to  have  many  indurated 
Giaiid^  remain  after  all  poftible  M!eans  had 
been  ufed  to  diftlpate  them.  She  at  laft 
was  feized  with  the  Contagion,  and  pefti- 
lential  Buboes  rofe  upon  the  ftrumous 
Glands,  which  fuppurated,  and  let  out  a 
great  Quantity  of  Filth ;  and  upon  her  Re¬ 
covery^ 
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covery  from  thence,  her  former  Diftemper 
was  quite  loft. 

SO  ME  gouty  Perfons  iikewife, and  others 
accuftomed  to  very  obftinate  Complaints, 
were,  by  a  lucky  Conjunction  with  this  In¬ 
fection,  quite  reftored  :  and  indeed  moft  who 
were  rightly  managed  in  the  Plague,  and 
perleCtiy  recovered  of  it,  were  after¬ 
wards,  in  many  RefpeCts,  better  in  their 
Health  than  before  j  fo  that  this  terrible 
Enemy,  as  it  was  commonly  fatal,  lb  it  alfo 
lometimes  proved  a  Remedy.  And  thus 
much  for  the  Complication  of  the  Pefth 
lence  with  other  Difiampers.  We  Audi  now 
proceed  to  its  Symptoms. 

SECTION  V. 

Of  the  manifest  Signs  of  the  late  Pejti lence f 

IT  is  altogether  foreign  to  my  Delign  here, 
to  enumerate  all  the  Appearances  that 
belong  to  a  peftilential  Conftitution,  be^ 
caufe  a  great  deal  may  be  afcribed  to 
Fhantafie  and  Conje&ure,  as  the  Influence 
of  Comets,  and  the  ConjunCKons  of  Planets, 
with  others  of  like  Nature :  For  what 
firange  Notions  have  been  broached  con- 
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cerning  this  Contagion,  which  was  import¬ 
ed  to  us  from  Abroad?  Are  the  Tails  of 
Comets  always  armed  with  peflilential 
Arrows?  Or  is  the  Air  the  more  impure 
and  unhealthful  ?  Had  we  $ny  Famine  be¬ 
fore  the  laft  Sicknefs?  Or  had  we  por^ 
tentious  Swarms  of  Infe&s  like  Clouds  over 
us?  No,  juft  the  contrary,  as  we  before 
obferved  j  all  Things  from  Nature  were 
promiiing  and  ferene,  and  this  Deidroyer 
invaded  us  on  a  hidden  from  ft  range  Coun¬ 
tries  *  it  is  therefore  of  more  Advantage 
to  our  Defign  here,  to  take  all  its  conco¬ 
mitant  Signs  from  its  manifefd  EffeTs. 

AND  indeed  there  are  not  many  pe¬ 
culiar  t<»  a  peftilential  Fever,  as  that  is 
chiefly  a  Colleftion,  or  an  Epitome  of  all 
other  Fevers  together,  which  in  fuch  a 
Confederacy  are  not  therefore  without  a 
tedious  Work  to  be  enumerated  in  all  their 
Affe£Hcns  ^  I  fhall  therefore  fatisfie  my 
felf  with  defcribing  fuch  only  which  are 
moh  obvious  to  common  Obfervation,  and 
are  met  with  in  mold  inferred  Perfons : 
And  thefe  for  Method  Sake  I  fhall  di tri¬ 
bute  into  two  Gaffes, 

‘  ■  -  >  5  •*  * 
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FIRST y  The  manifeft  Signs  of  Infe£Hon 

SECONDLY,  The  Appearances  after 
Infe&ion. 

BUT  hereunto  I  think  it  neceffary  to 
premife,  that  a  Peftilence  puts  on  forae- 
times  one,  and  at  others  another  Appear¬ 
ance,  and  -  fometimes  even  contrary  ones, 
according  to  the  Conftitution  or  Age  of 
the  Patient,  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  prelent 
or  preceding  Diftempers,  a  faulty  Way  of 
Living,  and  the  different  Means  of  Commu¬ 
nication,  both  with  RelpeS  to  Virulence 
and  Degree, 

THE  Symptoms  of  the  firft  Clals  are 
Horror,  Vomiting,  Delirium,  Dizzinefs, 
Head-ach,  and  Stupefa&ion* 

O  F  the  fecond,  a  Fever,  Watching,  Pal¬ 
pitation  of  the  Heart,  Bleeding  at  Nofe, 
and  a  great  Heat  about  the  Precordia. 

THE  Signs  more  peculiar  to  a  PeftY 
lence,  are  thofe  Puffules  which  the  com¬ 
mon  People  call  BUins ,  Buboes^  Carbuncles, 
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Spots,  and  thofe  Marks  called  Tokens j  of  all 
which  diftin&ly. 

I  do  not  know  indeed  throughout  the 
whole  Compafs  of  Naiure,  (as  before  it 
hath  been  frequently  hinted)  any  Thing  fo 
lubtile  as  the  peftilential  Foifon,  and  what 
will  penetrate  the  Body  with  fo  much 
Swiftnels  and  Secrecy,  iniomuch  that  it1  is 
not  perceived  fometimes  till  long  after  its 
Entrance  ^  what  therefore  is  commonly 
laid  of  its  fenflble  Attack,  and  that  the 
infefted  feel  its  firft  Infult  as  from  a  fud- 
den  Blow,  is  more  the  Effeft  of  a  deluded 
Imagination  and  Conjeftiire,  than  any  lolid 
Judgment  *,  as  the  Populace  are  apt  enough 
to  frame  ifrange  Conceits  out  of  their  own 
Heads,  and  what  hath  long  obtained  amongff 
them  is  very  difficult  to  erace. 

WHEN  therefore  fuch  a  kind  of  Peo¬ 
ple  hath  received  the  Notion,  as  was  com¬ 
mon  in  the  late  Sicknefs,  concerning  the 
forementioned  Manner  of  Infeftion,  it  is 
no  great  Wonder  that  others  like  wife  in 
general  go  into  the  Error,  and  take  it  for 
granted  that  this  unmerciful  Dehroyer  makes 
its  Seizure  in  this  violent  Way,  and  there- 
Irom  wait  for  it  is  tor  a  hidden  Stroke. 

AL- 

.  i  t, 


of  the  late  tyeftiknce,.  Bp 

ALTHOUGH  I  am  not  infenfible, 
that  fome  may  have  thus  perceived  its 
firh  Imprefiion,  upon  taking  in  ungrateful 
and  filthy  Smells  *,  for  the  peftilential  Se~ 
minium ,  (as  before  obferved)  when  it  incor¬ 
porates  with  other  Bodies  that  are  grofs, 
fat,  and  vifcid,  may  firike  the  Organs  of 
Senlation  very  manifeffly  at  its  fidf  En¬ 
trance. 

AFTER  the  peftilential  Mlafmata  have 
thus  feized  a  Perfon,  and  the  Spirits  are 
overcome,  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  and 
other  animal  Juices,  partake  of  the  ffifor- 
der*,  from  whence  proceed  Struggles  not 
to  be  born,  and  a  Train  of  Symptoms,  of 
which  quaking  or  fhuddering  is  the  chief, 
all  of  a  fudden,  without  any  manifeH  Caufe. 

THIS  Symptome  owes  its  Origin  to 
*  the  Conflict  of  Nature  with  the  infufed  Ma¬ 
lignity,  whole  Efforts  of  Refinance  excite  a 
Senfe  of  Gold  from  the  peffilential  Scmini- 
um  *,  after  the  Erne  Manner  as  Nitre  put  upon 
the  Tongue  excites  the  fame  Senfation  •,  it 
is  alfo  to  be  fufpe&ed  that  this  Rigor 
may  be  owing  to  a  Quality  in  the  poy lo- 
nous  Effluvia  of  extinguifhing  the  native 
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Heat :  And  the  Spafmodick  Affe&ions  of 
the  Nerves  proceed  from  fait,  fharp,  ma- 
Jignant,  and  heterogeneous  Particles  rufhing 
into  the  fenfible  Fibres,  and  vellicating  them 
into  involuntary  Motions  and  Twitchings. 

THE  greateft  Part  indeed  of  the  Infeft- 
ed  perceived  this  Horror,  but  fome  of  them 
more  vehemently  than  others ;  but  of  the 
immediate  Impreffion  upon  the  Spirit  there 
is  no  Room  to  doubt,  nor  of  a  confequent 
Degeneration  of  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  \ 
although  I  am  fenfible  that  the  Subtilty  of 
the  peftilential  Taint  took  Place  fooner  or 
later,  according  to  the  different  Degrees  of 
Strength  and  Texture  in  the  Body  to  refill  it. 

I  T  is  certain  that  the  fine  and  exquifite 
Contexture  of  the  nervous  Syftem,  and  the 

Agreement  and  Confent  of  one  Part  with 
another,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  Per¬ 
fection  of  the  Animal  Spirits,  fet  as  Guards 
over  fticlx  fenfible  Parts,  could  not  but  be 
affeRed  with  the  Apprehenfions  of  Mif* 
chief,  and  fhake  and  tremble,  and  ufe  their 
Efforts  to  throw  olf  the  Danger  •  and  in¬ 
deed  I  take  it  further  to  be  probable,  that 
the  peftilential  Poifon  might  be  fhook  by 
fucli  Meant  out  of  the  Nerves  into  the 

Mufcles, 
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Mufcles,  and  there  caufe  Tention,  Trem¬ 
bling,  Vettkation,  Yawning,  Stretching,  and 
all  thole  other  Concomitants  of  putrid  and 
malignant  Fevers^ 

THE  Duration  alfo  of  this  Shuddering 
was  as  uncertain  as  its  Degree,  for  it  went 
off  fometimes  fooner,  and  at  others  later  ^ 
fometimes  in  half  an  Hour,  and  at  others, 
not  till  four  or  five  Hours  j  which  Differ 
rence  I  conje&ure  owing  to  the  Quantity 
and  Intenfenefs  of  the  Malignity,  as  to 
the  greater  or  leffer  Struggles  of  Feature  to 
reiift  it. 

AS  foon  as  this  Horror  could  be  faid 
to  terminate,  for  the  moil  commonly  a 
Naufeoufiiefs  and  Reaching  fucceeded,  from 
whence  there  was  fuch  an  exceflive  Loath¬ 
ing  of  Food,  that  even  the  Mention  of  it 
was  irkfome  *,  a  certain  and  infallible  Sign 
*  of  Seizure. 

BESIDES  the  Naufeoufhefs  and  Loath¬ 
ing,  fome  were  followed  by  grievous  Vo¬ 
mitings,  occafioned  by  the  poiibnous  Quality 
of  the  Peftilence  irritating  and  fubverth  >g  the 
Stomach  \  for  that,  by  Means  of  its  nervous 

Coats,  being  endewed  with  an  exquifite  Senfe, 
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endeavours  to  throw  off  any  Thing  offeu- 
iive  and  corrofive  with  the  utmoft  Efforts, 
and  prevent  the  faline,  peftilential  Venom, 
if  poffible,  from  taking  Place;  infomuch 
that  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that 
the  Stomach,  by  this  fine  Contrivance  of 
Nature,  is  ready  alio  to  throw  off  any 
other  Thing  difagreeable  to  it,  as  well  as 
the  Poifon  we  are  here  fpeaking  of. 

SOME  endure  hereby  fuch  a  vehement 
and  continued  Irritation,  that  cannot  be 
alfwagad  by  any  Remedies,  how  often  fo- 
ever  repeated,  and  fometimes  the  Reaching 
continues  after  the  Strength  of  the  Patient 
is  too  far  ipent  to  throw  any  Thing  up, 
whereby  the  Symptoms  aggravate,  and  the 
peftilential  Venom  takes  deeper  Root  in  the 
Conftitution. 

AFTER  the  principal  Load  of  Hu¬ 
mours  at  the  Stomach  are  thrown  up,  a 
very  frothy  Bile,  fermenting  like  Ye  ft,  fol¬ 
lows,  that  in  its  Colour  is  greenilh,  and 
fometimes  fo  fetid,  that  a  Perfon  cannot 
endure  the  Room  without  holding  his 
Nofe,  foch  is  the  prodigious  Putre  faff  ion 
and  Malignity  in  fome  of  thefe  Cafes. 
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BUT  where  the  Ufe  of  Medicines,  o- 
therwife  effectual  to  flop  the  moft  obfti- 
nate  Vomiting,  proves  ineffe&ual,  and  there 
follows  a  great  Thirft  and  Heat,  it  gives 
ftrong  Sufpicion  of  Carbuncles  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  immediate  Death,  fo  that  the 
infefted  as  it  were  vomit  up  their  Souls, 
which  (if  we  believe  Helmoni)  have  their 
Refidence  there  ^  but  this  will  be  further 
fpoke  of  in  the  Prognofticks. 

BUT  before  I  proceed  any  further,  the 
Health  of  my  Country,  and  the  Concern  of 
Pofterity,  oblige  me  to  take  Notice  of  the 
pernicious  Practice  of  Empiricks  of  all 
Orders,  with  whom  it  was  a  Cufiom  to  give 
Emeticks ;  for  certainly  many  were  defiroy- 
ed  by  this  Practice,  the  convulfive  Reaching^ 

:  to  vomit  being  carried  beyond  a  Poilibility 
to  bear  it.  And  truly  the  beft  Delibera- 
*tion  and  Thought  I  was  able  to  take  in 
fuch  Exigencies,  where  I  happened  to  be 
called,  was  but  of  little  Effect,  and  after 
A  dm  ini  ft  rat  ion  of  the  belt  Medicines  that 
the  Rules  of  Phyfick  could  invent.  Things1 
generally  grew  worfe  which  made  it  ap¬ 
pear  as  impoilible  to  reTifie  a  raili  and 
fatal  Error  in  the  Conduct  of  a  violent 
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Difeafe,  as  in  the  Management  of  a  military 
Engagement  *  but  of  this  we  fhall  have 
Occafion  to  fay  more  hereafter. 

YET  to  fatisfie  any  inquifkive  Perfon 
how  this  primary  Affie&ion  of  the  Stomach 
does  arife,  and  through  what  Palfages  the 
pefHlential  Poifon  makes  its  Entrance,  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  nothing  is  more 
plain  than  that  the  peflilential  Mlafmata 
not  only  enter  at  the  larger  PalTages,  but 
alio  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  even 
to  the  whole  nervous  Syfteifc,  from  whence 
they  are  communicated  to  all  other  Parts  * 
fbr  this  is  peculiar  to  the  Nerves,  that 
they  not  only  convey  the  firft  Impreffion 
to  the  Stomach  by  its  general  Confent 
fvith  all  Parts,  but  aifo  when  that  is  after 
any  Manner  whatfoever  a  defied,  they  com¬ 
municate  it  to  the  whole  Frame,  as  in  the 
taking  a  Vomit. 

SOME  T 1 M  E  S  the  peftilential  slur  a 
is  mixed  with  the  Food,  and  fwallowed 
therewith,  which  after  fome  Delay  in  the 
Stomach  being  digefted  and  diiTolved,  lets 
out  the  imprifoned  Venom  to  vellicate  the 
Fibres  into  Reachings  and  convulfive  Mo¬ 
tions  :  And  to  put  this  altogether  out  of 
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Difpute,  I  have  often  obferved  Perfons  im¬ 
mediately  to  fall  fick  from  a  State  of  per¬ 
fect  Health  after  eating,  and  to  throw  up 
their  Food,  in  other  RefpeCts  good  and 
wholfome,  as  fomewhat  corrupted  and 
poifonous. 


VOMITING  alfo  may  be  promoted  by 

\ 

Scent?,  as  well  thofe  which  are  fetid,  as 
fuch  as  are  Contrary,  by  fome  particular 
Antipathy  to  the  Nature  and  Conftitution 
of  the  Patient ;  and  this  I  conjecture  hap¬ 
pens  from  the  Harmony  and  Content  of 
the  Organs  of  Smelling  with  the  Coats  of 
the  Stomach,  infomuch  that  the  Stomach 
immediately  perceives  any  Thing  that  un¬ 
gratefully  strikes  the  Nofe,and  rifes  up  agalnft 
it.  In  the  mean  Time  I  would  however 
tranfiently  make  this  one  Remark,  that  as 
in  many  Cafes  the  Administration  of  Erne- 
ticks  was  pernicious,  whether  or  no  Eva¬ 


cuation  of  the  firft  Putrefaction  at  Stomach, 
might  not  be  much  better  encouraged  up¬ 
wards  by  Scents  *,  as,  on  the  contrary,  the 
R cachings  at  Stomach  are  fometimes  allay¬ 
ed  by  like  Means,  as  by  the  Smell  of  Vi-* 
negar,  &c.  I  do  confefs,  that  this  is  a 
PraCHce  I  cannot  atteft  the  Succefs  of  by 

E%* 
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Experience,  yet  it  is  not  unworthy  a  fir- 
'tional  Phyfician  to  attempt  it. 

ALL  the  Sick  like  wife  quickly  after 
Seizure  grew  delirious,  running  wildly  a- 
bout  the  Streets,  if  they  were  not  con¬ 
fined  by  Force  ^  when  fome  tired  with 
Rambling,  on  Increafe  of  the  Diftemper, 
would  fall  down,  ignorant  of  their  Condi* 
tion,  or  where  they  were  •,  and  laftly,  to 
repeat  what  hath  been  already  remarked, 
that  fad  Calamity  feemed  to  have  com¬ 
plicated  in  its  Produ&ion  every  Thing  of 
a  poilonous  and  a  deftroying  Nature. 

M  ANY  were  feized  with  a  Vertigo , 
which,  without  any  Motion  of  external  Ob¬ 
jects,  made  them  believe  their  Heads  to 
turn  round :  Without  doubt  the  Brain 
grievoudy  Buffered  from  the  pefcilential 
Taint,  not  only  becaufe  the  Spirits  ufed 
to  be  clouded,  but  that  all  Things  were 
done  as  if  in  Sleep,  which  might  ariie 
from  the  inflammatory,  cauflick,  and 
narcotick  Nature  of  the  Venom,  and  the 
Texture  and  Confent  of  the  Veffels  with 
the  various  Difpofltions  of  the  Fluids.  This 
Vertiginous  Difpolition  alfo  in  my  Opinion 

might 
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might  fometimes  arife  from  the  inordinate 
and  anomolous  Motions  of  the  Spirits. 


A  gfeat  many  likewife  much  complain¬ 
ed  of  the  Head-ach,  which  was  fo  vehe¬ 
ment,  as  if  the  Parts  would  have  flown 
a  funder  ;  a  Complaint  the  mod:  intolera¬ 
ble  of  all;  becaufe  it  continiied  without 
any  Remiifion  or  Intervals  ;  the  Enemy  ne¬ 
ver  retreating  of  it  felf,  and  only  to  be 
vanquilhed  by  the  Efforts  of  the  Confti- 
tutioii,  arid  appofite  Medicines.  Indeed 
nothing  was  more  plain,  than  that  the 
Meninges  were  Simulated  by  the  faline  Spi~ 
cula  of  the  Contagion;  and  from  the  In¬ 
flammation  or  the  Brain,  and  its  Sphacela¬ 
tion  in  thofe  who  died,  there  is  a  ftrong 
Stifpicion  that  this  cruel,  fhooting  Pain  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  lath 


I  N  this  Clafs  of  Symptom^,'  Stupe  fa  £Hdn 
‘is  alfo  to  be  ranked;  becaufe  from  the 

T  ''  ft  1 

Moment  of  Seizure  many  were  taken  with 
a  Coma,  and  dept  as  if  they  were  dozed 
wi"h  an  Opiate  ;  many  in  the  middle  of 
their  Employ,  with  their  Friends  in  Con- 
verfation,  or  other  Engagements,  (as  was 
before'  taken  nbtice’  of)  Would  fuddenly,- 

H  with- 
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without  any  >Relu£tance,  fall  into  profound^ 
and  often  deadly  Sleeps. 

BUT  by  what  Means  this  Venom  does 
exert  its  narcotick  Qualities,  is  not  with 
ine  fo  ready  to  be  accounted  for j  that  is 
to  fay,  whether  it  be  from  its  original 
Seminium ?  Or  from  Its  affinity  and  Compli¬ 
cation  with  the  Scurvy  ?  Or  from  its  pre¬ 
dominant  Malignity,  and  Antipathy?  Or 
from  an  QbftruCtion  of  Circulation,  or 
Coagulation,  or  Extravasation  of  Blood  ? 
Or  laftly,  from  fome  particular  Impreilion 
made  upon  the  Origin  of  the  Nerves? 
For  this  is  a  Difficulty  reierved  for 
another  Hippocrates.  In  the  mean  while  it 
is  by  all  confeifed,  that  by  fuch  Stupefa¬ 
ction  or  Sleeping,  the  peftilential  Venom 
becomes  not  only  more  deeply  rooted,  but 
alfo  more  cruelly  affeCts  the  nervous  Syftem, 
and  greatly  weakens  it. 

T  H  E  firit  and  mof  confiderable  Sym¬ 
ptom  of  the  fecond  Ciafs,  is  a  Fever,  which 
(  as  was  before  faid  )  was  a  conftant  Atten¬ 
dant  upon  the  laft  Peftilence  *,  although  in¬ 
deed  the  Infection  feemed  to  kill  fome 
bei.Qi6  the  Blood  and  other  juices  could 
nib  into  Fermentation^  wherefore  it  may 
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fee  taken  for  granted,  that  moft  Perfons 

were  accompanied  with  a  Fever.  But  this 
Fever  indeed  was  in  fome  very  low  and 
concealed,  though  in  others  it  appeared 
openly  ^  and  he  muft  be  blit  little  ac¬ 
quainted  in  phyfical  Practice,  who  hath 
not  frequently  obferved,  that  in  malignant 
Fevers  their  Beginnings  are  hardly  difcern- 
able,  being  accompanied  with  no  Heat,  no 
Inequality  of  Pulfe,  and  no  Thirft,  although 
fecretly  indicated  by  fome  other  lurking 
Symptoms  *,  and  the  Manner  in  which  fbcfa 
Patients  expire,  demonftrates,  that  they 
could  not  be  altogether  free  of  a  Fever; 
There  are  many  Circumftances  indeed  which 
make  it  thus  difficult  in  the  Acceffiori  to 
difcern  its  Approaches,  as  a  Want  of  Tur- 
gefcency  of  Blood  in  the  Veins  and  Arte¬ 
ries,  through  DefeT  of  Roonl  for  fuch 
Commotion  and  Depuration,  or  becaufe  the 
Blood  is  fo  thin,  crude,  and  degenerate, 
that,  it  cannot  but  with  Difficulty  ferment 
and  grow  hot  *,  or  becaufe  the  peftilential 
Miafmata  feem  at  their  firft  Infinuation  fo 
friendly  to  the  ConfHtutiOn^  as  to  fHr  up 
no  remarkable  Alteration  in  the  Blood  *?  or 
from  its  cold  and  fiyptick  Quality*  re- 
farding  or  fuppreffing  Inch  an  Agitation. 
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WHEREFORE  no  Body  fhould  con- 

je£ture,  that  there  is  no  Fever  at  all, 
where  its  manifed  Symptoms  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  appear  ^  but  it  mod  commonly 
happened  otherwile  during  the  late  Con- 
tagion,  tor  that  difcovered-  Signs  apparent 
enough  of  its  Prelence,  fuch  as  extream  In¬ 
quietude,  a  mod  intenfe  Fleat  outwardly, 
attended  with  unquenchable  Third  within, 
Drynefs,  Blacknefs  of  the  Tongue,  intole¬ 
rable  Heat  of  the  Pr<tcordia,  and  all  other 
ufual  Concomitants  of  a  Fever’s  Acceidon,, 

A  S  to  the  Fever’s  Exacerbations  and 
Remifhons,  it  appeared  by  condant  Expe¬ 
rience,  that  fometimes  they  were  erratick 
and  changeable,  and  at  others  contf  ued, 
without  any  Intervals  •,  and  it  was  alio 
cudomary  to  meet  with  fome  that  wholly 
remitted  for  8,  10,  or  12  Hours.  The 
Alternations  likewife  of  Heat  and  Cold 
tvere^yery  various,  and  with  fome  would 
change  ieveral  Times  in  one  Hour,  and 
with  Oihers  the  Periods  would  be  at  much 
greater  Bidances-  fo  alfo  the  recurring 
Accdlions  weie  ioinetimes  milder,  and  at 
olfiets  moi  e  level e.  T  hole  who  with  great 
Difficulty  went  through  the  iird  Paroxyfm,. 

could 
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could  bear  the  fecond  with  Eafe,  as  being 

J  '  w 

much  milder  ^  whereas  again  the  third  or 
fourth  Acceffion  would  be  with  intolerable 
Vehemence  and  Fury  :  And  at  other  Times 
the  firft  Fit  would  be  gentle,  and  the  fub- 

fequent  very  fevere  and  intenfe :  and  truly 

^  * 

fuch  was  the  Uncertainty  and  Difguife  of 
this  infid  ions  Enemy,  that  nothing  could 
be  progno&kated  of  its  Attacks  or  Cruelty, 

m 

,  -•  -its  i-  .  .  *  ;  ;  '  ,v 

BUT  to  come  at  fome  tolerable  Notion 
of  the  Realon  for  fuch  Uncertainty  j  it  is 
to  be  enquired, 

FIRS  %  What  Caufe  can  be  aibmned 
for  fuch  an  uncertain  Return  of  the  Pa- 
roxyfms  ?  And, 

SECONDLY. ;  What  Reafon  can  be 
given  for  the  unequal  Exacerbations  when 
the  Fits  do  recur  ? 

*  '  t  f  •  S  ,  ' 

CAN  any  one  doubt  what  Tumults  and 
Diforders  may  be  excited  in  the  Blood, 
and  other  animal  Juices,  by  that  faline 
Seminlum  of  a  Peftilence,  which  we  have 
already  defcribed?  The  Uncertainty  then 
-of  fuch  Diforders  muft  regard  either  the 
morhifrck  Venom,  or  the  Nature  and  Mo¬ 
ld  a  txon 


i  pz  Of  the  manifejl  Signs 

tion  of  the  Fluids  upon  which  it  operates ; 
The  morbifick  Venom,  in  Proportion  to  its 
Energy,  and  Difagreement  in  Figure,  irri¬ 
tates  Nature,  always  ready  in  her  own  Pre- 
fervation  to  expel  the  Enemy  }  but  when 
her  Exertions  are  flow,  or  imperfed,  or 
quire  languid,  fuch  a  Depuration  is  not 
obtained}  but  upon  a  Remiifion  of  the 
Conflid,  there  is  Space  given  for  interval } 
and  this  indeed  happens,  when  the  Nature 
and  peculiar  Figures  of  the  noxious  Parti¬ 
cles  are  fuch,  as  may  in  the  firft  Struggle 
be  broke  and  fubdued,  but  after  fome  Truce 
infinuates  its  Virulence  further  into  the 
Habit,  and  imprints  upon  every  Part  the 
true  Charade  riilicks  of  a  fatal  Peftilence<> 

BUT  to  fubdue  and  throw  out  the 
Enemy,  the  Spirits  are  at  continual  Strife, 
•although  their  Efforts  are  not  always  fuc- 
pefsfiil }  to  dilpatch  this  Matter  therefore 
in  one  Word,  as  the  Ailimulation  and  per¬ 
iod  Mixture  of  ?  the  heterogeneous  Parti¬ 
cles  procures  a  Motion  regular  and  con¬ 
formable  to  the  Blood,  fo  from  an  Inequa¬ 
lity  and  difproportionate  Mixture,  arifes. 
an  irregular  Circulation  and  Fermentation, 
fo  that  the  Reafon  for  that  Uncertainty  in 
theft  Fevers,  and  their  irregular  Returns 

and 
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and  Exacerbations,  is  to  be  fought  for  in 
the  Fluids  and  their  circulating  V effels, 
and  not  from  any  Corruption,  or  Degree  ol 
PutrerafHon,  according  to  the  Opinion  of 
the  Ancients. 

A  N  D  as  for  my  own  Fart,  I  can  affirm, 
that  I  never  could  in  any  one  fingle  In¬ 
stance  amongft  the  infefled,  find  the  leaft 
Impreffions  of  Corruption  in  the  Blood , 
and  this  even  thofe  Empiricks,  though  un¬ 
willingly,  confefs,  who,  to  the  vaft  Detriment 
of  the  Sick,  let  them  Blood  upon  fuch  a 
^Notion  •  none  of  them  having  been  ever 
able  to  dif cover  any  Signs  of  Corruption 
in  their  Blood,  which  as  confcious  of  it 
felf  bluffied  for  their  fatal  Miftake,  and  in 
this  Diftemper  commonly  appeared  more 
florid  than  at  other  Times. 

THAT  the  Times  of  the  Paroxyfms 
*  ihould  be  uncertain,  I  take  owing  to  the 
Inability  of  the  Constitution  to  ffruggle 
with  the  peftilential  Venom  *,  for  as  every 
Fever  is  accounted  regular,  where  all  its 
Changes  are  uniform  and  diftinft,  by  Rea- 
fon  of  the  mana gable  and  duTile  Difpofr* 
tion  of  the  morbifick  Matter  ^  lb,  on  the 
contrary,  where  the  peftilential  Ml  4 mat^ 

H  4  Bn* 
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uncertainly  exert  themfelves,  and  excite  ne^ 
Commotions,  either  by  the  Qbffinacy  or 
Afperity  or  their  Parts  not  yielding  to  Com- 
fninution,  there  a  Fever  returns  with  in- 
con  Rant  and  unexpected  Exacerbations  :  But 
to  haffen  to  the  iubfequent  Symptoms. 


A  LTHOUG  H  home  (as  before  laid) 
were  buried  in  Sleep,  yet  others  buffered 
a  very  different  Extream,  and  kept  con¬ 
tinually  waking,  infomuch  that  frequent 
Repetitions  of  the  rnoff  efficacious  Opiates 
could  not  procure  the  leaff  Compofure  • 
hi  which  Ca%  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  the 
Membranes  of  the  Brain  are  pricked  and 
velhcated  by  poifonqus  Sfkula ;  befides  which 
alio  thole  foft,  dewy  Moiffures  upon  the 
Brain,  neceffary  for  its  Relaxation  to  fleep, 
are  diffipated  and  exhaled  by  the  burning 
Hecit  of  the  Fever ;  fo  that  the  Spirits  are, 
as  it  were,  fet  on  Fire,  and  Inflammations 
railed,  not  to  be  again  extinguiihed,  and 

frequently  lijcewile  Sph^celatiqns  of  the 

Brain. 


BUI  the  men;  remarkable  Symptoms  of 
fins  Clafs,  is  the  Palpitation  of  the  Heart, 
the  Ancients  conjectur’d  that  Peftilential 

a  ^pecifick  Contrariety  to 
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the  Nature  of  that  Organ}  and  it  mufl 
be  confeiled  that  in  the  late  Sicknefs  this 
Complaint  was  very  grievous }  but  yet 
I  cannot  fee  how  this  Venom  ihould  more 
particularly  be  pointed  againft  the  Heart 
than  any  other  of  the  Vifcera,  unleft  in 
Confideration  to  the  greater  Importance  of 
its  Office  in  the  O  Economy. 

i  ■  - 

As  foon  as  the  fubtile  Poifon  of  a 
Contagion  hath  infmuated  it  felf  into  the 
Mafs  of  Blood,  either  through  the  Pores 
of  the  Skin,  or  other  more  open  Paffages, 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  it  imprints  upon 
it  very  malignant  Qualities,  which,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  neceffary  Laws  of  Circulation, 
rnuft  arrive  at  the  Heart  it  felf,  and  a£- 
fe£t  it  with  Uneafmefs,  fo  that  its  Pal¬ 
pitation  is  nothing  elfe  than  its  Struggles 
to  throw  off  what  is  Offensive  *,  and  it  is 
no  wonder  to  me  this  happens,  becaufe 
‘the  Heart  is  compofed  of  fuch  a  Contex¬ 
ture  of  Fibres }  for  as  the  Peftilential 
Venom  hath  fomewhat  in  it  of  a  faline 
Nature,  and  what  is  acrid,  it  very  natu¬ 
rally  {Emulates  the  nervous  Parts,  and 
gives  to  this  Organ,  even  convulfive  Mo¬ 
tions  }  but  of  this  matter  every  one  hath 
leave  to  judge  for  himfelf 


BUT 
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BUT  how  vehemently  the  Heart 
inay  beat  on  this  Occafion,  appears  ve¬ 
ry  manifeft  from  a  remarkable  Inflance; 
I  was  fent  for  to  a  Youth  of  about  four¬ 
teen  Years  pf  Age,  who  had  continued 
free  of  the  Infection,  after  his  Mother 
and  the  reft  of  the  Family  had  been  vi- 
fited  by  it,  when  all  on  a  fudden  he  was 
feized  with  fuch  a  Palpitation  at  Heart, 
That  I  and  feveral  others  could  hear  it 
at  feme  confiderable  Difeance,  and  it  con¬ 
tinued  fo  to  do  till  he  died,  which  was 
foon  after;  many  Medicines  being  given 
without  any  manner  of  Succefs:  But  in 
fo  extraordinary  a  Cafe  as  this,  I  am  apt 
to  conjecture  it  rather  owing  to  a  Peni¬ 
tential  Carbuncle  feizing  the  Heart  it  felf^ 
than  from  the  Vellication  and  Stimulus  only 
of  pungent  Particles  paihng  through  it. 

BUT  to  go  on  in  the  Enumeration  of 
Symptoms,  Sweat  deferves  mention,  be- 
caufe  fometimes  it  breaks  out  in  fiich  Pro- 
fufion  as  if  the  whole  Constitution  was 
diffolyed,  and  with  a  vaft  Lofs  of  Spirits 
and  Strength,  to  the  imminent  Danger 
of  the  Patient,  by  fuch  a  Diffipation  of 
0  Spirits,  fuch  a  Colliquation  of  the  Balfam 

of 
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pf  Life,  and  an  Extinftion  of  die  natural 
Heat.  And  indeed  I  know  that 

niore  powerfully  attenuates  the  Humours, 
and  more  luddenly  puts  all  the  animal 
Juices  into  Fulion,  fo  as  to  run  them 
through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  as  the  pefH- 
lential  nitrc-aereal  Poyfon  *  and  by  whofe 
tolliquitive  Quality  even  the  fiejhy  Parts 
are  dilfolved  and  exhaled  in  vapour® 

t,  '•  yi  ► 

TH  E  S  E  Sweats  alfo  of  the  Infe&ed  are  not 
only  profufe,  but  alfo-  varioufly  coloured ; 
in  fome  of  a  citron  Hue,  in  others  Pur¬ 
ple,  hi  fome  green  or  black,  and  in  others 
like  Blood  which  I  take  to  be  from  the 
various  Difpofitions  of  the  morbifick  Ve¬ 
nom,  to  give  different  Tinctures  to  the 
Humours  :  And  by  this  Means  fome  ex¬ 
perienced  fJurfes  could  prognofticate  the 
Event  of  the  Diftemper  from  the  Colour 
of  the  Cloaths  or  Linen  tinged  with  the 
*  Sweat. 

THE  Sweat  of  fome  would  be  fo  fetid 
and  intolerable,  from  a  kind  of  Empyreu- 
matick  Difpofition,  poilibly,  of  the  Juices, 
that  no  one  could  endure  his  INofe  with¬ 
in  the  Stench”,  fometimes  it  was  fliarp, 
and  in  a  Manner  caufticjc ;  and  hence  it 

■  ,  A  '»  y 
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was  eafy  to  judge  from  what  Origin  the 
Peftilence  derived  its  Qualities,  viz,.  From 

a  fharp  and  burning  Ichor ,  that  would 
even  excoriate  the  Parts,  and  fometimes 
veficate  them,  as  if  fcalding  Water  had 
been  poured  upon  them. 

SOMETIMES  cold  Sweats  would 
breaic  out,  while  the  Heat  raged  inwardly, 
and  excited  unquenchable  Drought.  Some 
cotinued  in  a  Profufton  of  Sweat  until  Life 
it  felf  exhaled  with  it,  while  others  had 
ihort  Intervals  of  Truce  and  Ceffation  • 
nay,  lome  at  the  lame  time  fweat  on  one 
Side,  while  tiie  other  was  quite  parched 
with  Drynefk 

BUT  the  Benefit  of  this  Evacuation, 
when  it  was  regular,  either  natural  or  by 
Art,  was  fo  manifeft,  that  all  the  Infefted 
that  recovered  were  fenfible  of  it,  and 
greatly  rejoyced  at  its  good  Efkas\  for 
thole  peftilential  Particles,  which  eluded  the 
Power  of  all  other  Means,  immediately 
upon  a  Sweat,  as  at  a  common  Signal 
made  their  Eic ape  with  the  tranfpiring 
Steam  •  but  whenfoever  Diaphoretic]^ 
could  not  conquer  the  Coagulation,  Vilci- 
dity,  dt  Obftinacy  of  the  peftilential  Poy- 

fon5 
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fon,  it  always  went  very  bad>  being  com¬ 
monly  followed  by  a  Symptomatical  Sweat, 
and  a  fatal  Separation  of  the  animal 
Fluids. 

YET  the  Energy  of  the  peftilential 
Contagion  not  only  freely  difcovered  its 
lelf  in  thele  Profufions  amongft  the  Living, 
who  (as  already  obferved)  were  diffolved 
as  in  an  Helodes  and  a  Tyfhodes0  but  com¬ 
monly  the  very  Carcales  when  dead, 
would  weep  out,  as  it  were,  the  morbid 
Ferment,  both  through  the  cutaneous 
Pores,  and  the  common  lachrymal  Du&s 
of  the  Eyes* 

THERE  is  no  Occafion  to  lay  much 
concerning  Hemorrhages  at  Nofe  *  this  Sym¬ 
ptom  happening  much  more  often  from 
the  Colliquative  Nature  of  the  Polfon, 
and  its  Erolion  of  the  Velfels,  than  from 
a  Plethora  }  as  is  evident  more  from  the 
ichorous  Colour  of  the  Blood  than  Its 
continual  Diftillation  from  thole  Velfels, 

Were  it  not  here  that  we  Rudy  all 
pciiible  Brevity,  many  other  Symptoms 
might  be  enumerated  which  commonly  at¬ 
tended  this  peftilential  Fever,  as  Heat  of 

the 
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the  Pr&ordia-j  Hiccup,  Gripings,  &c.  all 
Which  I  at  prefent  pafs  by,  and  dole  the 
whole  with  fuch  as  are  more  peculiar  to 
it,  particularly  thofe  poifonous  Veficati- 
bns  commonly  called  Biains ; 

THESE  Veftcations  ufed  commonly 

to  rife  with  an  exquifite  and  fhooting  Pain^ 

containing  a  ferous  Humour  or  Ichor ^  for  the 

moft  part  of  a  Yellow  iih  or  Straw  Colour, 

and  encompafted  with  a  variegated  Circle* 

generally  Reddiih. 

* 

THESE  Puftules  Broke  out  in  many 

* 

Parts  of  the  Body  •  and  as  their  Station 
was  various,  fo  their  Number  was  alfo 
uncertain  *  in  fome  they  were  few,  in  others 
many,  and  a  Woman  I  once  met  with 
covered  all  over  with  them ;  as  to  their 
Bignefs,  they  were  alfo  uncertain  •  for 
fome  were  as  a  finall  Pea,  while  others 
increafed  to  the  Magnitude  of  a  Nut¬ 
meg. 

THE  included  Matter  (near  perhaps 
to  the  Nature  of  Urine)  was  altogether 
incapable  of  Suppuration,  as  it  was  feline 
and  aim  oft  cauftick  ^  for  very  foon  after  its 
Eruption  it  would  corrode  its  Veficle,  and 

bur  ft 
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fmrft  out,  of  a  Colour  yellowilh,  livid,  of 
black.  Moreover,  the  furrounding  Circle 
was  not  always  of  the  lame  Appearance, 
although  at  firffe  coming  out  it  was  conti¬ 
nually  inflamed. 

BUT  this  is  highly  oblervable,  that 
fometimes  thele  Velicles  broke  out  without 
any  other  previous  Indications  of  Infection, 
and,  as  I  imagine,  from  the  expeditious 
Separation  of  the  peflilential  Venom,  and 
the  fudden  ConqueA  of  the  Diflemper  by 
a  ftrong  Conftitution :  But  whenfoever  the 
Pain  and  Heat  of  the  Part  was  lb  aggra¬ 
vated,  that  no  proper  Applications  would 
alfwage  it,  there  was  commonly  Danger  of 
i  a  Mortification  from  fo  great  a  Concourfe 
!  of  peflilential  Particles  together  }  and  once 
I  I  remember  a  Veiicle  to  change  into  a 
I  Carbuncle,  from  the  continued  Acceflion  W 

i  it  of  frelh  morbifick  Poifon. 

* 

W  E  come  now  in  Courle  fo  fpeak  of  * 
Buboes,  which  were  hard  and  painful  Tu¬ 
mours,  with  Inflammation  and  Gathering 

✓ 

upon  the  Glands,  behind  the  Ears,  Arm- 
Bits,  or  Groim 
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THESE  Tumors  immediately  upon 
Seizure  are  found  fo  hard,  that  they  will 
not  at  all  give  Way  to  the  Touch.  In 
fome  thefe  were  moveable,  and  in  others 
fixed  ^  but  after  fome  Time  this  great  Ten- 
Eon  remitted  *  and  it  was  common  to  pro- 
gnoflicate  the  Event  of  the  Diftemper  from 
their  hidden  or  flow  Increafe,  and  from 
their  genuine  or  untoward  Suppuration,  as 
alio  from  the  Degrees  of  Virulence  in  their 
Contents* 

THE  Groans  and  unfeigned  Tears  of 
the  Sick  too  plainly  expreffed  the  Aggra¬ 
vations  of  their  Miferies,  and  fome  feemed 
even  to  drown  their  Senfe  of  Pain  with 
their  Complainings }  and  this  Intenfenefs  of 
Pain  cannot  be  a  Wonder  to  any,  who  duly 
confider  either  the  Nature  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Venom,  or  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Glands.  I  have  already  fo  largely  dif- 
couried  of  the  Virulence  and  corrofive  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  peflilential  Poifon,  that  no 
more  need  here  be  fa  id  about  it  •  and  who¬ 
mever  examines  the  Glands  will  find,  that 
from  the  great  Diftentio n  of  the  Veflels-* 
in  this  Cafe,  the  Buboes  muff  chiefly  owe 
their  Rile  to  a  Correfpondence  between 

the 
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the  Nerves  and  Lymphaticks,  and  th@ 
Juices  they  contain, 

*  ..  !  »*  N  *• 

MANY  Perfons  of  publick  Note  have 
elegantly  given  the  Anatomy  and  Ule  ot 
the  Glands j  it  is  therefore  fufflcient  for 
my  Purpole  here  to  fliew,  how  from  an 
Obffru&ion  of  thofe  Juices,  which  flow 
through  the  larger  Nerves,  particularly  of 
the  Arms  and  Thighs,  and  their  fubfervient 
VefTels,  and  their  Impregnation  with  hete¬ 
rogeneous  and  poifonous  Particles,  Buboes 
do  arife. 

I  F  any  one  makes  it  a  Doubt,  why  thefe 
Tumors  ihould  rather  come  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Places,  rather  than  on  the  faro - 
tide  Glands,  let  fuch  oonftder,  that  it  is 
i  owing  to  the  Magnitude  and  Capacity  of 
;  the  Nerves  and  VefTels  conftituting  the 
I  Glands  of  thofe  Parts  ^  as  alfo  that  their 
different  Difpofitions  to  Suppuration  doe£ 

:  proceed  from  the  fame  Gaufe* 

I  *  ■  -  •  ■  ■  ■  *  • 

BUT  that  this  Affair  may  more  fully 

appear,  it  is  to  be  difcovered  from  what 
Source  that  Matter  flows,  which  degene¬ 
rates  into  Matter,  and  difcharges  from  a 
Buboe  in  To  great  Plenty, 

:  i  iif 
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I  N  the  Profecution  of  this  Enquiry,  it 
/hall  not  be  without  a  Colour,  at  leaft,  of 
Reafon,  that  I  ftiall  diffent  from  an  Opinion 
both  of  Ancients  and  Moderns,  about  the 
Blood  alone  being  immediately  changed 
into  Matter  •  for  I  rather  think  it  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  other  Juices ;  and  this  I  ihall 
endeavour  to  fiipport  by  the  following 
Arguments. 

AND  fir  ft  :  of  all,  notwithftanding  the 
Blood  which  runs  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins 
does  fometimes,  though  very  feldom,  ap¬ 
pear  whitifh.  ;  it  then  happens  from  too 
great  a  Mixture  either  of  nutritious  Juice, 
or  of  a  degenerate  Chyle,  that  will  not 
eafily  change,  and  take  its  red  Colour; 
but  it  never  paffes  into  Matter,  becaufe  the 
neceffary  Conditions  of  Circulation  will 
not  admit  of  fo  much  Reft  as  is  requifite 
thereunto  ;  befides,  even  the  extravafated 
Blood  will  not  eafily  undergoe  fuch  an  Al¬ 
teration:  For  when  anyVeffels,  and  chiefly 
the  Capillaries,  are  fo  obftru£ted  by  Con- 
tufions,  or  any  other  Means,  that  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts  fwell,  every  Phyfician  and 
Surgeon  too,  I  hope,  knows  that  difcutient 
Medicines  and  Cataplafms  will  reftore  the 

former 
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former  Motion  and  Fluxiiity  to  the  Bloody 
feafe  the  Pain,  and  difllpate  the  Tumour. 


I  F  the  Blood  be  too  fluid  in  the  Arte« 

i  <  ,•  ;  - 

lies,  it  is  apt  to  occafion  Anareufms ,  and 
in  the  capillary  Veins  an  Ecchymofis^  but 

nothing  is  more  commonly  obferved  in  Pra- 

> 

&ice,  that  upon  &  Recovery  of  the  Blood’s 
due  Conflitution  and  Circulation,  the  ob« 
ilrufbed  Matter  in  ah  Eccbytnofis  will  difll- 
pate  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  or  be 
abfbrbed  by  the  refluent  Blood :  But  when 
the  Blood  happens  to  be  too  grumous  and 
flagnate,  a  Fever  immediately  arifes,  unlefs 
it  be  prevented  by  Evacuation  *  and  in  fuch 
a  Diforder  every  one  knows  that  there  is 
moR  Danger  of  a  Schirrm ,  or  a  Mortification. 

A  N  D  as  it  hath  been  already  obferved 
that  Blood  could  not  be  drawn  from  the 
infected  by  Phlebotomy,  without  Lofs  of 
Strength,  if  not  of  Life,  whereas  the  great¬ 
er  Quantities  of  Pus  were  obtained  by  Sup¬ 
puration  of  their  Buboes,  the  Patient  was 
j  fo  much  the  better  for  it  •  it  feems  con- 
fonant  to  Reafon,  that  if  Pus  was  generated 
immediately  from  the  Blood,  the  Strength 
would  as  much  decay  upon  its  Lofs,  as 
upon  Phlebotomy  :  But  I  have  always  found 

I  %  it. 
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it,  (as  many  Times  already  obferved)  that 
how  little  foever  the  Quantity  of  Blood 
drawn  away  was,  and  although  done  at 
federal  Times,  yet  it  proved  of  more  Pre¬ 
judice  to  the  Patient  than  an  hundred  times 
as  much  Matter  drawn  from  a  Buboe  ;  and 
that  the  whole  remaining  Mafs  was  not 
able  to  recruit  the  Lofs  inflamed  thereby. 

I F  they  who  efpoufe  a  contrary  Opi¬ 
nion,  fhould  fugged  that  Blood  may  be 
drawn  from  a  Tumour  imper'fe&ly  fup- 
purated,  and  from  thence  conclude,  that 
its  Origin  was  from  the  Arteral  and  Venal 
Fluids;  it  may  be  readily  anfwered,  that 
on  opening  a  freih  T umour,  a  bloody  Ichor 
will  flow  out,  becaufe  in  the  Operation  fome 
Biood-Velfels  will  be  cut ;  whereas  when 
the  Tumour  is  in  Maturation,  the  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  Humour  there  colle&ed  obflruTs  the 
Blood  from  flowing  to  it  through  its  proper 
Veflels ;  and  which  Humour,  altdio’  in  it  feif 
at  firft  more  thin  and  crude,  yet  by  the, 
Heat  of  its  neighbouring  Parts,  and  its  own 
natural  Difpofition,  it  will  afterwards  thick¬ 
en,  and  change  into  a  white  Colour  of  a 
laudable  Confidence. 
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TH I R  D  LTy  To  the  foregoing  it  may  be 
added,  that  fo  far  as  the  Blood  partakes 
ef  a  fa  line  Quality,  by  ib  much  the  lefs 
will  it  be  difpofed  to  change  into  Matter  % 
for  the  fame  Reafon  that  Sea-Water  cannot 
be  boiled  into  a  Geliy }  for  Salt  adds  to 
the  Fluxility  of  Fluids,  and  thereby  pre^- 
vents  Incraffation,  unlefs  in  thole  Infiances 
where  they  of  themfelves  chryftallize,  by 
Means  of  an  Incapacity  of  the  Mcnftrmm 
to  keep  them  in  Solution,  which  is  foreign 
to  the  Cafe  before  us. 

LASTLY,  Nothing  is  more  known  in 
Nature,  than  that  Blood,  by  what  Means 
foever  extravafated,  if  it  cannot  get  back 
again  into  the  Velfels,  will,  after  fome 
Stagnation,  run  for  the  moft  Part  into 
Grume  *,  fo  that  when  a  Fluctuation  re¬ 
quires  opening,  little  elfe  than  a  coagulated 
•Blood  flows  out :  And  if  any  one  pleafe 
to  receive  the  Blood  from  an  opened  Vein 
into  a  warm  Porringer,  and  afterwards  place 
it  in  a  luted  Veffel  upon  a  Sand  Heat,  as 
near  as  polhble  equal  to  that  which  is 
;  natural,  he  will  find  all  Labour  loft  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  produce  thereby  any  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  Tm  in  it,  either  from  its  Co~ 

:  |  1  loyr* 
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lour.  Smell,  or  any  other  of  its  requisite 

:  j  t  s 

Properties* 

i  i 

■  X  i. «  '  I.  i  .  i.  • 

WHY  then  may  we  not  conclude  with 
fome  others  of  great  Note,  that  Pus  is  ge« 

nerated  immediately  from  the  nutritious 

«  -  v  * 

Juice,  not  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins,  but 
in  other  VeiTels  *7  in  which  Juice  all  the 
requifite  Properties  are  to  be  found,  as  a 
Dilpofltion  to  grow  thick,  without  Smell, 
white,  light,  and  of  a  fmooth  Confiftence ; 
and  I  take  it  to  be  very  probable,  that 
the  Pm  is  made  from  hence  by  the  A  ill  fi¬ 
ance  of  the  natural  Heat,  and  the  Convey¬ 
ance  of  it  by  the  forementioned  VeiTels  in- 
to  the  Glands  whereinto  they  are  com¬ 
plicated,  and  not  by  any  Means  from  the 
Venal  Blood,  and  much  lefs  from  the 
Arterial. 

^  • .  i  . ;  *  •  -  * ;  •  ••  p  ;  r_  -  y  .  ...  .  ,  *' 

BUT  leaft  I  Thould  feem  to  digrefs  too 
far;  the  Sanies  thrown  out  by  a  Buboe  is 
very  different,  fometimes  thin  and  ichorous, 
at  others  thicker  and  more  laudable,  as  in 

*  ;  ^  >  «  *  .  i 

AbfcefTes  that  are  not  malignant ;  in 
ilefpeft  of  its  Smell,  it  is  fometimes  fo 
extreamly  fetid,  as  not  to  be  endured  by 
the  Nofe ;  but  always  the  more  plentifully 
it  difcharges,  the  better  does  the  Patient 

"  -  *  ■  ;  ■  ;‘w  •  r  ■ 

fare 
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fare  afterwards:  Mature  finds  a  Vent  this 
open  Way  to  dilengage  her  ielf  from  a 
pernicious  Enemy.. 

THE  Number  of  Buboes  was  uncertain, 
Sometimes  one  only  appeared,  at  othei  s, 
which  was  mold  commonly,  two  broke  out 
at  once  ^  nay,  there  were  met  with  Lilian- 
ces  wherein  all  the  Glands  capable  of  it 
were  tumified.  Many  Buboes  at  a  Time 
infallibly  demonftrated  the  Aggravation, 
and  Difperfion  of  the  virulent  Taint}  and 
on  the  contrary,  but  few  ihewed  the  Poifon 
to  be  not  fo  prevalent,  more  contracted 
and  brought  to  a  narrower  Go mpais  for 
Expulfiom 

The  Places,  and  Manner  of  their  Erupti¬ 
on  was  very  uncertain,  fometimes  one  would 
appear  in  the  right  and  anothei  on 

the  contrary  Side  of  the  Groin  }  thefe  T  u- 
.  mours  would  likewife  fometimes  lafi:  but 
a  Day,  and  again  infenfibly  vanifh,  that  is, 
always  when  profufe  Sweat  arofe  but 
whenfoever  they  were  drawn  in  again  by 
any  Mifmanagement  or  Cafualty,  they  would 
appear  and  vanifh  again  many  Times,  and 
be  very  difficult  afterwards  to  be  fixed } 

and  fometimes  when  they  could  be  brought 

U  "  T  4  tQ 
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to  Suppuration,  and  a  plentiful  T)ifcharge, 
they  would  renew  again,  as  we  ihall  here¬ 
after  have  further  Occafion  to  obferve. 

THE  Parotides  borrow  their  Names  from 
the  Glands  aliened,  which  grow  behind 
the  Ears ;  but  thefe  Tumours  are  not  to 
be  diftinguiihed  from  others  but  by  their 
Situation,  and  therefore  require  not  any 
particular  Defcription  here,  fo  that  among# 
many  Inftances  I  fhall  give  but  one  to  dif- 
cover  their  Nature;  In  a  certain  Youth 
there  arofe  a  Varotis  on  eacfh  Side,  behind 
the  Ears,  which  after  Suppuration  and 
Incifon,  let  out  great  Quantities  of  Pus, 
and  were  afterwards  by  a  Surgeon  healed 
up  ;  but  the  mulculous  Flelh.  was  at  this 
fime  io  wafted,  as  to  di {cover  a  Siuht  as 
pie  ala  nt  as  Erange,  viz.,  the  external  jugu¬ 
lar  Veins,  with  the  Arteries  under  them, 
the  recurrent  Nerves,  the  Tendons,  the 
OEfophagus,  and  in  Eiort  all  the  Veffels 
quite  bare  and  untouched;  but  upon  the 
Patient  s  Recovery  all  filled  up  as  before 
with  new  Flelh. 

A  Conjeflure  of  Diemehrooec'k  comes  here 
in  our  Way  to  examine;  he  will  have  it 
that  Buboes  are  produced  from  an  Ebulli¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  a  faline  and  an  acid  Humour  meet* 
ing  together,  like  a  Mixture  of  Salt  of 
Tartar  and  Spirit  of  Vitriol :  But  whence 
can  fuch  a  vail  Coagulation  arife  ?  Indeed  I 
do  not  deny  but  that  a  Tumult  and  Buftle 
may  be  occalioned  by  the  Concourfe  of 
fuch  Principles,  as  alfo  that  from  fuch  a 
Collu&ation  fome  faline  Particles  may  be 
precipitated  *,  and  it  mull  further  be  allowed, 
that  a  Part  will  inflate  and  fwell  while 
luch  Fermentation  continues )  but  yet  I 
cannot  apprehend  how  Tm  can  be  gene¬ 
rated  by  luch  Means }  for  by  an  Effuflon 
of  fuch  a  Mixture  the  Serum  would  be 
more  changed  into  a  Lixivium ,  than  a  pu¬ 
rulent  Matter ;  after  the  ConfliT  like  wife 
is  over,  the  Tumour  would  immediately 
fiibfide  and  vanifli ;  but,  on  the  contrary. 
Buboes  daily  and  gradually  come  to  their 
Height  of  Suppuration :  But  I  ilrall  not 
detain  the  Reader  on  this  Head  any  long- 
*  er,  but  proceed  to  a  Defcription  of  a  Car¬ 
buncle. 

A  Carbuncle  then  is  a  fmall  Eruption, 
whofe  Contents  are  foon  diicharged,  after 
which  it  appears  in  a  cruAy  Tubercle  about 
the  Bignefs  of  a  Millet  Seed,  gradually 
fpreading,  and  eneompafled  with  a  very  red 
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and  fiery  Circle  j  arifing  flrft  of  all  from 
an  ichprous  Humour,  afterwards  with  great 
Pain  and  Heat,  from  a  lixivious  and  can- 
flick  Poifon* 

j  t  •  * 

T  H  A  T  I  may  difpatch  as  much  as 

poflible  in  a  few  Words,  it  now  lies  before 
me  to  defcribe  the  common  Method  of 

its  Eruption  ^  in  the  Beginning  is  a  iharp 
pricking  Pain  upon  the  Part  affeded,  which 
in  a  little  Time  grows  very  hot,  and  then 
lifts  up  the  Cuticle  into  a  Blifter,  con¬ 
taining  a  thin  Ichor  ,  but  after  the  Veficle 
is  by  rubbing  or  any  other  Accident  broke, 
and  the  contained  Fluid  by  Heat  diflipated, 
its  caufHck  Quality  leaves  an  Efchar  behind, 
which  crufts  over,  in  fome  fooner,  and  in 
others  later  *  its  Extenfion  is  various,  fome- 
times  more  broad,  and  at  others  more  con- 
trailed  *  nor  is  its  Colour  more  certain ;  in 
the  greateE  Degree  of  Inflammation  it  is 
extreamly  red,  but  for  the  mofl:  Part  it 
is  dusky,  very  often  livid,  and  fometimes, 
from  the  peculiar  Virulence  of  the  pefti- 
lential  Poifoh,  even  quite  black* 

.  .  I  'ii  *j  t  :  .  *V?  f>  r  A  |  j  ;  \r\  \%y 

* 

B  U  T  as  there  is  a  Quality  in  the  pe¬ 
stilential  Venom  not  yielding  even  to  an 
t&ual  Cautery,  and  from  which  in  the 

Pro- 
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Production  of  Carbuncles  JEfchars  are  gene- 
rated,  I  take  it  to  be  of  Confequence  to 
know  how  fiich  a  iharp,  burning,  and  cau- 
itick  Humour  comes  to  be  bred  in  an  hu¬ 
mane  Body ;  and  by  what  Contrivance  of 
Nature  it  comes  to  be  thus  feparated  and 

thrown  out? 

•  .  < 

A  ND  in  an  Affair  of  this  Difficulty,  I 
expeCt  to  be  candidly  fet  right  by  any  one 
who  thinks  me  miffaken.  The  whole  Tribe 
pf  Difeafes  an  humane  Conftitution  is  fub- 
je£l  to,  does  undeniably  prove  that  our 
Bodies  are  capable  of  producing  many  ve¬ 
nomous  Taints,  even  equal  to  any  Thing  in 
the  Air  or  the  Earth  nay,  the  Hiffories 

r 

of  Phyfick  give  many  Inffances  of  poiionous 
Infe&s  and  Animals  bred  within  us:  and 
no  one  can  be  ignorant,  that  befides  the 
Difpolition  of  corrupted  Humours  within 
us  to  generate  fuch  Creatures,  that  their 

V  ' 

.  Semina  are  often  brought  to  us  from  with- 
put :  And  this  is  very  manifeft  in  a  pr/r 
vate  Peffilence,  (if  that  Term  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  me)  where,  without  any  Help  from 
external  Contagion,  not  only  a  poifonou; 
Scminium  may  be  generated,  but  Carbuncles 
alfo  may  break  out  j  that  is3  from  the  pe- 

J-  '  ’  ,  '  :  , 

culiar 

< 
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culiar  cauftick  Quality  of  fa  line  Particles 
in  the  Body. 

*  .  I  .  J  .  *  V 

WHEREFORE  if  this  can  be  done 
in  a  private  Peftilence,  what  may  we  not 
expert  from  a  Peftilence  that  is  the  Con- 
fequence  of  an  Epidemick  Caufe  •  for  the 
additional  Affiftance  of  a  more  powerful 
feline  Principle  from  without,  cannot  but 
greatly  actuate  the  animal  Juices,  and  in¬ 
duce  a  compound  Malignity  abundantly 
&fficient>  for  the  Produdion  of  peftiien- 
tial  Carbuncles. 

‘  ,  •  *  *  -d* 

THE  more  aggravated  therefore  the 
feline  Qualities  of  this  foreign  feline  Prin¬ 
ciples  Dial]  be,  and  in  Proportion  to  the 
Quantities  of  it  infinuated  into  the  animal 
Fluids,  the  Carbuncles  will  break  out 
more  or  fewer,  fooner  or  later }  although 
as  long  as  the  peftilential  Poifon  flows  in 
Company  with  other  Fluids  within  the 
VefTels,  it  feems  more  mild,  beoaufe  then 
diluted,  than  when  feparated  and  thrown 
ifpon  the  Skin  by  the  natural  Excretory 
Powers.  And  this  Expulfion  of  it  feems 
much  to  be  affifted  by  the  common  Ten¬ 
dency  of  ferous  Particles  towards  the  Sur¬ 
face,  and  the  Congrefs  of  nitro  -  aereal 

Particles 
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Particles  therewith  *  but  nothing  however  isf 
more  manifeft  than  that  when  the  peftilential 
Poifon  hath  got  to  the  Surface,  it  exercifeS 
its  Virulence  upon  all  the  Parts  it  touches, 
and  leaves  cruel  Marks  of  its  Triumph 
behind  •  the  fame  as  which  likewife  ob¬ 
tains  not  only  from  an  epidemick  PefK- 
lence,  but  upon  drinking  any  poifonous 
Draughts. 

BUT  it  concerns  us  here  to  remove 
one  Miftake;  For  it  is  laid  down  by 
Diemehrooeck ,  in  Oppofition  to  the  common 
Opinion,  that  a  Carbuncle  is  nothing  elle 
but  an  a&ual  Gangrene  ;  for  if  any  Credit 
may  be  given-  to  our  Experience,  which 
we  look  upon  to  be  as  well  founded  as 
that  of  this  great  Man,  I  do  not  remem¬ 
ber  any  Carbuncles  (unlefs  where  there 
hath  fome  manifeft  Error  been  committed 
in  external  Applications,  or  the  Virulence 
‘  of  the  Peftilence  hath  been  greater  than 
ordinary)  to  have  tended  more  to  a  Spha¬ 
celation,  than  any  other  Confequences 
of  the  peftilential  Poifon. 

And  were  there  not  innumerable  Tefti- 
momes  to  the  Truth  of  this,  many  Ar¬ 
guments  might  be  alledged  in  its  Vindica¬ 
tion  Zy 
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tion  for  while  there  is  a  free  Influx  of 
vital  Spirits,  and  other  natural  Fluids,  in¬ 
to  the  Part  alFe&ed  ^  while  the  native 
Heat  is  preferved  from  Suffocation,  and 
Putrefa&ion  is  prevexited,  what  Perfon  can 
imagine  there  to  be  any  particular  Difpo- 
fition  to  Mortification  in  a  Angle  Car¬ 
buncle  ?  And  the  more  efpecially  when  the 
Spirits  are  fo  far  from  being  intercepted 
by  the  Carbuncle’s  Eruption,  that  they 
flow  more  plentifully  to  the  Part  *  when 
the  native  Heat  is  fo  far  from  being  fuf- 
Focated,  that  by  its  Afliftance  a  falutary 
Separation  is  made  ,  and  laflly,  when  the 
Part  affe&ed  is  fo  Jar  from  Putrefaction,  and 
rendered  more  humid  than  before,  that 
thefe  faline  Particles  of  an  efcharotick 
Quality,  rather  prevent  Mortification, 
and  by  drying  the  Part  make*  it  rather 
more  able  to  refift  fuc.h  a  Change  : 
And  according  to  the  befl:  of  nty  Remem¬ 
brance,  I  never  did  meet  with  a  Carbun¬ 
cle  that  mortified,  unlefs  from  the  MiR 
management  or  Carelefnefs  of  Surgeons,  or 
when  the  highefi:  Degree  of  Virulence  in 
the  peftilential  Poifon  had  not  occafxoned 
an  immediate  Sphacelation, 

NO 
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N  O  Part  of  an  humane  Body  was 
free  from  the  Eruption  of  the  Carbuncles  «■ 
And  I  fhall  not  exceed  the  Truth  if  I 
affirm  that  I  have  met  with  them  at  one 
time  or  other  in  all  Places-  But  this 
Matter  will  yet  appear  more  fully  beyond 
Contradiction,  when  I  fhall  have  brought 
a  few  felefb  Inftances  out  of  a  great 
Multitude,  to  put  it  quite  out  of  Difpute. 

A  Girl  of  about  12  Years  of  Age,  felt 
a  grievous  Pain  about  her  Breaft,  where 
quickly  after  the  Appearance  of  a  Pimple, 
there  broke  out  a  Carbuncle  ;  the  Efchar 
at  laft  came  off,  and  the  Ulcer  difcharg- 
ing  fome  Matter  plentifully  ;  after  about 
twenty  Days  fhe  was  reckoned  to  be  very 
well,  had  not  a  Surgeon  too  rafhly  dreffed 
her  with  the  red  drying  Ointment ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  cicatrize  it;  for  upon  that  the 
*  Peifilence  appeared  again,  and  killed  her 
in  a  about  three  Days,  undoubtedly  from 
a  Return  of  the  Venom  inwards  before  i % 
was  all  difcharged. 

ANOTHER  Cafe,  almoft  beyond 
Belief,  were  it  not  atteffed  by  many 
Eve-Witneffes,  was  of  a  Woman,  who  im¬ 
mediately 
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mediately  after  Delivery  had  a  Carbun- 
cle  appear  upon  her  Breafh,  when  the 
Infant  fucked  all  the  Time  without  Harm* 
and  the  Woman,  through  the  Favour  of 
the  Seafon,  and  exaft'Care  in  all  Refpefls* 
recovered.  I  was  alfo  another  time  called 
to  a  Man  of  advanced  Years,  whofe  whole 
Thigh  and  Hip  was  over-run  with  a  Car¬ 
buncle,  but  the  Vehcatioii  was  made  by 
fuch  an  ichorous  Scrum ,  that  I  ftrongly 
fufpecled  a  Mortification*,  I  complained  of 
being  called  fo  late,  but  however  ordered 
a  deep  Scarification,  and  other  Means  firit- 
able,  whereupon  there  grew  fome  Hopes 
of  Separation,  but  for  Want  of  inward 
Strength  and  Spirits,  the  Patient  died; 
whereas  another  of  a  more  vigorous  Habit* 
was  recovered  in  the  fame  Cafe,  for  no 
other  Reafon,  but  that  there  was  Strength 
enough  to  carry  him  through  it.  More¬ 
over,  I  once  met  with  a  Buboe  and  Car¬ 
buncle  together  in  the  Groin  of  a  Boy, 
not  above  two  Finger’s  Breadth  of  each 
other  *,  but  by  due  Means,  both  medicinal 
and  chirurgical,  the  Lad  got  well  frofri  both 
his  Ails  together. 

A  certain  Merchant  had  a  Carbuncle 
upon  his  Arm,  a  little  below  the  Elbow, 

but 
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but  what  was  moft  unhappy  was,  that  at 
the  Beginning  he  was  lo  Impatient  of  th© 
Pain,  that  he  apply ed  a  Cooling  Cataplafm 
to  it  of  his  own  ordering,  for  fuddenly 
thereupon  it  changed  into  a  Gangrene,  to 
obviate  which,  Scarrification  was  immedi¬ 
ately  had  recourfe  to,  in  the  Execution  of 
which,  the  Surgeon  inadvertently  cut  a 
large  Vein,  which  caufed  fuch  a  Flux  of 
Blood,  as  could  not  be  hopped  by  either 
a&ual  Cautery,  or  any  other  Means  ;  where¬ 
upon  followed  fuch  a  Sinking  of  his 
Spirits,  that  the  unfortunate  Gentlemaii 
died  in  three  Flours  time, 

LASTLY,  A  Carbuncle  appeared  on 
the  Finger  of  a  young  Woman,  to  eradicate 
which,  we  took  all  imaginable  Care  j  and 
all  Things  at  ftrft  feemed  to  anfwer  our 
Willies  ^  but  the  Uncertainty  of  humane 
Expectations l  for  the  Patient  with  her  old 
dshirfe  Supping  plentifully  upon  French 
Beans,  that  very  Night  the  Biftemper  re¬ 
turned  *,  and  although  ihe  vomited  as  much 
as  her  Strength  would  bear,  by  the  Pro- 
vocation  of  an  Emetick  given  her,  after 
which  were  ufed  the  moft  Cordial  Remedies, 
and  the  moft  warm  Alexipharmicks,  early 
in  the  Morning,  a  frefh  Carbuncle  came 

K  hi 
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in  the  Place  of  the  old  one  \  fhe  was  de¬ 
lirious  all  that  Day,  and  in  the  Evening 
fhe  expired.  After  the  Bearers  came  that 
Night  to  bury  her,  and  talked  of  fetching 
away  the  old  Woman  next,  as  a  Perfon 
dead,  the  poor  Wretch,  as  awakened  from 
Sleep,  cried  out,  hie  was  not  dead  *,  but 
fhe  difappointed  not  their  Agreement,  and 
died  time  enough  to  be  carried  away  the 
fame  Night  to  the  burying  Place. 

I  might  eafily  imploy  a  Volume  in  a 
Recital  of  all  the  particular  Circumftances 
of  thefe  Carbuncles  *,  but  however,  before 
1  dilmifs  this  Subjed,  I  cannot  omit  that 
the  pefHlential  Venom  was  in  a  very  great 
Manner  communicable  from  one  Carbuncle 

to  another  or  to  fpeak  perhaps  more  pro- 

. .  > 

perly,  the  fa  line  Virulence  of  a  Carbuncle 
would  generate  another  wherefoever  it  lodged. 

T  PI  E  Number  of  Carbuncles  was  unde- 
terminate,  fometimes  two,  three,  four,  or 
more,  would  come  out  at  once,  the  pefti- 
Jential  Venom  being  difmfed  to  many  Parts 
at  the  fame  Time  *?  but  the  red  we  fhall 
leave  to  that  Sedion  concerning  the  Cure 
of  Carbuncles  j  we  fhall  here  therefore  fub- 

join 
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join  fomewhat  concerning  peftilential  Spots, 
called  petechia* 

THE  Petechia  then  are  little  Spots  upon 
the  Skin,  not  eafily  drftmguiihable  from  a 
Flea-Bite  ;  though  this  Difference  may  be 
oblerved,  in  a  Flea-Bite  there  may  be  feen 
a  Pun&ure.  in  the  middle,  where  the  little 
Creature  had  jftruck  in  its  Teeth,  and  round 
it  an  Inflammation,  with  a  little  extrava- 
fated  Blood :  But  thefe  Spots  are  more 
Uniform  in  their  Colour,  more  fixed,  and 
difficult  to  be  removed,  whereas  upon  any 
PrefTiire  with  the  Finger  a  Flea-Bite  gives 
Way,  except  in  the  central  PunTure.  Fur¬ 
thermore  the  pestilential  Petechia  are  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  the  Spots  of  a  malignant 
Fever,  as  they  are  deeper  coloured  •  and 
likewife  to  be  known  (as  before  obferved) 
from  Scurvy  Spots,  which  are  much  broad¬ 
er,  and  not  always  exactly  round;  although 
thefe  are  likewife  fometimes  intermixed 
with  the  peftilential  ones,  and  by  Means 
of  the  aforementioned  Affinities  between 
them,  hardly  in  feme  Cafes  to  be  difHn- 
guifhed. 

T  O  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the  pe-* 
ftilential  Petechia  do  not  always  fix  in  the 

K  2  fame 
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lame  Parts,  and  lometimes  they  dii’appear^ 
after  a  Ihort  Stay  in  one  Place,,  and  im¬ 
mediately  rife  in  others ;  And  indeed  there 
is  no  Part  altogether  exempted  from  them, 
although  they  chiefly  come  out  in:  the 
Neck,  Bread:,  and  Back  ;  whereas  thofe  of 
the  Scurvy  come  modly  in  the  extream 
Parts.  The  Pveafon  of  this  in  the  former 
Cafe  may  probably  be  from  the  Proximity 
of  the  larger  Velfels,  and  the  Largenefs  of 
the  Pores  about  the  Trunk  of  the  Body  j 
and  in  the  Scurvy,,  the  Legs  particularly 
are  mod  Spotted,  from  the  Tendency  and 
Precipitation  of  the  laline  Particles  down¬ 
wards. 

i  H  E  Spots  were  lometimes  few,  but 
mod  commonly  very  numerous  •  in  fome 
they  were  fo  thick,  as  to  cover  in  a  man¬ 
ner  the  whole  Skin.  I  faw  a  little  Girl 
that  was  all  over  full  with  them,  but  upon 
a  large  Sweat  arifmg,  they  all  disappeared, 
-and  die  recovered- •  yet  lometimes  the  Di~ 
demper  was  fo  delufory,  that  thefe  Spots 
.  would  arife,  and  difappear,  and  come  out 
again,  for  feveral  Times  j  that  is,  when 
Nature  gave  its  utmoft  Efforts  to  expel 
the  Poifou,  they  might  be  feen  upon  the 
Surface  but  when,  the  Spirits  languished,. 


or 
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<or  upon  any  external  Cold,  they  wo.yid  go 
in  again. 

I  might  here  conveniently  obferve,  that 
this  Eruption  was  almoff  always  fympto- 
matical,  and  very  rarely  critical  ^  the  G> 
lour  of  them  was  not  always  the  fame, 
lometimes  they  were  red,  or  purple,  at 
others  yellow,  and  fometimes  livid  or  black, 
according  to  the  Nature  arid  Energy  of  the 
morbifick  Venom,  and  its  Complication  with 
other  Contingencies  •,  and  hence  we  natu¬ 
rally  pafs  to  tjie  effential  Character ifiicks  of 
a  Peftilence. 


THE  genuine  pe-ililential  Characters^ 
by  the  common  People  among-ft  us  called 
Tokens ,  as  the  Pledges  or  Fore-warnings  of 
Death,  are  nothing  elfe  than  minute  and 
diftin£l  Blnftsy  which  have  their  Origin  from 
within,  and  rife  up  with  a  little  pyrami¬ 
dal  Protuberance, .  having  the  peftilential 
Poifon  chiefly  collected  at  their  Bales,  and, 
according  to  the  accuflomed  Difperflon  of 
fuch  Agents,  gradually  tainting  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts,  and  reaching  to  the  Surface, 
as  the  Cofiguration  of  Veffels  and  Pores  are 
difpofed  to  favour  their  Spreading, 
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MOREOVER  theft  Blafts  were  de* 
jrhrable  from  external  Caufes,  as  from  the 
Injuries  of  Air,  where  the  peftilential  Miaf* 
ptara  were  pent  up  and  condenfed,  and  by 
that  Means  their  Virulence  increafed  to  that 
Degree,  that  Life  it  ielf  was  immediately 
^xtinguiihed,  upon  coming  within  their 
Reach.  Nay,  feme  were  fo  fuddenly 
marked  with  thefe  fatal  Characters,  that 
they  did  not  before  rind  themfelves  in  any 
other  RefpaCl  out  of  Order*,  which  is  a 
Circumftance  lo  well  known,  that  there  is 
little  need  to  confirm  it  by  particular  In-? 
ftances,  however,  for  the  Reader’s  datis^ 
faftion,  1  fha'ii  recolftCt  one  or  two  FaCts 
of  this  Kind. 

I  was  called  to  a  Girl  the  firft  Day  of 
her  Seizure,  who  breathed  without  any 
Difficulty,  her  Warmth  was  moderate  and 
natural,  her  Inwards  free  from  glowing 
and  Pain,  and  her  Pulfe  not  unequal  or 
irregular  *,  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  Things 
genuine  and  well,  as  if  ihe  had  ailed  no¬ 
thing  *,  and  indeed  I  was  rather  inclined  to 
think  ilie  counterfeited  being  lick,  than 
really  to  be  out  of  Order,  until  examining 
her  BreafL  I  found  the  certain  Characters 
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of  Death  imprinted  in  many  Places;  and 
in  that  following  Night  flie  died,  before 
ihe  her  felf,  or  any  Per  fan  about  hen,  could 
difcern  her  otherwife  out  of  Order* 

Some  time  after  I  viiited  a  Widow  ot 
Sixty  Years  of  Age,  whom  I  met  with 
at  Dinner,  where  ihe  had  eat  heartily  of 
Mutton,  and  filled-  befides  her  Stomach 
with  Broth ;  after  I  had  enquired  into  fe¬ 
deral  Particulars  relating  to  her  Health, 
ihe  affirmed  her  lelf  to  have  never  been 
better  in  her  Life,  but  upon  feeling  her 
Pulfe,  I  perceived  it  to  intermit,  and  upon 
examining  her  Breaft,  I  found  an  Abundance 
of  Tokens,  which  proved  too  true  a 
Prognoftick,  that  even  after  lb  good  a 
Dinner  Ihe  would  by  the  Evening  be  in 
another  World, 

AS  to  the  Eruption  of  thefe  fatal 
*  Characters,  I  judged  them  to  be  rather  the 
EffeCts  of  the  peftilential  cprrofive  Salt, 
than  of  any  Put  refaction  of  the  Humours  ; 
for  this  Poifon  wanting  room  for  Exhala¬ 
tion  through  the  Pores  ol  the  Skin,  col- 
ieCted  in  Quantities  upon  the  Surface,  and 
for  want  of  Spirits  to  itrive  therewith, 

imprinted  thefe  Marks  thereupon, 

K  4  FUR- 
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FURTHERMORE  thefe  external 
Parts  not  only  grew  dry  from  the  Acri¬ 
mony  of  this  Venom,  but  were  alfo  very 
liable  to  Sphacelation  by  an  Extinction  of 

■  .  i 

the  vital  Spirits  ^  but  enough  of  this,  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  but  adding  Light  to 
the  Noon-day  Sun,  to  endeavour  to  con- 
firm  it  by  more  Teftimonies. 

THESE  Tokens  did  differ  in  Regard  to 
their  Colour  and  Hardnels ,  of  their  Co¬ 
lour  we  ihall  fpeak  hereafter :  Their 
Hardnels  I  ufed  to  try  with  a  Needle 
or  Penknife ,  to  fee  whether  the  Senfe 
and  Life  was  perifhed  or  not  \  in  which 
1  rials  I  found  a  great  deal  of  Difference, 
as  fome  would  be  penetrated  with  very 
little  Trouble,  when  others  were  even 
callous  and  horny,  and  difficult  to  be  pe¬ 
netrated.  The  Origin  of  thefe  I  conjeClure 
*  tire  nervous  Juice,  or  fome 

gelatinous  Subftance  evaporated  into  a 
gummy  Confidence,  not  unlike  thole  horny 
Excrefcencies  fiom  tire  Bones  j  their  Co- 
lour  and  Affinity  in  many  Refpe&s  with 
Wharts  is  alfo  remarkable,, 
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AND  here  I  cannot  pafs  by  an  Inftance  worth 
Pbfervation,  of  a  Girl  who  came  to  my  Houfe 
full  of  Sadnefs  and  Confirmation,  already 
even  to  fink  down*,  upon  Examination  ike 
told  me  that  fiie  had  broke  out  from  an 
Houfe  where  flie  was  lhut  up  with  a 
Nurfe,  all  the  refi:  of  the  Family  being 
dead,  to  fhew  me  the  certain  Forerunner 
of  Death  upon  her,  faying  ;flie  had  the 
tokens  upon  her  Leg  }  feut  I  foon  found 
a  Miftake  that  might  have  been  fatal  to 
her,  for  it  was  only  a  Whart,  which  nei¬ 
ther  flie  nor  the  Nurfe  had  ever  taken 
Notice  of  before  y  fire  was  foon  undeceiv’d, 
and  by  my  Encouragement  fiiook  off  all 
her  Fear*,  returning  Home  chearful  to  take 
thofe  Medicines  which  were  direffed  to 
carry  off  the  Diforders  upon  her,  and 
fw eating  her  plentifully  removed  all  Sus¬ 
picion  of  the  Contagion :  But  I  really  be- 
*  lieve,  that  had  not  her  Mind  been  foon 
made  eafie,  by  what  was  faid  to  her,  fire 
would  have  died  merely  by  the  Force  of 
her  Imagination  ^  as  fuch  a  Dread  extream- 
ly  aggravates  the  leaf:  Complaints. 

BUT  forne  of  thefe  tokens  were  not 
only  fo  like  in  Appearance  to  W harts,  that 
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diey  deceived  this  young  Girl,  for  feme- 
times  even  the  Surgeons  miffook  them  •, 
and  I  was  beholden  to  the  Management 
beforementioned  of  pricking  through  them 
to  be  fitisfied  fometimes  my  felf,  as  well 
as  to  know  the  Degrees  of  Malignity  in 
the  Venom  of  the  true  ‘Tokens^  where  I 
found  .quickly  a  Senfibility,  I  took  it  for 
a.  good  Sign,  and  thole  which  went  no  fur- 
ther  than  the  Skin,  would  oftentimes  fhough 
off  *  whereas  when  they  went  deeper,  they 
were  deemed  dangerous,  efpecially  when 
tiie  Part  loll  its  feeling,  and  threatned 
Sphacelation,  There  were  like  wife  fbme 
found  fo  extreamly  comatous,  that  the 
whole  Body  was  deprived  of  Senfe  •  info- 
much  that  if  any  Limb,  or  Part  clear  of 
the  Tokens^  was  tried  by  Punfture,  or  Inci- 
hon,  there  would  be  no  more  felt  than 
upon  the  deadly  Marks  themfelves-  not, 
withihnding  which  Infenfibility  of  Body, 
iome  Faculties  of  the  Mind  would  return 
and  be  perceived  even  till  Death. 


THE  Vifcera  alio,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
ternal  Paits,  would  fometimes  be  marked 
with  thefe  Characters,  nay,  fometimes  it 
appeared,  that  the  Inwards  were  affefted, 

when 
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when  nothing  of  the  Tokens  were  feen  ex^ 
ternally. 

THE  Magnitude  of  the  Tokens  were 
various,  fometimes  as  fmall  as  a  Pin’s  Head, 

1  and  at  others  larger,  and  as  broad  as  a 
Silver  Peny  ^  there  were  indeed  Jnftances 
of  many  running  into  one,  but  this  was  but 
feldom  in  the  late  Sicknefs. 

LASTLY,  Some  were  depreffed,  and 
;  others  prominent,  and  fome  did  not  appear 
till  the  infe&ed  Perfon  was  dead j  io  that 
it  did  not  fuffice  to  kill,  but  alfo  to  leave 
:  Marks  of  its  Triumph  *  but  fome  of  the 

i  crafty  Kurfes  would  put  the  dead  Body 
immediately  into  wet  Cloaths,  whereby  they 
flopped  the  further  Fermentation  of  the 

\i  Juices,  and  retrained  fuch  Eruption,  in 
i(  Order  to  elude  the  Magistrates  Notice  and 

ii  Power,  to  fliut  up  the  Houfes. 

j  % 

BUT  how  much  foever  thefe  deep 
Marks  were  the  fure  Fore-warnings  of 
Death,  yet  fometimes  they  would  be  out 
1  from  the  fourth  Day  before,  and  remain  ail 
that  while  as  terrible  Admonitions  both  to 
the  Sick  and  others. 

r  t 

SECTION 
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SECTION  Vf. 

The  Prognofick  Signs  vf  the  late  Pejl  Hence . 

'  4  * 

AS  that  Peftilence  which  of  Jate  made 
fo  great  Havock  among#  Mankind, 
was  fo  full  of  Shiftings  and  Changes  in 
its  Attacks  and  Progrefs,  that  very  little 
Certainty  could  be  had  of  its  Event ;  it 
highly  concerns  the  Credit  and  Honour  of 
the  Faculty,  not  too  hafiily  in  fuch  Cafes 
to  prognofiicate  either  Recovery  or  Death  : 
In  Order  therefore  to  remove,  as  much  as 
poffible,  fuch  Difficulties  for  the  future, 
it  is  with  Cheerfulnefs  that  I  can  leave 
with  Pofterity  thofe  Obfervations  which  I 
have  been  able  to  make  in  my  daily  At¬ 
tendance  upon  the  Infefted,  to  the  utmo# 
Hazard  of  my  Life,  through  the  Courle  of 
this  late  Sicknefs. 

THE  prognofticfe  Signs  then  regard  ei¬ 
ther  the  Peftilence  it  felf,  as  to  its  Ori¬ 
gin,  Fleighth,  arid  Declenfion,  or  the  Reco¬ 
very  or  Death  of  the  Patient. 


FROM 
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FROM  certain  and  undoubted  Signs,  for 
fome  time  foregoing  the  manifest  Eruption 
of  the  Plague ,  may  its  Degrees  of  Severity 
•be  prognojlicated. 


A  S  iharp  and  immoderate  Pains  appa¬ 
rently  denote  a  pefiilential  *  Confiitution, 
and  likewife  Tumours  breaking  out  again 
;  upon  Parts  before  affected :  For  it  is  a 
Cafe  that  I  have  often  met  with,  that 
thofe  who  have  had  Buboes  and  Car¬ 
buncles  in  the  Sicknefs  well  cured,  to  break 
out  again  afterwards,  from  fome  Remains 
of  the  peftilential  Venom  yet  lurking  in 
the  Conifitution,  and  not  to  be  conquered. 


W  H  E  N  S  O  E  V  E  R  chronick  Dileafes 
are  changed  into  acute  ones,  it  may  be 
concluded  that  the  Infection  is  not  far  off:, 
For  V  aletudinarians  are  more  fenfible  of  any 
approaching  Diforder  than  thofe  who  are 
ftrong  and  healthful :  And  from  a  natural. 
Caufe  may  it  be  accounted  why  infirm 
Confutations  can  certainly  foretel  ieveral 
Changes  in  the  Air,  and  be  forewarn  d 
or  o 'her  external  Inconveniencies :  and  the 
more  virulent  any  Infectious  Miafmata  are, 
the  fooner  do  they  affe£t  Rich  Habits:, 

and 
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and  it  feems  peculiar  to  the  Plague  to  be 
preceded  by  its  pernicious  Effluvia,  like  fo 
many  Officers  feizing  the  Weak  and  Help* 
lefs  firft  and  Rich  it  tyrannizes  over  by 
converting  the  morbid  Humours  into  its 
own  Nature,  in  fubtilizing  thofe  which  are 
grofe,  acuating  the  dull,  heating  the  cold, 
changing  the  natural  Ferments,  and  in  ihort, 
by  inducing  oppofite  Qualities  into  the 
whole  Constitution. 

MOREOVER,  in  this  Regard  we 
tnay  confider  the  frequent  Mortalities  a- 
mongR  Cattle,  which  foregoe  an  Infe&ion 
amongft  Mankind  •,  for  thefe  Creatures 
living  for  the  moR  Part,  both  Night  and 
Day,  in  the  open  Air,  not  only  are  morq 
influenced  by  it  when  tainted,  but  are  aifo 
hurt  by  the  inre£tious  Venom  which  ga¬ 
thers  upon  the  Herbage  }  as  likewife  they 
are  more  liable,  on  other  Accounts,  to 
feel  its  lirfl:  Approaches,  becaufe  its  freeR 
Progrefs  is  in  open  Places. 

MOREOVER,  when  there  is  a  ge^ 
neral  Sadnefs  and  ConRernatlon  upon  the 
Minds  of  the  People  from  no  manifeR 
Caule,  fo  that  the  whole  Multitude  are 
pile  and  fpiritiefs,  who  can  think  but 

that 
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that  fome  general  Calamity  is  at  Hand  ? 

AND  certainly  this  will  not  appear  & 
very  difficult  Conjefture,  and  remote  from 
Reafon,  when  we  duly  confkler  the  ft  range 
Intercourfe  and  Familiarity  which  the  Spi¬ 
rits  maintain  with  Things  very  occult, 
and  at  a  Dlftance  }  for  whofoever  rightly 
weighs  this  Matter,  will  perceive  the  Spi¬ 
rits  capable  of  very  fubtile  Impreffions, 
by  Means  of  their  Intercourfes  with  the 
Imagination,  whereby  they  are  capable  of 
perceiving,  though  obfcurefy,  any  approach¬ 
ing  Evil,  and  confequently  of  exciting  a- 
mongft  the  Populace  a  general  Apprehension 
concerning  Futurity,  without  any  miracu¬ 
lous  Influence. 


LASTLY,  All  fore-bodings  of 
Kind  denote  the  Malignancy  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Evil,  becaufe  they  are  manifeft- 
ly  from  the  Influence  of  the  peftilential 
Mlafvutta  7  and  the  further  off  fuch  Impref- 
fions  are  made,  the  greater  do  they  pro- 
gnofticate  the  future  Calamity  will  be  9 
becauie  fuch  Irradiations  at  a  Diftance,  and 
propagated  through  a  long  Trafc  of  Air, 
denote  the  great  Energy  and  Virulence  of 

their  Origin  7  when  therefore  the  Peftilence 

Seldom 


?  44  *t%e  progno  flick  Signs 

feldom  appears  without  fuch  Forewarnings^- 
and  gradually  diffufes  according  to  the 
f  reater  or  leiTer  Liberty  for  the  nitro-aerial 

o 

Poifon  to  move  in,  and  the  firft  Perceptions 
of  it  are  fo  terrible,  what  Miferies  and 
Defo lations  may  not  be  expected  from  it,* 
when  it  is  arrived  in  its  full  Force  ? 

A  Peftilence  that  is  fierce  and  deadly  in 
its  fir  ft  Attack ,  foon  ceafies . 

I  call  fuch  a  Peftilence  fierce,  that  imme¬ 
diately  deftroys  the  ffcrongeft  Conftitutions,- 
and  which  being  every  where  diffufedy 
feizes  all  at  once  ^  for  the  fooner  the  ve¬ 
nomous  Scminium  is  fpread  and  wafted,  the 
fooner  will  its  Fury  be  oven 

THE  Times  of  a  P  eft  Hence  in  its  De¬ 
er  e  a  fe,  are  in  Proportion  to  the  Times  of 
its  Increafei 

FOR  the  infectious  Poifon  does  not  aCt 
precariouflv,  but  in  a  regular  and  uniform 
Manner,  as  it  fully  appeared  by  the  Courfe 
of  the  late  Sicknefs  amongft  us  •  (not  to 
mention  others  at  a  greater  Diftance  ot 

Place  and  Time)  but  this  will  be  beft 

made 
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Shade  appear  from  the  Tables  df  Mbrtality 
hereunto  annexed. 

The  Caufe  of  a  Vejl  Hence  being  removed ^ 
Jperit)  or  extinguished ,  its  Ejfetls  immediate 
1)  ceafe. 

1 

I 

A  S  Fire  goes  out  when  its  Fuel  is 
wanting,  or  fpent,  fo  the  peftilential  Viru¬ 
lence  continually  wants  fomewhat  to  keep 
it  up,  and  no  longer  than  it  is  fupplied 
with  that  neceffary  Pabulum  will  it  laft: 
Although  I  acknowledge  that  fometimes 
thefe  fatal  Sparks  will  lie  as  it  were  lino- 
thered  in  theit  own  Ruins,  for  fonle  Time, 
and  after  a  certain  Interval  break  out  again 
into  its  fir  ft  Fury,  from  the  original  Caufe 
that  as  yet  hath  never  been  extinguifhed. 
And  hence  perhaps  fonte  may  be  led  into 
an  Error  about  the  Plague’s  being  co-seval 
with  the  World,  and  its  continual  Subfiftance 
*  in  one  Place  or  another,  as  external  Cir- 
eumftances  favour  its  Propagation  or  Hin¬ 
drance  *  for  the  very  Increafe  of  the  pe- 
ftilential  Semmium ,  after  every  Interval  of 
Recefs,  plainly  fliews  it  to  take  frefli  Root ; 
and  upon  the  total  Extirpation  hi  it,  I  can- 
nbt  fee  how  the  fame  can  appear  again  r 

h  And 


i 
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And  this  is  confirmed  by  the  almoft 
tinual  Varieties  in  different  Infeflrions. 

W  E  now  come  in  Courfe  to  fpeat  of 
thole  Prognofticks,  which  regard  the  Death 
or  Recovery  of  the  infefted. 

Every  Hemorrhage  is  bad,  but  a  Flux 
of  the  Menfes  always  fatal • 

•r  -  -t  -  -  --  S4.S.  r  ~  ,  -  T  ^  f  -  . 

x.  i  /.X  ■.  x  •  ...  ;  v  \  v  .  i  >  v '  • 

A  Loofenefi  of  the  Bowels ,  ejpe dally  in 
the  Beginning,  is  commonly  a  Sign  of  Death* 

BECAUSE  by  this  Evacuation  a 
Diafhorefis  is  prevented,  the  Strength  is 
wailed,  and  the  Poifon  is  fb  far  thrown 
upon  the  Bowels,  as  fometimes  to  induce 
Sphacelation  \  the  Caie  is  likewife  noc 
much  better  when  the  Faces  are  extreamly 
fetid,  and  there  is  no  Relief  thereby  *,  or 
when  they  are  green,  or  black,  or  come 
away  involuntarily,  efpecially  when  attended 
with  a  By  fernery. 

t  1  *  •  .-'•••  .  .  .  .  *  i  .  s_. 

WHERE  the  Lungs  are  tender ,  weak, 
or  diftempered ,  it  generally  ends  til. 

F  O  R  J  can  hardly  remember  any  one 
who  had  bad  Lungs  that  efcaped  in  the 

late 
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j3te  Sicknels  \  and  it  was  a  conftant  Ob- 
fervation,  that  Afthttiaticfc  Perfonsj  not 
only  by  frequent  and  hard  Infpiration  drew 
hi  more  of  the  poyfbnous  Steams  than  o- 
thers3  hut  alfo  that  the  weakned  Force  of 
that  Organ,  gave  Opportunity  to  them  to 
fix  their  Lodgment  there. 

WH  E  A?  Perfons  grew  no  better  for 
Sweating,  but  weaker,  and  the  Dijlemper 
higher ,  it  was  judged  fatal . 

FOR  after  Nature  had  made  fuch  aii 
Effort  to  expel  the  Venom  to  no  Purpofei 
all  Hopes  of  Recoyery  could  not  but  va- 
iiilh.  A  great  Expence  of  Spirit,  and  a 
general  Decay  of  Strength,  muff  be  the 
Confequence  of  fuch  a  Waft  -  and  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  Sweat  likewife  brings  on  a  dan¬ 
gerous  Colliquitation,  or  is  a  Sign  of  it  •  and 
.  thole  hot  fharp  Sweats^  which  veficate  the 
Skin,  are  alfo  to  be  fufft-efted :  More- 
bver,  it  is  very  hazardous  when  cold 
Sweats  come  after  fuch  hot  ones;  But  the 
moft  cet  tain  Fatality  or  all,  is  from  fuch 
Sweats  as  have  a  cadaverous  Smell ;  altho’ 
there  was  fometimes  a  very  dilagreeable 
fcented  Sweat,  with  which  they  recovered, 
iis  with  it  exhaled  the  peft.iiential  Venom. 

Li  J 
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"  \  ■  *  *  '  ‘  .  ......  .  ^  1 .  ’ iv  i-  f  • 

J  Lofs  of  Appetite  for  a  great  while  f 
■  proved  mojl  commonly  hut  a  dangerous 


I T  appears,  by  what  hath  been  already 
laid,  that  a  Loathing  at  Stomach  was  a 
certain  Sign  of  Infection ;  and  upon  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  it,  it  was  neeeffary  that  there 
fliould  enfue  a  Deleft  of  Nourilhment  and 
Strength,  which  made  a  Perlon  rnuch  moie 
liable  to  the  worft  Influences  of  the  Di- 
ftemper,  and  even  to  Erofion  and  Sphacela¬ 
tion  of  the  Stomach. 

-  ?  ....  i 

j  '  '  ;; 

D  EA  F  N  E  S  S  joined  with  Drowfmefs, 
were  Signs  the  Parotides  would  Joon  appear. 


WHEN  Buboes  went  in  Again  without 
due  Evacuation,  and  while  bad  Symptoms 
continued.  Matters  were  generally  doubtful , 
and  for  the  mojl  Part  very  dangerous . 

1  always  looked  upon  my  Labours  to  be 
defeated^  whenfoevet  thefe  Tumours  dis¬ 
appeared  of  a  fudden  without  any  manifeft 
Caufe  ^  for  it  was  owing  to  the  Retreat  of 
the  Venom  inwards,  where  it  made  terrible 
M if chiefi  and  was  extreamly  difficult  to  be 

got 
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got  again  to  the  Surface  •  yet  if  Sweats 
broke  out,  that  the  Patient  could  well  bear, 
it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  return, 
and  bring  again  Matters  into  jan  hopeful 
State. 

, 

WHENSOEVER  theft  Tumours 
are  diftoloured?  especially  tending  to  Black- 
neft?  or  do  not  fuppurate?  or  are  infenfible? 
it  may  be  pronounced  the  Patient  will  In 


THE  more  Buboes  there  are,  fo  that 
they  fuppur  ate?  the  better v 

CA  RBV  N  C  LES  are  always  ?nore 
dangerous  than  ■ Buboes . 

-O  *  1 

BOTH  on  Account  of  their  iliarper 
Pain,  and  greater  Difficulty  to  cure. 


THR  [mailer  the  Carbuncles  are  in 
Comp  aft ?  and  their  Situation  remote  ftrom  the 
Vifcera ?  greater  Vejfels?  Tendons ?  and  Nerves? 
and  the  f  ewer  they  are  in  Number ?  by  ft 
much  it  is  the  better  ?  and?  on  the  contrary? 

S  -  '-*•  -■*  -  W  •*-  '  *<  -  -;V-  -  -  “  ... 

when  they  ftread  like  a  Gangrene ?  and  are 
near  the  principal  Parts ?  as  the  Breajl  or 
Belly?  and  alft  are  numerous?  or  livid ?  the 


L 


? 
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pate  of  the  Patient  may  he  pronounced  dejpe 
rate . 

. .  /:  ,  ■•*  f  •  '  r '  ■'  .  :  •" 

THE  pe (lilential  Tokens,^ fpe  dally  when 
they  are  deep ,  are  the  fure  and  Jfeedy  Mef 
fengers  of  Death . 

F  O  R  a  general  Mortification  commonly 
follows  thefe  particular  ones  :  although  there 
is  fometimes  (as  before  obferved)  lome  Time 
given  between  one  and  the  other,  as  for 
two  or  three  Days. 

i 

A  Complication  of  had  Symptoms ,  together , 
precipitates  the  Patient  into  another  W wld* 

N  AY?  fometimes  when  there  are  many 
Symptoms  of  Recovery,  the  obfHnate  Con¬ 
tinuance  -  of  one  bad  is  enough  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  Patient’s  Fate. 

*  •:  '*  i  .  u  .  . 

*•  ?  •.  V  r  v  X  t  '  • 

■  U  V  ,  >  •,  •  ;j 

FROM  the  in c enfant  Appearance  of 
the  Urine H  there  can  be  no  certain  fudg~ 
ment  made • 

<  '  '  \  '  *  Y 

T  H  E  Urine  indeed  of  thefe  Patients  is 
generally  not  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  that 
of  healthful  Perfons,  although  fometimes 

V 

its  Stench  is  not  to  be  endured ;  this  a 
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certain  Phyftcian  found  to  his  Coft,  who 
taking  the  Urinal  too  near,  was  infeffed 
by  the  Scent,  fell  ill,  and  in  three  Days  died; 

•1  v  ,  '  .  •  ‘  *  V*  •  X  ■  •  |  .  •.  •'  4; 

THE  Pulfe ,  which  in  all  other  Difeafes 
is  dtmojl  a  certain  Index ,  in'  this  Sicknefi 
could  not  he  at  all  t'rujled  to * 

'  -i-  '  V  -  ’’  ’  v 

THOSE  who  were  com  at ous  in  the  Be* 

.  1  *  .  r  *  * 

«  •  -  •  -  V  *■  =»  -  ^  (  ..  .  , 

ginning  or  Height  cf  the  Difeafe ?  feldotn 
efcaped . 

Thefe  Prpgnofticks  I  thought  my  felf 
obliged  to  take  Notice  of,  by  the  Method  I 
propofed  to  my  felf  herein  but  that  I 
have  omitted  many,  is  to  be  excufed  by 
the  Difficulty  and  Difference  of  Judgment 
in  thefe  Matters  }  for  fuch  was  the  delufory 
Appearance  of  this  Peftilence,  that  many 

Patients  were  loft  when  they  were  thought 

* 

in  a  fafe  Recovery  and  when  we  thought 
.  the  Conqueft  quite  obtained,  Death  run  away 
with  the  Victory  j  whereas  others  got  over 
it,  who  were  quite  given  over  for  lofi:  j  much 
to  the  Difreputation  of  our  Art. 


SECTION 


Concerning  tl?e  Cure 
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SECTION  VI.  - 

Concerning  the  Cure  of  the  lute  Fejlilence. 

ALTHOUGH  a  peftilential Infection 

is  extreamly  dangerous,  and  doubtful 

as  to  its  Confequences,  very  few  being 

fpared  by  it,  when  in  its  greateft  Height, 

yet  we  are  by  no  Means  to  defpair  in  fo 

great  a  Difficulty,  and  give  up  the  whole 

Race  of  Mankind  to  De&ru&ion  as  foon 

a s  it  comes,  but  be  rather  {Emulated  to 

* 

greater  Endeavours  j  and,  like  faithful  Mi^ 
nifters  of  Nature,  Rudy  all  Helps  again# 
fuch  common  and  grievous  Calamities. 

BUT  before  we  enter  upon  that  Part 
which  feeks  Affiftance  from  Medicine,  it 
may  be  neceflary  to  exhort  the  infeCled, 
that  they  have  due  Regard  to  the  Almighty 
Power,  not  only  in  confeffing,  and  Peeking 
Fprgivenefs  for  Sin,  but  in  imploring  his 

^  V  l  /  ,  ^  i 

B.ieffing  upon  thofe  Remedies  and  Means 
for  Recovery  which  even  the  moft  skilful 
Phylician  can  prefcribe. 

T  H  E  Infeded  alfb  ought  to  be  admo- 
uijfhed  that  they  make  their  Wills ^  and 

fettle 
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fettle  their  worldly  Affairs,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  Contention  and  Law-Suits,  lea  ft  by  t}ie 
Severity  of  fuch  a  Diftemper  they  fhould 
chance  to  be  carried  off.  But  this  is  to  b$ 
done  before  they  are  affe&ed  at  all  in 
their  TJnderftandings  by  the  Diieafe. 

LASTLY,  It  is  likewife  to  be  enjoin¬ 
ed  the  Sick,  that  they  quietly,  fubmiifive- 
ly,  and  with  a  chearful  Confidence,  com¬ 
mit  themfelves  to  the  Care  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  their  Phyficians:  And  hence  ap¬ 
pears  the  Difficulty  of  that  Task  to  watch 
over  thofe  who  are  in  fuch  imminent  Dan?- 
ger  *,  and  what  variety  of  Cares  lie  upon 
him  who  undertakes  it,  and  who  often 
falls  himfelf  by  that  Tyrant  he  is  endea¬ 
vouring  to  defend  others  from  ? 

BUT  to  do  Juft  ice  to  the  Sacred  Art, 
in  its  relieving  Mankind  in  fuch  cruel 
Difeafes,  this  muft  eternize  the  Sons  of 
.  EfculapitiSy  that  they  feem  to  be  born  for 
the  Publick  Good,  by  their  Ufehilnefs  even 
in  a  Peftilence,  as  well  as  other  more  com¬ 
mon  Calamities  of  Life ,  but  on  this  Hea4 
I  fhall  forbear  faying  more,  knowing  how 
unworthy  I  am  to  give  due  Honour  to  fa 
much  Worth, 


BUT 
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BUT  in  the  Profecution  hereof,  as  fbme 

heretofore  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains 

*  *- 

to  no  Purpofe  in  finding  an  miverfd  Jpecifick 
againft  the  Pefiilence,  and  have  impofed 
many  palpable  Falfities  upon  the  World 
under  fuch  Pretences  :  lo  our  modern  Coal- 

•  v  y 

Blowers  have  in  like  Manner  cried  up  their 
pernicious  Secrets,  and  wickedly  impoled 
jthem  upon  the  credulous  Populace,  Cer¬ 
tainly  thefe  publick  Cheats  ought  thenir 
ielves  to  he  deemed  pefiilential,  as  their 
Notions  and  Practice  is  abhorrent  to  all 
found  Reafon  :  For  if  the  Arguments  on 
both  Sides  the  Quefiion  be  fairly  fia  ted^ 
and  one  will  be  convinced,  that  there  ne¬ 
ver  as  yet  hath  been  difcovered  in  Nature-, 
the  full  and  abfolute  Elfence  of  a  Pefii- 
fence,  but  that  it  fiill  remains  a  My  fiery  to 
Mankind*  wherefore  in  this  Difiemper  a 
Peribn  nnift  proceed,  as  in  all  others,  by 

a  ferious  Attention  to  the  manifeft  Syrri- 

%  * 

ptoms,  and  'a  rational  Conformity  of  the 
Means  of  Cure  thereunto  ;  and  while  we 
hold  to  this  only  Rule  of  Procedure,  al¬ 
though  the  Severity  of  the  Difiemper  may 
conquer  feveral,  yet  many  alfp  may  be 
fayed. 


IT 
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I T  now  comes  to  us  to  declare  what  a 
Phyfician  has  to  do  in  this  Calamity-  as 
therefore  the  Difeafe  admits  of  no  Delays, 
Help  muft  be  immediately  procured,  and 
the  Phyfician  ought  to  fly  to  the  Patient’s 
Succour,  leaft,  by  any  Omiffion,  the  Cafe 
ihould  be  got  beyond  Recovery,  and  a  Per- 
ion  be  loft  for  Want  of  timely  Affiftance, 

WHEN  the  Phyfician  is  come,  he 
pught  to  addrefs  the  Patient  with  Chear- 
fulnefs,  and  blame  thofe  Fears  and  melan¬ 
choly  Apprehenfions  which  give  many  over 
too  much  into  the  Power  of  the  Diftemper5 
by  cutting  off  all  Hopes  of  Recovery, 

L  A  STL  Y,  according  to  the  general 
Directory  of  our  College  beforementioned9 
the  moft  generous  and  efficacious  Me¬ 
dicines  muft  be  contrived  with  the  utmoft 
Care  and  Deliberation, 

1  N  the  fir  ft  Place  then,  whether  Phie^ 
botomy  is  to  be  praftifed  or  not  is  juft- 
ly  to  be  queftioned  •  and  indeed  I  ihould 
pafs  it  by  here  as  fatal,  but  that  I  know 
many  unskilful  and  raih  Perform,  who  not 
pnly  let  Blood  largely  at  one  Time,  but 
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©rder  it  like  wife  to  be  repeated  until 
the  Patient  faints. 

%■ 

*  »  >  i  i . 
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BUT  if  the  Authority  of  the  Anci¬ 
ents  as  well  as  the  Experience  of  the 
Moderns  hath  any  Weight,  and  indeed 
if  our  own  Practice  may  be  regarded,  it 
is  highly  to  be  feared,  from  many  In¬ 
fiances,  that  Bleeding  in  a  genuine  Pefti- 
ience  is  not  only  to  be  fufpe&ed,  but 
charged  as  pernicious  j  for  we  have  many 
times  feen  the  Blood  and  Life  drawn  away 
together  which  makes  it  aftonifhing  to 
fee  the  Practifers  in  fuch  Milchief  dare 
to  juftihe  the  fatal  Error  ^  what  is  it  that 
indicates  this  Evacuation,  is  it  intenfe 
Heat  *  or  any  Turgefcency  of  the  Vef- 
fels?  Or  is  it  to  give  Vent  to  the  peni¬ 
tential  Poi ion  to  make  its  efcape  ?  Cer¬ 
tainly  nothing  to  me  feems  more  abfurd  f 
foe  if  the  other  Sumptoms  do  not  remit 
with  the  Fever,  the  Patient  will  be  plung¬ 
ed  into  the  utmoft  Hazard  *,  for  how  can 
the  Blood  and  other  Juices  be  depurated, 
if  the  febrile  Heat  is  extinguifhed  ?  not 
to  lay  any  thing  of  a  Suppreilion  of  fa- 
lutary  Breathings  hereby,  a  Perverfion  ®f' 
the,  natural  Secretions,  and  Sinking  the 
•Spirits,  •  .  W 
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THEY  alfo  are  under  as  great  an  Rr-, 
tor,  who  fetch  their  Reafons  for  this  Pra¬ 
ctice  from  the  Turgefcency  of  the  Veifels  * 
for  while  inordinate  Hurries  are  excited 
in  the  Blood,  from  difagreeing  and  hete¬ 
rogeneous  Particles  thriving  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  one  another,  there  is  made 
thereby  only  a  teeming  Plenitude ;  what  Mad- 
nefs  then  muft  it  be,  in  order  to  remove 
an  imaginary  Fulnefs,  to  link  the  neceffary 
Strength  by  a  ralh  Effufion  of  Blood  ? 

A  N  D  laftly,  the  morbilick  Poifon  is 
not  -  of  that  kind,  as  to  leek  an  Efcape  at 
the  Orifice  of  a  Vein,  and  run  out  with 
the  Bowing  Blood  j  and  which  ( as  before 
proved)  affeCHng  chiefly  the  Spirits,  and 
reUding  in  other  Veifels,  makes  this  Me¬ 
thod  of  Cure  in  a  Pefiilence  impracticable. 
I  will  not  however  deny  but  that  there 
may  poifibly  be  Circumhances  in  malignant 
and  peflilential  Fevers,  which  may  iuftiiie 
Phlebotomy,  as  when  it  is  done  for  Revul- 
lion  fake,  in  too  great  a  Flux  of  the  Menfcs : 
But  in  a  genuine  Peftilence,  it  is  not  to  be 
meddled  with.  There  is  but  one,  as  i  can 
remember,  who  lurvived  it  in  the  late  Sick- 

nefs :  but  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  any  more 

upo  1 
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upon  a  Subjecl  fo  plain,  and  therefore  I 
lhall  pafs  to  what  is  of  more  Confequence; 

A  S  for  what  concerns  the  next  Means 
of  Remedy,  an  Emetick  may  be  given  in 
the  Infancy  cif  the  Dileafe,  where  the  Sto¬ 
mach  is  loaded  either  by  over-eatings  or  by 
a  Crowd  of  bad  Humours,  or  when  there 
is  a  Loathing,  or  a  Bitternefs  in  the  Mouth  y 
fo  that  any  particular  Conformation  of 
the  Breah  and  Neck  doth  not  contra-indi¬ 
cate  7  and  arnongft  thefe  Remedies  they 
are  preferrable  which  plentifully  excite 
Vomiting,  without  working  alfo  down- 
tvards. 

O  F  this  kind  are  the  Syr*  Diafari  Per- 
helij ,  Syr.  Scabiof  cotnfof.  Oxymel.  Stillit.  and 
chiefly  the  Sal  Fitrioii ,  but  the  Antimoniai 
Preparations  are  not  fo  advifable.  The 
Dofe  of  the  Emetick  ought  to  be  large 
enough  to  empty  the  Stomach  foon  *,  and 
the  PoiTet-drink  ufed  in  the  Operation,  in 
order  to  rince  off  its  Coats  all  Filthinefs,* 
is  to  be  impregnated  with  Cardans,  Scordium J 
~ Meadow-Sweet ,  Butter-Burr ,  &c.  boiled  in  it; 
In  my  own  Practice,  I  have  always  found 
good  Service  from  large  Draughts  of  the 
Poifet-drink  abovementioned,  fweetned  with 

firttpU 
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fm^le  Oxymel,  without  any  other  previous 
Emetick  given. 


AFTER  Vomiting  is  over,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Stomach  the  better  to  keep 
any  Alexipharmick  Medicines,  its  .Force 
may  be  greatly  ftrengthned  by  adding  Sto- 
machicks  to  the  Alexigharmicks :  But  if 
a  Reaching  to  vomit  prove  Symptomati¬ 
ca!,  Emetich  are  by  all  'Means  to  be  a- 
Voided  j  leaft  the  Phyfician  ( like  old  Nur¬ 


ias,  who  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
Rules  of  Practice )  ihould  promote  that 
Symptom,  which  by  fruitlefs  Strains  wafte 
the  Spirits,  and  follicit  the  peftilential  Ve¬ 
nom  into  the  Stomach  from  diftant  Parts- 
which  when  fixed  there ,  ftill  irritates  into 
more  violent  Reachings,  that  cannot  be  aP 
fwaged  by  any  Remedies* 


ALTHOUGH  in  other  Cafes  a  Vo- 
*  uniting  may  be  removed  by  Emetich ,  yet 
in  a  PefTilence  it  is  dangerous  to  follow 
Rich  Prafticej  becaufe  the  Malignity,  or 
rather  Nitro-faline  Effluvia,  vellicate  the 
Mouth  of  the  Stomach,  and  fo  invert  its 
nervous  Coats,  although  empty,  as  to  bring 
on  CoQvuliions  :  And  fome  -Per ions  ieem 
to  have  their  Stomachs  full,  as  overloaded 
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with  Food,  who  crave  to  be  freed  by 
Vomiting,  which  it  is  by  no  Means  fafe 
to  indulge  them  in,  became  Rich  a  Senfa* 
tlon  of  Fulnefs  proceeds  only  from  the 
peftilential  FOyfou  vellicating  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  while  the  Stomach  is  it  felf  free 
from  Food,  or  bad  Humours ;  but  what 
further  concerns  this  Matter,  will  come  to 
be  further  confidered  under  the  Cure  of 
Symptoms^ 

MOREOVER,  Purges  are  juftly  reck-' 
oned  amongft  Medicines  of  great  Efficacy  ^ 
but  whether  or  no  they  are  to  be  ufed 
in  the  Cafe  before  us,  is  a  Difficulty,  and 
full  of  Controverfy  amongft  Phyftcians ; 
and  indeed  the  Varieties  in  peftilential 
Difeafes,  the  Differences  of  ConftitutionSj 
the  various  Complication  of  GircumftanceSj 
the  Uncertainty  of  Sealons,  crc.  no  mare 
it  impoffible  to  give  any  general  Rules 
hereupon  wherefore  I  fhall  go  no  further 
than  what  my  own  Practice  hath  enabled 
ine  to  judge  concerning  it. 

A  Turgefcency  or  Diftemperature  of 
Humours  do  certainly  call  for  an  Evacu¬ 
ation  this  Way  •,  that  is,  when  the  Hu- 

fiiours  are  troublefome  more  by  then 

Quantity 
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Quantity  than  any  Simulating  Quality; 
when  therefore  the  ConSitution  is  not 
able  to  conquer  fuch  a  Burthen,  neither 
by  DigeSion  nor  Expulfion,  Catharticks 
are  certaiiily  necelfary  to  help  away  the 
Load,  and  efpecially  if  a  Perfon  hath  been 
before  eating  to  Excels » 

BUT  if  this  Evacuation  be  delayed  till 
the  Juices  have  received  the  peSiiential 
Taint,  the  Humours  are  then  rather  to  be 
depurated,  then  purged  away  by  Cathar¬ 
ticks  ;  and  it  is  certainly  better  to  truS  to 
the  Strength  of  Nature,  when  Things  are 
gone  ib  far,  to  do  the  Work  her  own  Way: 
And  whether  or  no  the  Blood  is  too  much 
fufed,  or  (according  to  fome)  coagulated, 
purging  Medicines  are  certainly  to  be  a- 
voided;  for  in  the  firft  Cafe  they  fur¬ 
ther  agitate  and  fufe  the  Blood,  befides  the 
Hazard  of  breaking  open  fuch  VefTels  as 
*  may  not  without  great  Difficulty  be  again 
doled ;  the  fame  Medicines  are  alio  hurt¬ 
ful  in  the  Blood’s  Coagulation,  becaufe  they 
evacuate  only  the  ferous  Parts,  and  leave 
the  Remainder  more  vilcid  and  tenacious, 
whereby  ObSru&ions  are  rend  red  more 
perverle  and  unconquerable,  and  the  Sag- 
nant  Matter  without  a  Poffibility  of  Di- 

M  lut  ion, 
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lution,  and  Recitation  to  its  priftine  State 
of  Fluidity,  as  alfo  more  ftrongly  inclofmg 
the  peftilential  Poifon  at  the  fame  Time*, 
it  is  alfo  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  in  fa 
great  an  Agitation  the  morbihck  Venom 
may  be  drawn  to  the  Bowels,  and  Sphace¬ 
lation  follow  thereupon. 

THAT  Purging  may  be  alfo  pra&ifed 
with  Succefs,  the  Strength  of  the  Patient 
is  carefully  to  be  confulted,  for  where 
the  Spirits  are  low,  or  deficient,  it  may 
not  only  prove  unfafe,  but  fatal  ^  and  where 
the  Bowels  are  extreamly  Cumulated  by 
the  Catliartick,  and  the  Humours  greatly 
put  into  Fufion  by  its  rarifying  Qualities* 
they  will  be  apt  to  pafs  off  in  too  large 
a  Profufion.' 

I 

w  HAT  can  a  Perfon  likewife  expeft 
to  do  with  a  Cathartick,  in  Diforders  of 
the  Spirits?  It  certainly  appears  to  me 
more  likely  to  purge  away  all  the  Rumours 
of  the  Body,  than  re-kindle'  the  Spirits  that 
are  oppreifed,  cloudy,  and  almoC  extinft, 
by  fuch  Means  ^  and  further,  as  the  -Sub- 
tilty  of  the  peCilential  Poifon  inclines  it 
rather  to  el  cape  by  the  fuperficial  Pores, 
than  the  larger  EmunTori.es,  this  Me- 

thod- 


thod  is  contrary  to  that  natural  Tendency, 
calling  it  back  again  from  the  'Circum¬ 
ference  to  the  Center  ■  I  cannot  imagine 


what  they  propofe,  who  even  repeat  in 
thefe  Cafes  their  purging  Medicines,  until 
they  bring  both  intolerable  Pains,  and 


Gripings  into  the  Bowels,  and  Sphacelations^ 


as  beforementioned. 

BUT  if  after  all  Confiderations  any  Per- 
fon  thinks  it  proper  to  purge,  it  ought  to 
be  certainly  done  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Infeftioh,  and  with  fomewhat  that  operates 
ipeedily  •  and  to  which  Purpofe  thofe  in 
Liquid  Forms  anfwer  beft,  as  for  Example  i 


&  A-  Angelica  fimpL  Tartarizafa  g  ij.  Svr , 
de  fpina  Cervina  §  j.  Elix.  pr  opr  let  at  is  Crollii  vet 
Antipeftilentialis  9  j.  &  inter  durn  3  fi.  diifolve 
falls  abfynthii  gr.  viij.  M.  S.  Fiat  haufim  hora 
commoda ,  &  typo  remitten  do  dandm. 


. ;  «•  .  *  .  o  :  .  ^  ' 

A  Solution  alfo  of  Til .  Euffi  from  5  to 
5  j.  may  be  made  in.  Marigold  Water ,  by  thofe 
who  I  ke  that  better.  They  who  pleafe 
likewife  may  ufe  the  following : 


I$£  FxtraB.  Titular uin  Ruffi  5  ij.  rejin  zalapii 
9  jt  ircthifio  di  rhabarb .  '5  jo  gufn*  ammoniati 

i  in 
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In  ace  to  fciHit#  foluti  5  j*  falls  'Tartariy  abfynthi t, 
ana  gr .  viij.  cum  tintt.  Theriacali  q.  fi  fiat  maffa9 
e  cujm  3  j.  conglobentur  plluU  vij,  vel  viij.  Dofi* 
in  confiitutione  athletic  a  ad  9  ij.  Jr  out  medico 
vifum  fuerit  varianda . 

I N  a.  Difeafe  that  will  admit  of  no 
Delays  it  is  belt  to  evacuate  but  little,  yet 
that  not  flowly  -y  fo  that  the  morbid  Hu¬ 
mours  may  be  expelled  at  the  firft  Seizure, 
before  they  have  received  the  peftilential 
Taint,  and  before  its  Virulence  hath  reach¬ 
ed  to  the  whole  Mafs  of  Fluids  :  For  it 
is  certain  that  no  Digeflion  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  in  this  Cafe,  and  therefore  can  there 
be  no  Room  for  Alterants  or  Digeftives :  But 
when  the  Body  is  very  coidive,  I  judge  it 
mofi  convenient  and  fafe  to  do -this  with 

’  9 

*  w 

Suppofitories. 

i  s' 

B  U  T  all  Authors  and  practical  Phyfiei- 
ans  agree  in  this,  to  throw  out  the  pefti- 
lential  Malignity  as  foon  as  poilible ;  which 
is  e^peditioufly  and  furprizingly  done  by 
Alexipharmicks •  and  to  thefe,  as  loon  as  the 
Belly  is  looined,  Recourfe  mull  fpeedily 
be  had,  as  to  a  facred  Refuge :  And  there 
is  fitch  Plenty  of  Remedies  of  this  kind, 
that  Nature  teems  to  have  had  more  than 
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an  ordinary  Indulgence  and  Forecaft,  In 
-  providing  againft  this  deftru&ive  Enemy  of 
Mankind}  nor  hath  the  medicinal  Art  been 
likewife  wanting  in  fupplying  us  with  ma- 
ny  Preparations  of  Simples,  that  are  power¬ 
ful  againft  lo  grievous  a  Deftroyer.  But 
In  this  great  Choice  it  behoves  us  to  fele£t 
thofe  which  are  moft  efficacious  ,  for  this 
Diftemper,  which  is  certainly  the  inoft  ty¬ 
rannical  of  any  that  befets  a  humane  Body, 
may  be  fometimes  conquered  in  its  In¬ 
fancy,  which  when  got  to  a  Head,  is  not 
to  be  managed  by  the  greateft  Efforts  of 
humane  Skill 


AMONGST  the  Simples  of  the  three 
Kingdoms,  to  begin  with  the  Vegetable, 
Virginian  Snake  Root ,  when  freffi  and  fragrant, 
is  the  moft  efficacious  -7  inlomuch  indeed 
that  I  have  often  admired,  that  fuch  great 
Vertue  fhould  refide  in  fuch  minute  Fibres 

9 

‘having  a  Taft  very  pungent,  and  a  quick 
aromatick  Scent,  and  d Hoovering  fomewhat 
wonderful  and  almoft  fupernatural  }  fo  that 
it  defervedly  is  accounted  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  and  generous  Diaphwetick  and  AlexU 
fharmick  for  expelling  the  peftilential  Poi- 
fon.  Its  Dofe,  finely  powdered,  is  from 
gr.  iv.  or  vi.  to  9  ij.  in  any  proper  Vehicle, 

f 
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due  Regard  being  had  to  the  Strength  an<| 
Age  of  the  Patient. 

THE  next  Place  is  juftly  given  to  the 

;  r  '  V  '•  *■  v  ’  1  "  ' 

Contrayerva^Rooty  from  which  alfo  a  com- 
pound  Medicine,  which  I  fhali  hereaitei 
defcribe,  is  admirably  contrived :  The 
Dofe  of  this  in  fine  Powder  is  from  9  i.  to 
Si.  in  Angelica*  or  Scordium  Water,  or  in 
Wine,  &c. 

THERE  are  other  Roots  likewife 
which  daily  Experience  hath  taught  us 
to  be  very  good  for  the  fame  Purpofes , 
and  with  which,  as  Occafion  requires,  ma¬ 
ny  valuable  Compounds  are  formed,  in  or¬ 
der  to  etfed  that  with  a  united  Force 
which  they  could  not  do  fiqgly j  in  this 
Clafs  are  the  Roots  of  Angel  tea,  Sqorz.oneray 
Butterbur ,  Mafiervoorty  Torment  il ,  Zedoary^ 
Garlicky  EhcampanCy  Valerian  y  .Birthivoyty 
Gentiany  Bittayyy  and  many  others,  which 
any  Perfon  that  loves  Variety  may  find 

..  ■  h  \  t  '  *  * 

in  proper  Authors. 

j  ,y  -r  1  *  ^  *-*■ 

BUT  even  Gratitude  obliges  me  not 
to  omit  faying  fomewhat  of  Gingery  which 
I  have  prefcribed  both  in  the  Root  pow¬ 
dered,  and  candied,  many  Times  with  great 
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Spccefs,  for  it  is  very  powerful  both  to 
raife  a  breathing  Sweat,  and  defend  th$ 
Spirits  againft  the  Feftilential  ImpreHion. 

FROM  thefe  Roots  may  be  made  Ex¬ 
tracts,  either  with  Spirit  of  Wine  or  .'Vi¬ 
negar  j  for  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that  the 
more  fubtil  Particles  collefted  together, 
and  divefied  of  their  groffer  and  unprofit¬ 
able  Parts,  become  more  efficacious  in  Me¬ 
dicinal ‘-Gafes. 

t  f  •  '  *  .  r-  * 

.  ■ 

THE  Leaves  of  Vegetables  moft  ufed 
in  Practice,  are  Scordlum ,  Rue,  Sage,  V eronlca , 
'Dragon,  the  leffer  Centaury ,  Scabious,  Pimpi~ 
net,  Marygolds  and  Baum,  and  from  which, 
on  Occafion,  are  feveral  Formula  contrived. 

GOOD  Vehicles  to  walk  down  and 
facilitate  the  taking  more  efficacious  Me¬ 
dicines,  are  made  of  the  Waters  diftiUed 
from  thole  Herbs  while  they  are  fi eili. 
and  fragrant  (having  not  yet  lofi.  their 
volatile  Salt-)  for  thofe  which  are  com¬ 
monly  kept  for  Ornament  in  the  Shops 
are  infipid,  and  or  little  or  no  Worth* 

$  7  ' 

i.  •  V  ;  i 

A  Clyffus  alfo  of  the  fame  -Herbs  is 
preferrable  to  the  Waters,  made  aiter 
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this  Manner,  let  a  Quantity  of  Water 
be  drawn  from  the  green  and  fucculent 
Plant,  and  the  Juice  be  exprefled  from  ano¬ 
ther  Parcel  of  the  fame  Herb,  and  depu¬ 
rated  by  ftaiiding  *,  let  then  both  be  evapo¬ 
rated  to  the  Confiftence  of  Honey ,  and 
from  it  a  Tinflure  drawn  with  fome 
more  diftilled  Water  and  a  little  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine,  which  is  again  by  Eva¬ 
poration  to  be  reduced  into  an  Extra£t : 

<  * '  _j .  '  — 

alto  from,  the  dryed  Plant  draw  its  effential 
Oil,  and  from  the  Refidium  after  Dittillation 
the  Salt.  Of  the  Extract  take  5  iv.  of  the  Salt 
i?  /,  and  of  the  Oil  50  drops,  and  mix  them 
together,  where  let  them  lie  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  more  intimately  with  one  another. 
The  inlpiffated  juices  likewife  of  thefe 
Ingredients  are  of  good  Effeft,  and  in  the 
Winter,  Decodions  may  '  coveniently  be 
made  of  them  for  the  fame  medical  Put- 
pofes  *,  and  further,  that  the  Remedies  in  this 
Cafe  may  be  yet  the  more  efficacious,  they 
may  be  joined  with  Jllkaline-Salts  diffolved 
in  a  proper  Menfiruum :  For  by  this  Means 
The  Tone*  of  the' Stomach  will  be  length¬ 
ened,  Putrefa&ion  will  be  prevented,  the 
nltro-faline  Effluvia  will  be  refitted,  or  at 
leafi  precipitated,  ’  and  a  Diafhorefis  pro¬ 
moted.  . .  - 

^  ‘  '  *  SOME 
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SOME  Berries  are  alfo  of  great  Ufe 
in  Praftice^  as  the  Powder  of  Ivy-Berries 
given  to  the  Quantity  of  one  Dram  in  two 
Parts  of  Elder  Vinegar ,  and  one  Part  of 
White-Wine  the  Spirit  likewile  drawn  from 

Elder- Berries  would  do  the  fame  in  a  Dole 

:  '  > 

of  §  iij.  or  giv.  the  Spirit  of  Juniper  Berries 
given  to  g  i.  a  Spirit  drawn  from  green 
Walnuts ,  with  Treacle-Water,  as  alio  from 
the  Seeds  of  Carduus ,  Citrons ,  See .  had 
likewife  their  due  Recommendations  in 
powerfully  promoting  Sweat. 

BUT  I  know  nothing  amongft  the  - 
Simfles  that  hath  fo  obtained,  for  Ages  to¬ 
gether,  as  the  Oriental  Beseoar,  and  which 
Rill  hath  fo  great  a  Name:,  yet  without 
having  any  Inclination  to  contradi£l:  a  re¬ 
ceived  Opinion,  I  have  been  fo  confirmed 
by  a  Multitude  of  Trials,  that  the  Truth 
will  fpeak  for  it  felf,  which  manifefliy 
denies  its  Virtues  to  be  at  all  equivalent 
to  its  Value :  And  I  have  really  given 
it  in  Powder  many  times  to  40  or  50 

7  * 

Grains,  without  any  manner  of  Eifefl : 
and  I  dare  affirm  that  the  Bez,car  with  which 
I  made  thefe  Trials  was  genuine. 


THE 
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T  H  E  Powder  alfb  of  an  VnicornS  Horn^ 
fo  much  cried  up  for  an  Antidote,  never 
anfwered  any  good  Expectations,  although 
I  had  feveral  Dozes  of  it  given  me  by  a 
Merchant,  on  purpofe  to  try  its  Virtues : 
But  that  which  would  cure  Pidgeons, 
Fowls,  Cats  and  Dogs,  from  Arfenical  Poi- 
Ions,  as  the  worthy  Gentleman  allured  me 
that  did,  had  yet  no  Efficacy  againft  the 
peftilential  Virulence  :  Yet  if  it  was  not 
controverted  to  this  very  Day,  whether  or 
no  there  is  fuch  an  Animal  in  Being  as  an 
'Unicorn  \  and  it  fhould  moreover  be  grant¬ 
ed  that  the  Horn  hath  thefe  ftupendious 
Virtues  °  the  Price  of  it  would  make  it  pur- 
chafeable  only  by  the  Rich  •,  whereas  in  this 

■  ■  ■*  v 

dreadful  Calamity  the  Populace  were  chiefly 
infefted ,  and  therefore  cheap  and  common 
Medicines  fhould  be  contrived  for  them 

i  c  .  -  v  £  , 

by  the  Phyficians  ^  in  the  Number  of  which, 
fir  if  occur  the  Troches  of  Fibers ,  given  to  the 
Quantity  of  3  iv.  in  compound  Scordium 
Water j  or  the  volatile  Salt  of  Fifers  given  to 
Z  fs.  in  the  fame  Vehicle.  A  very  worthy 
Perfon  fent  us  from  New- Engl  and  fome  Tro¬ 
ches  made  of  the  Flefli  of  a  Rattle-Snake ^ 
from  which  f  found  more  Succefs  amongff 
the  Sick,  than  thole  we  commonly  have 
here.  T  H  E 
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T  H  E  Powder  of  Toads  was  like  wife 
prodigioufly  extolled  by  every  Body  •  but 
I  found  more  Succefs  in  Spirits  of  Hartfhorn 9 
given  from  9  ij.  to  3  i.  in  Plague-water . 

\  i  i  >  . 

A  Youth  was  feized  with  a  great  Diffi¬ 
culty  of  Breathing,  the  Arteries  hardly 
beat,  and,  in  ahort,  all  Things  feeirfd  to 
befpeak  him  in  his  laid  Moments  ^  I  pre¬ 
ferred  him  3  i.  of  the  forementioned  Spl- 
fits  in  §  iij.  of  compound  Scordium  Water  \ 
but  the  Symptoms  continuing  obftinate,  1 
again  repeated  the  fame  in  three  Hours 
Time  with  Addition  of  9  i.  more  ^  and  five 
Blifters  were  alfo  forthwith  applied,  after 
which  in  about  half  an  Hour,  he  began  to 
move  his  Limbs,  and  recoiled  himlelf,  as 
if  rifen  from  the  Dead :  but  at  laid  when 
all  Things  were  hopeful,  there  appeared 
a  Difcolouration  upon  one  of  his  Legs, 
where  a  B lifter  had  been  raifed,  with  a 
Lofs  of  Senfe  very  near  to  a  Sphacelation ; 
upon  this  the  affeded  Part  was  deeply  fca ri¬ 
fted  and  then  fomented,  which,  with  a 
Repetition  of  the  fame  Draught  twice  in 
a  Day,  by  the  Bleffing  of  Heaven,  again 
reftored  every  Thing  into  a  hopeful  W ay. 
pox  this  Spirit  is  of  fuch  a  fiery  Nature, 

that 
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that  it  immediately  difperies  through  the 
whole  Body  ;  and  on  Account  of  its  great 
Volatility,  helps  to  encounter  with,  and 
correft  the  faline,  malignant  Quality  of  the 
Peftilence  :  But  I  need  fay  no  more  than 

M  •  *'  ■ 

that  it  is  the  mo#  powerful  Diaphoretic]: 
that  can  be  given  in  any  Difeafe  what- 

i  V. 

foever. 

WHENSOEVER  Things  are  brought 
to  Extremity,  fome  have  Recourfe  to 
Mineral  Preparations,  in  Order  to  drive 
out  the  Pe#ilence  by  mere  Force  •  among# 
which  the  chief  are  Mineral  Benoar,  Sulphur 
Auratumy  and  Aurum  Vit<zy  &c.  the  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  chy- 
mical  Writers. 

x  C  J  > 

1  am  fearful  indeed  of  being  too  prolix 
in  the  Enumeration  of  Remedies  under 
this  Clafs}  although  I  am  very  fenfible 
that  fome  Simples  prudently  chcfen  may 
fingly  encounter  a  Peftilence  with  Succefs, 
as  well  as  fome  other  Difeafes:  But  be- 
caule  this  Evil  is  ufiially  attended  with  fo 
many  Complications,  the  Contrivances  to 
oppofe  it  ihould  alfo,  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome,  be  equally  and  proportionably  com¬ 
plicated  *,  and  all  Forces  drawn  up  in  Battle 

again# 
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againft  it  with  full  Front,  in  Order  to  be 
equal  to  the  Encounter.  To  this  Purpofe 
fbme  of  the  Sons  of  Hfculapiw  have  invented 
manifold  Compofitions ;  and  feme  of  them 
fo  prolix,  as  if  they  intended  a  Sacrifice 
of  an  Hecatomb  to  appeale  the  Severity  of 
this  tyrannical  Deftroyer. 

I T  would  be  entirely  foreign  to  our 
Buunefs  here,  to  ex-  raft  all  the  IVledicines 
which  fome  Writers  abound  with  for  this 
End  j  and  it  is  our  Bufinefs  here  only  to 
take  Notice  of  thole  which  were  made 
Ufe  of  with  Succefk  in  the  late  Sicknefs  i 
and  in  this  Performance  both  Gratitude  and 
Duty  oblige  me  to  begin  with  fuch  as 
were  ordered  by  the  College ,  amongft  which 
firh  occurs  their  VI ague -water. 

Badicy  torment  ilia,  angelica,  poeonia ,  zedoa- 
rid,  glycirrhizidy  helenil  ana  §  ft.  fol.  Salvia , 
Chelidonia f  rut  a,  fummitat :  rorifmarini ,  abjynthiiy 
roris  foils,  artemifia ,  p  imp  in  e  Ha,  dracunculi ,  fca~ 
bio fie ,  agrimonidy  meliffe,  car  duly  betonlaz  cen~ 
taurii  min .  fol .  &  for .  calendula  ana  M  i.  ( alii 
addunt  for.  pap  aver  is  err  at:  paralyf.  ana  p,  iij.) 
incifa ,  &  contufa  infundantur  per  triduum  in 
lib .  viij.  vin.  alb.  opt .  dein  F.  cant  a  diftiUatio  eft* 
liquor  ufui  refervetur :  But  here  it  is  by 

the 
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the  Way  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  in  the 
Cure  of  a  Peftilence  the  medicinal  Forms 
are  not  to  be  pompoufly  contrived  with  a 
long  Catalogue  of  Ingredients,  but  carefully 
adapted  in  every  Refpeft  to  the  Circum- 
ffances  and  Exigencies  of  the  Infefted.  It 
is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Water  is 

,  *  j 

by  no  Means  indifferently  to  be  given  td 
all  ^  or  to  every  one  in  the  fame  Manner  ; 
as  for  Inffance,  not  at  all  to  W omen  under 
their  menftrual  Purgations,  leaf!:  it  flrould 
provoke  them  to  flow  too  immoderately  ; 
nor  is  it  to  be  allowed  to  Women  with 
Child,  for  Fear  of  Mifcarriage. 

MOREOVER  the  College  hath  appro¬ 
priated  other  Medicines  for  the  fame  Ends, 
from  which  we  may  extraft  the  following  i 


Diafcordii ,  vel  Afithridatii  Z  j*  vel  3  f. 
fiat  dijfolutio  in  lib.  f.  $  offer  ala  alter  at  a  cum 
farlibus  aq.  vini  albi ,  &  aceti  opt.  Mifce  detur 
hac  polio  fervefdUa ,  agro  flragulis  bene  cooperto . 
Or, 

$ 

«  V 

j.  171* 

fufiSy  &  decocips  in  aq.  font.  q.  f  ad  tertia  p> 
confumptionemy  adde  Jucci  limonum  §  iij.  vel 
aceti  5  j  /.  bibat  correptm  g  vij,  vel  viij.  hujni 
npozsmatts  calefatH  ;  Or,  5^  Sefni 


■[  i  t  v  > 

F It  Radic.  Angelica  §  ij.  tOYmentilla 
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Sem.  patafitidis  9  j.  fern*  citri  gr.  xxvj, 
suchianelU  9  fi.  cap  hum  gr.  xij.  mifcey  fiat  pulvisj 
ex  hauftu  aq.  car  did y  calendula^  vel  fcordii  fu~ 
mendm.  Or, 

Exprefjionem  flercoris  vaccini  recentis  in 
ace  to  acerrimo  infufi  ad  cochl.  vij.  vel  viijt  Or., 

gt  Theriaca  Androm .  9  ij.  Ele&.  de  ovo  vulg* 
g  fi'  dijfolutiohe  in  haufiu  pojfetala  cardu- 

atecy  fiat  potioy  bibatur  calefidEla  expeilando  fiu~ 
dor  is  exundationem . 

W  E  ih.all  hereafter  come  to  take  Notice 
of  thofe  Medicines  which  by  the  College  were 
contrived  tor  the  Poor,  now  therefore  take 
thofe  which  by  daily  Experience  were  found 
of  moft  Efficacy,  and  defer  ve  to  ftand  firii 
c'n  that  Accounts 


A  Compound  Anti-peftilentiA  Decoction. 


ty  Radio.  Sc  or  sooner  petafitidis  a?:  a  g  v.  an~ 
tfdicaj  torment  ill  a  C.  C.  C.  ana  x  ).  fiol.  Scordiij 
ulmariay  mcLjfia  ana  Ad  j  .  fior •  calendula ,  bor~ 
rag.  ana  Adi’s,  bacc.  jutfiperi,  hedera  ana  §  J. 


fern,  citri  3d-  coriandri  pmf  6.  h  is. 
intro  iijo  inclfiay  &  prap*  in  ambus  f 


car  teas  nu~ 

.  rift*  fonts. 
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O-  tertia  f.  aceti  oft.  infundantur ,  &  dccoquan -* 
f&r,  /«*  finem  addendo  glycyr .  taleolaiim  fteSla 
?  j*  i/z  exprefftonis  lib.  iij.  dijjllve  theriaca  An~ 
drom.  3  iij.  w’fri  purijfimi  3  iij*  adms.  in - 
terdum  Spir.  Vitriol i,  vcl  Sulph .  gut t as  aliquot  ad 
leviujculam  acid.it  atem*  Sometimes  alfo  we 
add  hereunto  Syrup  of  the  Juice  of  Citrons , 
or  ^  but  when  Matters  are  in  the  ut- 
moft  Hazard,  the  Patient’s  Life  is  more 
to  be  confulted  than  his  Palate  y  and  all 
Sugars  we  often  omit,  as  they  are  both  a 
Load  upon  the  Median’s  Operation,  and 
in  no  wife  lit  for  a  Stomach  affeHed  with 
a  Contagion.  The  Dole  of  this  Decoftion 
is  from  8  to  io  Spoonfuls  every  4  Hours. 

An  Ale  literal  Water* 

Fadic .  Contrayerva  ^  j.  ftcorzonera  hi  ftp  an. 
angelica  ana  §  j.  ft.  fol.  Scordii  galega  ana  AA  iij. 
ft.  rof.  rubr.  calendula  ana  p.  iij.  raf.  C.  C.  eboris 
ana  J  j.  bacc.  juniper iy  hedera  ana  ^  ij.  in  accto 
Jambucino  per  triduum  macerat :  diblamni  creticiy 
cortic *  limonum  ana  3  j.  ftucc.  melijfey  carduiy 
angelica  ana  lib.  ft.  aceti  oft.  lib.  ij.  dijtilla  in 
organis  humilioribw  foft.  deb.  inftuftionem .  Or, 

Vg  Succ.  Scordii ,  ace  tofts  ana  lib. ).  galega  lib . 
fs.  ftucc .  limonum ,  oft .  ^77^  //L  j.  tier  lac. 

An  dr  cm. 
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Androm.  §  iij,  digere  &  dlfiilU  Dof  ad  cochl. 
Vj.  vel  viij« 


^  Aqua  AlexiterU  lib .  ij.  theriac.  Andfom 
§  iij.  El  eft.  de  ovo  §  j.  digere y  filtra, ,  &  ufai 
fervay  Dof  ad  cochl.  vj.  vel  viij.  phialam  a* 
fitando. 

43  4,  ' 

Or* 

Summit  abfyntliijj  ruta  ana  M  j.  Stordiiy 
dracunculi  ana  M  iij.  aceti  fambuc .  lib.  iiL 
diftilla  in  vefcdy  turn  in  liquor  e  d iff  he  falis 
fraxiniy  carduiiy  vel  Scordii  Vitriol  at.  3  iij.  Dof 
ad  cochl.  iv.  vel  v.  efficaciUr  elicit  fud'orem 
hac  Aqua. 


A  TreMle  Water* 

Radic .  Afari  Virgin.  §  is.  cohtrayerva  J  j. 
tormentilUy  [cordon,  petafitidis  ana  §  j.  p,  fem. 
carduiy  calenduUy  angelica y  citri  ana  3  iij.  qui~ 
bus  prop,  ajfunde  fir.  viniy  aceti  opt.  ana  lib.  is0 

dijfolve  theriac .  Ven.  lib.  is.  adde  croci  Ang. 

•  *  _ 

3  ij.  mifce  indantur  organis  vitreisy  (dr  pofi  oftidu - 
anam  fuper  cineres  digefiionemy  diflilUy  in  roftro 
Alembici  fufpendendo  caphura  3  iij.  Dof  ad 
cochl.  Vi  vel  vj . 
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A  Diaphoretic}:  Oil . 

Sails  Abjynthliy  vel  Scordii,  five  Rut  a  §  ij- 
for*  Sulphur  is  ter y  quaterve  fublimat.  §  j.  0/. 
niperi  lib,  j.  invichn  mife*  y  per  biduum  calore 
mediocri  bene  ocelufa  relinquey  dein  per  Retort  ant 
diftilldy  etiam  altera  vice  dijhJlay,  digerendo  per 
biduum,  addendo  Jaiis  abfynthij  l  j.  Dof.  ad 
cochl.  unum,  vel  duo ,  ex  ttq.  angelica,  vel  fcordil, 
faccharatd y  ad  olcv  w  a *  e,  Commixtionem * 

*  e  -J  ;  •  \  * 

An  Alexipharmick  Vinegar. 

■  '  \  \  ,  i  .i  •  e  }  ■  -  ‘  •  • 

Radie*  Sccrzon.  fiijpan.  Chelidonia  mat.  ana 

2  jj.  sontrayerva  §  i.  angelica y  torment  ilia  ana 

z  l  p,  fol  fcordiiy  melffie,  fcabiofa  ana  M  ij» 
fumnnt.  Rut  a  p *  ij»  diblamm  cret *  JVL  i.s  •  Jlor*  fam ** 
buci$  calendula  ana  p*  iij.  gr*  Jump*  ^  ij.  C.  CV 
e&om  §  j.  car  duly  citri  ana  3  ij- 

port ul ac a  5  v,  cvnam*  opt*  ^  is.  caryophyll*  3  11  ja 
Theriac*  Androm.  lib.  fs.  quibus  f*  a.  prap*  af* 
funde  Aceti  ex  vin*  albo  acerrimi  lib.  v.  vitro  opt *- 
obturato  digere  per  triduumy  bisy  terve  de  die  con - 
quaffandoy  turn  caute  dijlilla ,  [ufpenfts  camphor  a  y  & 
croci  ana  3  ij-  in  rofiro  Al-emb .  Dof*  ad  cochl* 
V.  vel  vj. 

BUT 
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BUT  Sufficiently  of  thefe ;  from  whence 
it  is  ealie  for  any  one  to  gather,  why  liquid 
Medicines,  and  especially  when  warmed, 
are  preferable  to  others  in  the  Form  of 
Soles  or  Electuaries  that  is,  becaule  of  their 

more  expeditious  and  more  elfeftual  Ope- 
rations. 

BUT  becaule  many  of  the  Infefted  have 
k  Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  an  Inclination 
to  vomit,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  an  Over¬ 
load  of  Eating  and  Drinking  occafions.  Me¬ 
dicines  in  folid  Forms  fuit  beft  with  fuch, 
as  they  are  not  fo  eafily  thrown  up,  and 
adhere  better  to  the  Sides  of  the  Stomach  “ 
Of  this  Kind  we  have  the  following  Com- 
pofition,  which  at  taking  may  be  made 
into  Boles  of  3  ij.  each  adding  thereunto 
Salt  of  Car  dims ,  or  Wormwood  9  j.  or  more  or 
lefs  according  to  the  Exigency  of  Sym- 
ptomsi. 

Elett.  de  ovo  mineralis  %  j.  theriac.  Androm . 
5  /•  pd.u  :  ferfentaria  virgin,  3  V.  cuchianclU  3  iij. 
croci  fulveriz,.  3  /.  cum  Syr .  e  fucco  meliff'ofhylL 
vtl  citrij  ccagmentetur  maffa . 


t  So  Concerning  the  Cure 


The  famous  Sir  Theodore  Mayerne7* 
Ele&aarium  de  Ovo. 

v>  Ovum  vulgar  her  ut  in  Pharmacopeia  Lon- 
dinenfi.  frap*  de  quo  ftumey  &  ftem.  ftnapios, 
vel  erne  a  ma  §  ].  Antidot  i  Saxonica  %  ft*  la- 
pidis  prunella  3  V*  Antimonn  dtaphorct.  ftxiftimi, 
&  croci  metallorum  frnul  ufl  or  urn  3  iij.  pulv. 
fcordii,  ruta,  z,edoaria  ana  3  ij*  ft*  Tloertasa  ven. 
veteris  ^  iv.  Thilonii  Turneri  9vij.  gr.  ij.  miftce 
c£r  cum  fpic*  Pheriac*  0  nj.  Ci  mollis  de  Jpu- 
mati  q,  ft  Plat  Eleft.  molle ,  Doft  ad  9  iv.  vcl 
3  ij.  cerroborand.  adjlciendo  cor  da,  &  jecinor a 
vj«  viper  arum  v*  a*  e *  prap*  But  it  is  to  be 
obferved  in  this  likewife,  as  in  other  An¬ 
tidotes,  that  a  long  Fermentation  of  the 
Ingredients  together  in  a  Mats  is  very  ne- 
ceffary,  becaufe  by  that  Means  they  more 
intimately  mix  with  one'  another. 

BUT  if  the  Body  be  too  open,  the 
ftapis  Contrayerva  is  very  fuitable,  and  tig 
thus  made  : 

91  Pulv .  radk .  contrayerva  res .  3  j.  fterpen- 
taria  virgin .  3  ij.  ft*  extratt.  radic .  Angelica, 
formentilk  ana  3  ij*  pulv*  C*  C*  philoftophice  calcin . 

rh#  Lzf 
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Marum  Cancrorum  prop.  pulv  Cor  all.  rubr.  ma 
5J./.  Antimonii  Diaphoret.  -cel  potim  Dlaphor . 
Jovis  5  iij.  cuehianelh  3  /.  croci  9  j.  (aliqui 
addimt  lapid.  bez,oay.  onen.  9  umbra  gtyfi 
9  /*  cum  gelatin  a  Jpoliorum  firpentum ,  vel  C.  C. 
fingantur  globuli  f.  a.  exiccandi ,  I) of.  ad  9  ij. 
ve l  3  j.  e  vehiculo  ld.oneo ,  See. 

FOR  the  fame  Purpofe  alfo  is  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Orvietan  thus  compounded,  and  given 

5  ij.  at  a  Dofe. 

Cay  dm  bened.  tot  ins  eupatoru  mat.  &  win. 
ana  ^  f.  fiordii ,  ariftotodhfi  utrivfque  ana  3  V. 

' vipeyina ,  h.  e.  echii ,  gentianay  bacc .  Jump.  bi~ 
Jlorta  ana  ^  j.  bacc.  lauyi>  tormentilUy  ditlamni 
albi  ana  g /.  carlina. ,  angelica  ana  J  j./.  rhabayb. 
imp  cr at  or  la ^  fiorz.cn.  hi  fan.  valeriam  ana  %  fi. 
morfm  diaboU^  calami  aromat.  ana  ^  iv.  Theriac. 
Androm.  opt.  §  iij.  cor  da y  &  jecinora  12  vipe- 
rarum ,  tcrantur  terenda  fubtilijfme ,  Cr  caw  f 
(j.  mcllis  dejpumati  fiat  ElcPl.  per  tres  menfis  fey* 
mentand . 

i  T  is  to  be  oblerved,  that  thefe  and 
the  like  Medicines,  whether  Galenical  or 
Spagyricaly  which  cannot  be  prepared  as  fopn 
as  Afar  agm  can  be  boiled,  ought  to  be  al¬ 
ways  in  Readinefs. 


1  *"v 
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■ft  • 

THE  general  Remedies  being  thus  pro¬ 
vided,  the  exaft  Way  of  Living  and  Diet 
comes  to  be  confidered:  And  firft  of  all 
wbenfoever  the  Patient  is  taken,  he  muft 
immediately  be  put  to  Bed  \  wherein  we 
have  found  it  much  more  ferviceable  to  be 
covered  with  Blankets,  than  Linen  Sheets, 
becaufe  the  Woollen  much  better  encou¬ 
rages  Sweating,  and  alfo  abfbrps  it,  and 
keeps  the  Body  cleaner  all  the  while  j  for 
Linen  being  not  fuited  to  drink  up  the 
Sweat,  the  Pores  of  the  Body,  at  fuch  Times 
as  open  as  poffible,  will  be  choaked  up  and 
obftrufted  by  the  Moifture  hanging  upon 
the  Skin,  and  giving  alfo  a  Chillinefs  to 
the  Flelh:  To  all  therefore  who  fweat 
thus.  Change  of  Cloaths  is  to  be  denied, 
for  the  Patient  takes  Harm  by  clean 
Coverings,  not  fo  much  from  any  pre- 
judicial  Quality  of  the  Soap  abounding  in 
them,  (according  to  the  Opinion  of  Dieme- 
tfroitcK)  as  from  a  Dampnefs  which  is  in- 
feparable  from  them,  and  the  Approach  of 
Air  which  is  unavoidaoie  in  the  Shifting  % 
both  which  will  check  the  Sweating. 

UNLESS  the  Patient  hath  Occafion 
for  a  Vomit,  or  Purge,  or  a  Oyfter,  imme- 
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diately  upon  his  going  to  Bed,  Alex  If 
wicks  ought  to  be  given,  and  if  thrown 
up  by  Vomiting,  repeated  until  the  Stomach 
is  ftrengthned,  and  can  retain  them  -  and  I 
have  always  obferved,  that  fuch  Naufeouf- 
uefs  goes  off  as  foon  as  Sweat  breaks  out 

SOME  indeed  of  a  very  dry  Tempera¬ 
ment,  or  from  a  Conlumption  of  their  Hu¬ 
midities  by  the  febrile  Heat,  do  not  eaiily 
get  into  a  Sweat ;  fuch  therefore  I  order¬ 
ed  liberally  to  drink  of  a  medicated  Poire t- 
Drink*,  in  order  by  this  Means  both  to 
render  the  vifcid  Humours  more  fluid,  and 

contemper  and  alfwage  the  feveriih  Heat 

\ 

THE  Milk  with  which  this  PolTet- 
Drink  was  made,  was  turned  with  two 
Parts  of  Ale,  and  one  Part  of  Vinegar,  in 
which  had  keen  boiled  the  Hoots  of  mot- 
s.onera  and  Butter-bur  \  the  Leaves  of  Baum, p 
■  Scab  ms,  and  Wood-fonel ;  the  Flowers  of  Bo¬ 

rage  and  Marygolds  \  the  Rafpings  of  Ivory 
and  Hartjborn ,  and  Car  dims  and  Coriander 

Seeds. 

t-i.  t  -  •  ■■  -  • 

THESE  Sweats  we  ufed  to  keep  up 
for  two  or  three  Hours  at  a  Time,  as  the 
Strength  would  bear  them*,  and  until  the 
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morb’fick  Venom  was  rarified  and  fubtilized, 
fo  as  to  be  exhaled  quite  away  along 
with  the  vifcid  Humours  :  Sleep  alfo  was 
induftrioufly  kept  off,  although  fometimes, 
through  meer  Wearinefs,  thq  Patient  woul4 
drop  into  a  Doze. 

A  S  much  Care,  befides  that  of  Sweating 
them,  was  taken  to  fuppqrt  the  Strength 
and  Spirits  of  the  Infetted,  by  fuch  Ali¬ 
ments  as  the  Stomach  was  able  to  receive  y 
for  which  End  I  ordered  them  Bread  foak- 
ed  in  Wine,  poached  Eggs  with  Juice  of 
Citrons ,  Pomegranates ,  or  Elder -Vinegar  ,  as 
alfo  cordial  Waters,  Broths,  Gellies,  an4 
fometimes  alfo  generous  Wines. 

THE  Broths  then  ufed  were  made  by 
Boiling  in  Chicken-Broth  the  Roots  of  Scor - 
zonera  *,  the  Leaves  of  Pimpinely  ACeadowfweet , 
Wcod-Sorrel ,  Borage ,  Rafpmgs  ot  HartJJjorny 
and  Daffy  Is,  with  a  Piece  of  White  Bread, 
and  a  little  Saffron  tied  in  a  Nodule  y  and 
the  Eat  was  not  taken  off  unlefs  in  a 
Loofnefs  or  Loathing  at  Stomach  :  Qf  the 
Ufefulnefs  of  Gold  boiled  in  thefe  Things 
I  have  nothing  to  fay:  Of  this  Broth -was 
alfo  fometimes  Emulfions  made  with  the 
Seeds  of  Citrons ,  Plant  ain^  blanched  Almonds^ 
and  Pearl-Sugar*  MayerneV 

r  *  k  n,  ^  io 
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MayerneV  celebrated  Cordial-water. 

Radic.  ear  Una  g  vj.  zed  oar  id,  fcorzcncroty 

t 

imferatorUy  gentiana,  vince  t  ox.  valeriaMy  tor - 
mentilUj  bifiorta0  petafitid.  diElar^iniy  bardana,pim- 
p  in  ell  a  tot  ins  and  §  iv.  fol .  ear  did 0  oxytriphyll. 
fcordiij  ana  Ad  V,  ulmaria ,  fcabiofa}  morfias  dia¬ 
bolic  melijpey  pentaphyll.  went  ha ,  ruta3  buglcffay 
fior.  calendula ,  hyperici  ana  Ad  iv.  Umonesy  <dr 
Aurant.  cum  corticibus  ana  numero  xx.  flor.  fa! - 
vuzy  x orifm .  ana  Ad  ij.  cord,a  vervecina  numero 
vj.  corda  viper.  ?iumer§  xx.  vim  gencrofi  Hifpan, 
lib.  XX.  infiufione  deb.  perabld,  fiat  Diftillatio 
cavta  in  B.  Ad.  hujiu  Aq.  Dof.  ad  cochl.  iv.  vel 
V.  duffer,  (fi  it  a  vifium)  cum  jaefiari  perl.  q.  Jl 

BUT  the  Patients  were  kept  from  Ali¬ 
ments  of  this  Kind  until  fome  Relief  was 
found*  by  Alexipharmieks  \  and  then  only  fo 
much  was  allowed  of  as  their  Strength  would 
admit  of,  for  that  was  to  be  helped,  and 
not  loaded  y  but  as  they  grew  better,  more 
was  allowed :  Yet  an  Hour  or  two  after 
fuch  Refrefhment,  notwithftanding  the  Di- 
ftemper  learned  to  be  extinguiihed,  Alexi - 
pharmicks  were  repeated,  until  all  Sufpicion 
of  its  Remainder  was  removed  i  becaufe 

*  t  \  V  i  '  '  •  , 

fome- 
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fometimes  it  would  on  a  fudden  recruit 
after  it  had  feemed  to  be  quite  gone. 

T  H  E  InfeQ-ed  were  kept  clofe  in  their 
Beds  the  whole  Time  of  the  Difeafe  ; 
and  thole  who  would  not  be  thus  governed, 
bitterly  repented  of  their  Obftinacy }  for 
upon  Checking  a  Diafhorejis ,  and  Confining 
the  peftilentiai  Venom,  moft  grievous  Pains 
and  Dilorders  enfued  :  And  they  who  were 
delirious,  were  tied  in  their  Beds,  to  prevent 
their  doing  eirther  Injury  to  themfeives,  or 
thole  who  attended  upon  them. 

'*  •  /  \  i  C  -  ^ 

4 

I F  a  'Drowiinefs  came  on  at  the  firft 
Attack  of  the  Diflemper^  or  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  to  Sweat,  the  Patient  was  forcibly 
kept  awake  •  although,  when  fome  Appear¬ 
ance  came  of  Recovery,  a  little  Sleep  was 
indulged  to  recruit  the  Spirits,  but  not 
beyond  four  Hours  together  ^  for  if  they 
flept  longer,  they  were  waked  to  take  their 
Medicines. 

J  F  the  Belly  was  coftlve,  and  the  Dl- 
ffemper  on  its  Declenlion,  ClyRers  were  ufed 
with  Benefit  ^  made  of  a  Decoflion  with  the 
Roots  of  ScorzLo?iCrta0  [ Torment'd ,  and  Afarjh-Afal- 
tows  5  the  Leaves  of  Sccrdium ,  Moadow-fweet^ 

and 
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and  Violets  3  Flowers  of  Chamomil  and  £/^r  j 
fweet  Femzil-Seeds ,  and  Annifeeds  \  and  in  it  was 
diifolved  the  Yolk  of  an  Egg,  brown  Sugar * 
and  3  iij.  of  Diafcordium  or  London  Treacle  , 
and  when  more  Hafte  was  required  for 
Evacuation,  §  j.  or  §  j.  fs.  was  added  of  the 

Infufion  of  Crocus  Metaliorum .  After  the 

. 

Clyfier  came  away,  the  Patient  was  allowe4 
a  Draught  of  generous  Wine,  or  of  fome 

1  *  .  ■»  4.‘ 

Cordial  julap,  or  Broth, 

AND  whereas  a  Languor  upon  the  Spi¬ 
rits  very  much  contributed  ( as  before  ob- 
lerved )  both  to  the  Propagation  and  Vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Contagion ,  to  remove  fuch  an 
Inconvenience,  grateful  Scents  were  made 
ufe  of,  fuch  as  are  known  to  comfort  the 

v  i. 

Brain  *  fometimes  Vinegar  of  Rojes  was  fp tin¬ 
kled  upon  live  Coals,  and  at  others,  were 
burnt  liich  tilings  as  Sty  rax,  Labdanum ,  <3tc„ 
of  which  more  hereafter,  and  all  things 
avoided  which  might  give  any  Offence  to 
the  Nofe  by  its  Smell. 

r t  '  • r !  r* 


HITHERTO  we  have  treated  of  Aiv 

•  i  > 

tidotes,  and  the  Regimen  of  our  Patients  , 
next  we  come  to  external  Helps,  among# 
which  B lifters  demand  the  fir#  mention  ^ 
and  whofe  frequent  and  fuccefsful  Appli¬ 
cation 
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nation  removes  all  Controverfie  about  their 
TJftfulnefs. 

E  L  / ST E  R-Plafter$  were  applied  to  fe¬ 
deral  Parts;  as  ,the  Nape  of  the  Neck, 
within-fide  the  Arms,  the  Thighs,  and  Legs; 
and  by  theft  the  VelTe Is  were  warmed,  the 
Juices  rendered  more  fluid,  a  Stimulus  giyen 
t©  the  Sluggiihnefs  of  Nature,  and  PaHage 
made  fufficiently  large,  for  the  Evacuation 
not  only  of  iuperfiuous  Serofities  arid  noxi¬ 
ous  Humours,  but  alfo  for  the  peftilentiai 
Poifon,  which  by  this  Artifice  ftemed  to 
be  turned  out  this  Way  •  not  to  fay  any 
Thing  of  the  Revulfion  made  hereby  of 
V-enoHi  from  the  nobler  Parts. 

FOR  this  Purpoft,  I  once  ordered  a 

)■ 

Miftcr-Plafier  to  be  applied  within- fide  the 
Thigh,  a  little  below  a  Buboe  in  the  Groin, 
but  by  the  Carelefnefs  of  the  Nurfe,  it  was 
kid  upon  the  Buboe  it  felf;  which  happen¬ 
ing  to  prove  fortunate,  after  obtained  in 
r  raflice,  in  Expectation  thereby  to  prevent 
the  morbifick  Humour  from  going  back  again, 
and  to  forward  its  Suppuration  ;  but  altho5 
this  was  of  Advantage  in  fbme  Gafts,  it  was 
57£t  much  liifpefred  by  the  more  cautious  Phy- 
fciaiiS  and  Surgeons,  as  for  tire  moil  Part  it 

brought 
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brought  too  great  an  Inflammation  all  round 
it*  and  promoted  [d.  Strangury,  which,  by 
Excefs  of  Uneafinefs,  greatly  wafted  th^ 
Spirits,  and  funk  the  PatientVStrength. 


T  H  AT  thefe  Applications  may  cer¬ 
tainly  anfwer  their  End,  the  moft  iharp 
ought  to  be  uied : '  The  following  Compo- 
fition  never  failed  me  in  all  my  Practice  ; 
but  before  its  Application,  the  Part  was 
always  rubbed  with  Vinegar. 

Fids  n  avails  g  v.  galbanl  colat.  g  j.  cera 
g  j*  Is*  cjuibus  Jimul  liquatis, ,  cfr  ah  igne  femotis 
adds  pulv.  cantharidum  frap.  3  vij.  vel  g  j.  fir- 
meat  l  veter is ,  fern,  ameos  atm  3  ii j-  eufhorbli  3  }* 
sum  acetl  fiillit.  eg  f.  irtcorporent'ur ,  ajfidus  agitan - 
do,  quoafque  cogantur  in  Emplafiri  majfam . 

THE  Parts  thus  veftcated  were  never 
fuffered  to  heal,  till  the  Malignity  of  the 
Difeafe  was  ipent and  to  prevent  their 
fuddain  drying  up,  they  were  continually 
ftimulated  by  Melilot  Plafters  fprinkled  over 
with  fome  Powder  of  Cant  bar  ides ,  which 
kept  up  a  conftant  Drein  of  noxious  Hu¬ 
mours  but  to  aiTwage  the  great  Heat  and 
Inflammations,  Ibmetimes  occafioned  hereby. 
Cole-wort  Leaves  were  applied  to  them* 

Y  E  T 


1  po  Concerning  the  Cure 

YET  although  Epijpafticks  did  fo  much 
Service  to  the  lufeQedj  and  fufficiently  made 
amends  for  the  Trouble  and  Pain  they  gave  9 
yet  they  were  not  indifferently  fui  able  to 
all  Perfons  As  for  Inftance,  where  there 
was  an  Heat  of  Urin,  or  a  continual  Inc  ID 
nation-  to  pifs,  where  the  SphinEher  of  the 
Bladder  was  inflamed,  or  ulcerated,  in  an 
Hemorrhage,  or  to  Women  with  Child,  or 
having  the  Menfes  *  and  laftly,  where  there 
was  a  great  Languor  upon  the  Spirits  j  it  is 
alfo  diligently  to  be  confidered  when  Epifpa- 
fiich  are  applied  to  Buboes  or  Carbuncles 
near  upon  Suppuration,  that  they  do  not 
fufe  the  Humouts  too  much,  to  admit  them 
going  into  a  1  audible  Pus,  and  give  fuch  a 
Stimulus  to  the  Parts,  as  may  fink  the  Spirits, 
and  fruftrate  other  Endeavours  of  Nature 
to  help  her  felf 

BESIDES  Epifpapich,  it  is  not  loft  La¬ 
bour  to  apply  proper  Things  to  the  Feet  • 
I  commonly  uled  a  Plafter  made  of  the  com* 
pound  Lett  any  Plafter,  adding  to  it  fome  Eu~ 
fhorbium ,  Saffron,  and  London  Treacle  :  And  I 
found  this  to  do  more  Good  than  Cat  apt  af ms , 
which  fome,  however,  liked  better  to  ufe, 
and  were  made  of  Bryony  Root  heeped  in 

V  inegar. 
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Vinegar,  the  Fielh  of  pickled  Herrings ,  black 
Soapy  RnCy  Scordiumy  and  Arumy  with  a  liiffi- 
cient  Quantity  of  Vinegar  :  Sometimes  al fc 
Pidgeons  were  applied  to  the  Feet. 

BUT  thefe,  and  other  Medicines  of  the 
fame  Rank,  were  not  applied  in  any  Expe¬ 
ctation  to  draw  away  by  them  the  pefHlen- 
tial  Miafmata  as  by  Attraction  *?  but  becaufe 
the  Multitude  of  Pores,  and  their  Large- 
nefs  in  the  Soles  of  the  Feet,  gave  fuch 
Things  an  Opportunity  of  fending  in  that 
warmth,  as  would  keep  the  Animal  Hu¬ 
mours  more  fluxile,  and  cherifh  the  natural 
Heat  that  was  almolt  extinCt  *  and  from 
thence  the  whole  Body  would  be  refrefhed- 
by  their  Influence  :  Applications  were  like- 
wile  made  to  the  Writ!  with  the  fame  View. 

AND  thus  having  gone  through  the  cu¬ 
rative  Part  of  a  Peftilence  in  general,  we  now 
come  to  the  Management  of  particular  Sym¬ 
ptoms  y  and  firft  of  all  of  the  Buboes. 

I  T  highly  concerns  all  who  are  concern-* 
ed  for  the  Sick  in  thefe  Gales,  both  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons,  to  attend  with  Dili¬ 
gence  to  the  Nature  of  thefe  Tumours,  and 
have  their  feveral  Differences  ready  in  their 


tp2  Concerning  the  Cure 
Minds,  that  at  their  firft  Sight  they  majr 
know  their  Condition,  and  life  Means  of 
treating  th'ehn  accordingly.  And  fir  ft  of  all 
it  is  to  he  enquired,  whether  they  ar£ 
moveable  or  fixt?  whether  foft  or  hard? 
Whether  deprefled  dr  prominent  ?  whether 
Imall  or  great  ?  whether  contra&ed  or 
broad  ?  whether  with,  or  without  Pain  ?  and 
laftly,  whether  inflamed  or  not  ? 

W  HENSO  EVE  ll  a  Buboe  is  uncer¬ 
tain  and  dodges,  fometimes  appearing  and 
then  again  going  back,  all  Means  is  to  be 
ufed  to  fix  it}  and  this  is  very  fuccefsfully 
done  by  cupping  upon  the  Glands}  which 
Will  fix  a  permanent  Tumour  upon  them. 

T  O  Buboes  juft  in  their  firft  Formation, 
we  have  indeed  applied  Difcutients ,  and  very 
powerful  ones  too,  in  Order  to  diflipate 
them }  and  although  they  have  feveral 
Times  endeavoured  to  fettle,  yet  we  have 
not  defpaired  to  conquer  the  Enemy  this 
Way  :  But  we  always  found  it  for  certain, 
that  they  who  went  through  fuch  Fluxes 
and  Refluxes  of  the  peftilential  Venom, 
never  recovered  in  fuch  a  perfeft  Manner, 
as  they  whole  Buboes  immediately  fixed, 
and  after  Suppuration  threw  out  a  great 
deal  of  Matter.  I  F 


* 
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I F  the  Tumour  is  hard  and  painful 
from  too  great  a  T enfion  upon  the  glan- 
duious  Parts,  not  giving  Room  enough  to 
receive  the  protruding  Humours,  the  Part 
affected  may  be  anointed  with  Oil  of  Lilies , 

RofeSj  Elder ,  &c.  if  no  Inflammation  forbids 

\ 

fuch  a  Method  •  in  which  Circufnffance  all 
Oils  and  Ointments  are  to  be  fufpe&ed,  as 
they  obftruft  the  Pores,  and  are  no  Ways 
fuitable  to  the  Nature  of  the  nitro-faline 
peffilential  Venom.  When  an  Inflammation 
therefore  is  upon  any  Part;  which  is  eafie 
to  be  known  by  its  Heat  and  Colour,  it 
is  better  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Mucelages  of 
Lin  feed  and  Fenugreek,  with  Elder  Vinegar, }  and 
London  Treacle  ;  or  a  Cataflafm  of  Wheat-Flower, 
Fenugreek  and  Linfeed ,  Elder  Flowers ,  white 
Bread  Crumbs ,  the  Talk  of  Eggs ,  and  Powder  of 
Saffron. 

T  PI  E  London  Phyficians  at  this  Time 
fpared  no  Trouble  nor  Application,  to  ma¬ 
nage  the  Buboes  rightly;  feme  of  the  Cata- 
plafms  therefore  by  them  daily  ufed  I  fliall 
here  infert. 

R?  CoePam  ma.jvfcularn ,  mam  v.  a .  c.  excava~ 
tain  imvle  fummit >  tut  a  deb.  exiccat.  &  fulveriz.* 

O  %  i). 
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o  ij«  indantur  etiam  theriac .  Lond.  9  iv.  ferdmefc 
aperculo  fuo  obturetur ,  ccepa  dcinde  charts  bibula 
involute  fub  cincribm  affetury  cui  adde  ficum 
methodo  cddem  affatam,  cum  ol,  lirtiy  llliorum 
alb.  ana  q.  f  firmul  macerentur y  &  confciatur 
cataplafma,  applicandum  calide7  bis  de  die  im~ 
mutandum:  This  is  aifo  good  again#  the 

“»  t 

Bites  of  venomous  Creatures. 


Or? 

V-g  FoL  rutk7  [cor  dii  ccntuf  ana  M  f.  me  dulls 
Carnis  fic-uum  f  ij.  jlor.  meliloti  p.  f.  falls  manni 
pdveriz.,  d  ii,.  fer merit i  vsteris  3  f  .  cum  f  q*  acetiy 
paretur  CatapAafma . 

Or. 

..  M  •'  )  "  ;  O'  > 

W  Bad.  liliorum y  althaay  cum  aceto  macerat : 
dna  lib .  JS.  fern.  lini7  f aw  grad  ana  f.  f.  carats 
§cuum  5  iij.  confcElioms  jinapiy  cum  theriac.  ana ! 
3  f.  axuwia  fuilla  q.  f  F.  cataplafma .  Oig  ac¬ 
cording  to  May  erne  7  from  whom  I  learned 
the  Rudiments  oi  P  raft  ice. 


FI  Svcc.  dpiif  ij.  mcliffk  3  j.  fimpinelU  g  j.  f.- 
capos  major es  Numero  duas7  ad.  intcncrationcmr 
five  futrilaginem  fub  cineribva  caute  off  at  as  y  aide - 
mm  bulb-os  Numero  Vj.  claves  j  Man  drum  maj. 

vetuft*? 


vetuft.  Nurnero  iv,  trite  aid  bulbis,  &  c[avis, 
4fwde  Jucxo. f,  turn  adde  Capa,,  in  mortario  mar- 
moreo  cum  aceti fcitiit.  q.  f.  agitehtur,&  ccganm 

ifi  Cataplafmatis  conjifisntiam . 

B  tJ  T  the  Hardnels3  pricking  Pain,  and 
intenie  Heat  of  the  Tumour  continuing. 
Medicines  were  ufed  to  diilblve  fuch  Hard- 
J^fs,  and  affwage  the  Pain  and  Heat :  As, 

&  Rad'  lillorum  a,h-  l  ij-  porrornm,  medulla 
carats  ficuum  ana  g  y.fem.  Uni  g  fs  .for.  Sambutt, 

inchloti  ana  p.j$.  micarum  fanis  alb.  Jib.  is.  toq. 
in  f.  q.  lachs,  addendo  fub  finem  cl.  rof.  lilioruni 
alb.  vel  fambuc  ana  q.  f.  ut  F.  Cataplailtia. 


Or, 


,  ^  tot.  ScWof*,  aeetoft  ana  M  lj.  chart d  hi - 
buld  involute  &  c  in  tribus  feint  Ulamibus  fukdko. 
rum,  -qutbus  adde  fcrmmti  veteris  3  ij.  falls  tan¬ 
talum,  agitentur  probe  in  mortario  cum  f.  e.  axm- 
■gi'Z  ju  u<z^  ad  lifum  fr&metnnratiiM,  But  that  -  I 
may  not  oe  cod  tedious  in  reciting  parti¬ 
cular  Forms  o  this  Kind,  any  neceifary  Va- 
iiations  aie  lert  to  the  DiTcretion  of  every 
Phyhcian  in  his  own  Practice* 
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W  E  do  not  wait  for  the  Suppuration  of 
a  Buboe  until  it  breaks  of  it  fel when 
the  Pain  and  other  Symptoms  continue  very 
fevere  without  Remillion  *7  befides,  there 
would  in  doing  fo  be  Danger  oi  wafting 
the  Spirits  too  much,  and  letting  the  mor¬ 
bific  k  Matter  retreat,  befides  the  Smalnels 
of  the  Orifice,  which  when  they  open  them- 
lelves,  is  feldom  large  enough  to  give  due 
Vent  ^  we  the  re  foie  open  them  by  Incifion, 
or  to  prevent  'Mortification,  by  a  potential 
Cautery  ,  and  for  the  fame  Purpofe  it  hath 
alio  been  many  Times  found  reaionable  to 
mix  the  milder  Caufticks  with  Digeftives. 


Y  E  T  although  common  Experience  at- 
tefts  to  the  Advantage  of  Cataplafms,  as 
they  wonderfully  cherilh  the  languid  and 
almofi  extinguiilied  natural  Heat,  fupple 
the  neighbouring  Parts,  relax  the  Skin,  and 
contemper  and  affwage  fharp  Humours  * 
yet,  I  fay,  becaufe  their  frequent  Repeti¬ 
tion  is  fame  times  on  many  Accounts  in¬ 
convenient  and  dilagreeable,  1  ufed  to  fub- 

fritute  the  following  Cerate  in  their  Room. 

# 

* 

Etnf.  Oxycrocei  5  li ).  galbani  colat  gum.  cu - 
rmm  ana  g  j«  Picis  naval  is  5  ij.  e  liquatis 


cum 
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€um  ol.  chamemelly  &  liliorurriy  v.  a.  e.  F.  majja 
pro  empl.  And  I  am  bold  enough  to  affirm. 

that  with  this  I  have  prevented  the  Want 

* 

of  a  Surgeon  in  more  than  a  thoufand  In- 
fiances:  But  when  a  Buboe  is  artificially 
opened,  it  is  the  mod:  proper  to  do  it  in 
fome  depending  Part  of  the  Tumour*,  tak¬ 
ing  Care  not  to  wound  the  larger  Veffel^ 
and  Mufcles. 

B  U  T  whether  a  Buboe  breaks  of  it 
feif,  or  is  opened  by  Incifion,  it  is  to  be 
waffied  and  cleanfed  with  a  Lixivium  of 
jUJJjes,  Scordiumy  Betony ,  Bugloff  SanlcUy  See. 
in  which  alfo  is  dillolved  fome  London 
Treacle:  And  the  following  Mixture  I  have 
found  very  good  for  this  Purpofe,  confin¬ 
ing  of  Birtbwort  Booty  Myrrh ,  Aloesy  and 
Saffron  y  infufed  in  Spirit  of  VViney  and  to  the 
ftrained  TinTure,  adding  a  little  Oil  of  Tur¬ 
pentine.  Furthermore,  to  promote  DigefHon, 
and  prevent  Putrefaction,  the  following  may 
be  applied: 

Mcllis  rof.  'fy  i.  terebinth,  cum  vitello  ovi  fo- 
lut.  3  fs.  theriac.  Lond.  5  iij.  farina  tritici  ^  ij. 
fs.  cum  ol.  hyperici  &  fetmhuc.  ana  q.  f.  coq .  in 
Cataflafnat is  confifientiam. 

9  $  Qr, 

A 


*Vng.  bajthc .  p.  duas0  linimenti  Arc&i  p> 
►  1  * 
Tcrtiam,  cl.  terebinth.  5  Is.  M.  S.  But  here  it 

is  to  be  obferved,  that  Detergents  are  by 

no  Means  to  be  ufed,  unlefs  the  Ulcer  is 

*  •  -•  *  *  •  .  *  '  > 

foul  •  as  alfo  that  to  appeafe  the  Enormity 
of  Pain  and  Inflammation,  by  Opiates  and 
Repellers,  is  a  mo  A  pernicious  PrafUce,  be- 
caufe  it  drives  back  the  Venom  upon  the 
nobler  Parts  ;  and  alio  by  their  frequent 
Continuation,  is  a  Sphacelation  endangered 
upon  the  Extremities. 

K  •• 

0 

THESE  Ulcers  are  likewife  by  no 

■t  *  ?  * 

Means  to  be  healed  up  until  they  are 
well  cleanfed,  and  all  the  peftilential  Sym¬ 
ptoms  quite  difappear.  But  here  I  cannot 
but  remark,  that  theft  Ulcers  do  heal  much 
eafler  than  any  other  when  the  Venom  is 
fully  conquered :  And  in  the  Cure,  it  chiefly 
concerns  the  Surgeon  to  prevent  the  Lips 
growing  callous,  becaufe  lometimes  that 
Error  is  not  eafily  again  remedied;  when 
the  Ulcer  is  well  cleanfed,  the  ordinary 
garcoticks  ufed  in  the  common  Method  will 
foon  fill  up  the  loA  SubAance :  To  pro- 

*  f  ‘C’  '■  *  ;  *  ‘  ..  Jr-  <•.  Irx  ✓  *  -x  s 
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vent  Repetition,  the  Parotides  are  to  be 
treated  after  the  fame  Manner  as  Buboes. 

AFTER  this  tranfient  View,  our  Me¬ 
thod  now  brings  us  to  the  Gyre  of  Car¬ 
buncles  ^  iince  therefore  thefe  Eruptions 
have  their  Rife  from  a  peflilential  Lixivium 9 
thrown  upon  feverai  Parts  of  the  Body, 
and  there  burning  them  into  an  Efchar ,  the 
Buftnefs  of  a  Surgeon  herein  is  dire£!ed  t© 
three  main  Intentions. 

1 .  THAT  the  Carbuncle  does  not  fpread 
too  far,  like  a  Gangrene,  knowing  no  Bounds. 

2.  TO  bring  It  as  foon  as  poilible  to  a 
Separation*,  and, 

3.  T  O  cure  it  as  carefully  as  it  can  be 
done. 


\ 


FOR  the  fir-ft  Intention,  fuch  Remedies 
are  fuited  which  give  a  Reftriftion  to  the 
Part,  fo  that  the  venomous  Particles  can¬ 
not  fpread  ^  and  fuch  alfo  as  aiTwage  the 
diidempered  Heat,  and  cherifli  and  prefer vf 
that  which  is  natural. 


O  4 
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BUT  the  Cure  of  a  Carbuncle  is  varied 
by  its  Nature,  Progrefs,  and  Situation  •  and 
is  accordingly  to  be  treated  fometimes  with 
more,  and  at  others  with  lefs  Severity.  In 
this  Cafe  Benefit  is  fometimes  received  from 
a  Cataplafm  with  roafted  Garlic k,  Scot ,  Lon¬ 
don  "Treacle ,  and  Oil  of  Turpentine  ^  Or, 

Ferment i  vetcrls  %  fs.  aUU  ajfati  ?  ij.  ftcr- 
coris  columblni  5  j.  confcc.  SnaPi  5  v.  euphorbii 
3  ij.  cum  f  q.  faponis  nigri  F.  Cataplafrna.  But 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Cataplafms,  which  are  very 
fharp,  the  utmofi:  Caution  muf  be  tiled, 
that  a  Pain  is  not  aggravated  thereby  be- 
yond  the  Patient’s  Power  to  bear  that  the 
Humours  be  not  colliquated,  and  thrown 
upon  weaker  Parts  *,  and  that  an  immoveable 
JEfchar  be  not  made  thereby. 

WHEN  the  Efchar  does  not  fall  oT, 
nor  any  Signs  or  Separation  appear,  Un¬ 
guents  and  Oils  are  not  to  be  blamed :  but 
if  the  Carbuncle  fpreads  further,  it  will  be 
peceifary  to  have  Recourse  to  more  elieflual 
Means*  in  which  Cafe  neither  the  Tender? 
nefs  ol  Sex  or  Age  is  to  be  regarded. 
Sometimes  the  peftilential  Venom  is  to  be 

•'  \  •*  »  ^  v  4  «•'  ^  j  4  1  r<  *  '  t 
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jirawn  out  by  Cupping,  or  Scarification, 
or  Efijfafticks:  Sometimes  alfo  for  the  fame 
Purpofe  is  applied  the  bare  Rump  of  a 
Fowl,  repeated  until  thefe  Creatures  appear 
not  to  be  hurt  by  it  •  for  this  natural 
Warmth  fooths  the  vital  Heat  of  the  Part 
it  is  applied  to,  and  entices  away  the 
morbific k Venom  through  the  Pores  }  Pidgeoas 
ufed  alive,  and  warm  Sheeps  Lights,  have 
like  wife  been  obferved  thus  to  affwage  the 

v-'- 

Acrimony  of  this  pefKlential  Virulence. 

THE  Efchar  is  fometimes  got  off  by 
Burning,  and  fometimes  by  Inciiion  •  I  never 
indeed  found  any  thing  more  effeffual  than 
the  aftual  Cautery  *  and  in  this  Practice  of 
ours  we  differ  not  from  tlje  celebrated  Con- 
corcgius ,  who  tells  us,  yag,  39.  that  in  his 
Time  they  were  wont  to  burn  the  Carbuncle 
with  a  red  hot  Iron.  There  are  very  con¬ 
venient  Inftruments  am  one  ft  the  Surgeons 
for  this  Operation,  which  they  call  the 
Button ,  being  fo  fhaped  *  but  they  are  of 
little  Service,  except  the  Burning  extends 
to  the  Compafs  of  the  Eruption”,  and  the 
Iron  is  by  no  means  to  be  taken  away,  until 
the  Patient  is  lenfible  of  it  •  but  to  get  off 
the  Efchar ,  the  middle  Part  mu  ft  be  burnt 
deepeft^ 


AMONGST 
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AMONGST  many  other  (Advantages^ 
I  fhall  mention  but  a  few  that  are  received 
from  the  actual  Cautery  in  thefe  Cafes  \  for 
from  hence  the  Parts  affeTed  are  rendred 
more  firm  and  hrong  hence  the  VelTe Is 
are  more  a  ft  ringed ;  hence  the  fubtil  ME 
afmata  are  rarified  and  evaporated  *,  hence 
the  Poifon  is  corrected  and  dried  up  *  and 
laflly,  hence  the  -languilhing  Heat  is  quick- 
ned  •  and,  not  to  ufe  many  Words,  the  pe- 
fiiiential  Venom  feems  to  be  dehroyed  by 
Burning,  no  otherwife  than  the  Bites  of 
poifonous  Creatures  are  cured  after  the  fame 
Manner. 

A  S  for  what  is  done  by  the  Knife,  the 
Jnfefted  are  certainly  as  much  benefitted 

X. 

by  it,  as  by  the  aftual  Cautery  ;  efpecially 
if  the  Incifion  be  made  deep,  and  goes  to 
the  Root  at  the  Centre  •  for  by  this  may 
be  made  a  very  expeditious  Elevation  and 
Separation  of  the  Efchar,  and  this  Means 
is  more  particularly  to  be  ufed  where  a 
Gangreen  is  threatned ;  but  in  doing  it, 
great  Care  muff:  be  taken,  as  before  hinted, 
that  there  is  not  made  any  Eifufio.,  of  Blood 
by  cutting  the  larger  VefTels,  efpecially 
the  Arteries. 

BUT 
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BUT  when  this  Separation  is  once  fi~ 
nilhed,  whether  it  be  by  a  Knife,  or  by 
Burning,  or  of  its  own  Accord  ^  the  next 
thing  is  to  peal  it  off-  and  this  is  frequent- 
ly  a  hi  fled  by  moifiening  it  with  new  Butter, 
pil  of  Elder ,  or  Oil  of  Lilies .  The  Efchar 
is  likewile  to  be  loofened  gradually,  and 
not  too  hafiily  ♦  that  is,  a  kind  of  Matu¬ 
ration  is  to  be  waited  for.  After  the  Car¬ 
buncle  is  fallen  oil,  Care  mull  betaken  to 
cleanfe  away  the  hordes  upon  it,  and  promote 
Digeflion  by  the  Ufe  of  fuitable  Appli¬ 
cations  *,  and  every  thing  elfe  carefully  ma¬ 
naged,  as  before  direfted  in  the  Cure  of 
Buboes. 

LASTLY,  Incarning  is  gradually  to  be 
effefled,  and  the  Ulcer  flowly  healed  over  • 
for  by  being  too  hafcily  clofed,  it  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  find  home  peflilential  Miafnm^ 
lurking  behind,  which  afterwards  prove  mi  if 
‘  f Lievous,  and  often  fatal,  as  may  eafdy  be 
gathered  from  a  preceding  Hiflory,  and  ma¬ 
ny  others  not  here  mentioned, 

BUT  becaufe  fbmetimes  the  Parts  where 
Carbuncles  arife,  cannot  be  cleanled  conve¬ 
niently  from  the  morbid  Humours,  whence 
cue  Cure  proves  flow,  or  cannot  be  efiffled 


at 
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at  all  ?  the  circumjacent  Parts  at  fir  ft  fhould 
be  guarded  by  Defenfatives,  which  would 
aftringe  the  Laxity  upon  thofe  Parts,  keep 
the  PalTages  clear,  and  give  Room  for  the 
due  Motions  of  the  Juices  and  Spirits, 
while  at  the  fame  time  they  prevent  the 
Exhalation  of  the  natural  Heat  ;  But  if 
notwithftaijding  the  utmoft  Care,  Spha¬ 
celation  comes  on,  immediate  Recourfe  is  to 
be  had  to  Embrocation,  with  the  following. 

Cinerwn  abfynthii ,  fcordii ,  cardui ,  centaurii 
min ,  dim  p  iij.  e  quibus  paretur  lixivium ,  indendo 
jbr<  chamemeliy  fambuci ,  meliloti  ana  M  )»  liquor  is 
limpidi  lib.  ij.  adde  [fir.  vini  op,  lib.  fs.  diffolvs 
theriac,  Lond ,  3  ij.  M.S,  pro  fotu  p.  ajfcttx  bis  do 
die ,  qukm  caladijfime ,  exin  Cataplafma  coi/ficiatur 
e  theriac,  Lond,  cum  Elix.  proprletatis . 

LASTLY,  To  put  an  End  to  this 
Section,  wherein  to  prevent  prolixity,  I 
have  ftudiouily  avoided  all  Points  of  Con- 

'  ;  i  " 

Controverfy  9  I  cannot  altogether  omit  the 
Mention  of  thofe  skilful  and  faithful  Sur¬ 
geons,  with  due  Honour,  whofe  Task  in 
this  raging  Calamity  was  very  hard  and 
dangerous,  how  they  had  the  Care  of  all 
peftilential  Tumours  and  Ulcers,  &c.  But 
although  fome  of  thtde  fell  themfeives  in 

the 
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the  Difcharge  of  their  Duty  to  others,- 
yet  the  Survivors  went  on  chearfully 
in  their  Bufmefs  j  and  they  who  lived 
through  the  whole,  owed  a  great  deal  to  a 
Conftancy  of  Mind,  as  well  as  to  the  con- 
fervatorv  Power  of  Providence. 

SECTION  VIIL 

Of  Prefervaiion  from  a  Peflilence. 

IT  is  manifeftly  much  more  advifeable 

to  keep  off  the  Invafion  of  a  Pehilence, 

than  to  hand  its  violent  and  fatal  Shocks  i 

/ 

and  SelEPrefervation,  as  well  as  the  Exam¬ 
ple  of  all  other  wife  People,  admoniihes 
us  to  ufe  all  poihble  Endeavours  to  keep 
it  from  us,  and  guard  our  felves  again#  it 
while  at  a  Diftance.  This  Part  therefore 
concerning  our  Prefervation  from  a  Pefti- 
lence,  regards  both  the  Duty  of  the  Ma¬ 
gistrate,  and  the  Care  of  every  Individual ; 
that  is  to  fay,  it  is  the  Magiftrate’s  Duty, 
that  when  the  Nature  and  peculiar  Quali¬ 
ties  or  this  Difeafe  are  known,  and  reported 
by  Phyficia  ns,  fuch  Laws  fhould  be  pro¬ 
vided,  as  might  belt  conduce  to  prevent 
its  Spreading,  if  not  to  its  utter  Extirpa¬ 
tion. 


FIRST 


X  ~  *  j>  ' 
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FIRST  o:  all  therefore,  they  ought  to 
be  deemed  as  a  kind  of  Traitors,  who 
frighten  the  credulous  Populace  with  the 
Apprehenfidns  of  an  approaching  Plague^  by 
id  e  and  groundlefs  Reports  and  Predi&ions  - 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  late  Sicknefe  was 
too  notorioufly  ailified  by  this  Means,  to 
want  any  Arguments  to  prove  it. 

THE  timely  Separation  alfo  of  the 
infeTed  from  the  well,  is  absolutely  necelfa- 
i*y  to  be  done  ^  becaufe  the  moil  fure  Way 
of  Spreading  it,  is  letting  the  Pick  and 
well  converfe  together.  Publick  Funerals 
ought  to  be  forbid,  as  alfo  all  kinds  of 
Meetings,  and  frequent  Intercourfes  of  fe¬ 
deral  Perfons  together:  An  InjmiTion  alfo 

i  *  '  ... 

of  Quarantine  from  infeTed  Places,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Cuftom  Trading  Nations,  is 
By  any  Means  not  to  be  omitted,  and  care- 
leily  to  be  executed. 

A  L  T  H  O  U  G  H  it  is  looked  upon  as 
a!  mo  ft  impoiiible  by  the  moft  artful  Con¬ 
trivances,  and  the  mcft  prudent  Councils, 
to  avoid  the  Influence  of  a  common  Caufe  ; 
yet  the  Call  of  Nature,  and  the  Laws  of 
Self-prefervation,  demand  our  utracft  Dili¬ 
gence 


( 
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gence  and  Labour,  both  in  pubiicfc  and 
private,  to  prevent  the  Encroachment  of 
fach  a  fubtile  and  cruel  Debroyer.  And 
it  was  certainly  to  this  purpofe  a  wife  Con¬ 
trivance  of  the  M  a  vibrates,  to  conbitute 
two  in  every  Parifh  daily  to  vifit  every  Fa- 
mily?  and  be  fatisHed  whether  every  one 
belonging  thereunto  was  well,  and  free  from1 
any  Infection* 


BUT  both  the  Ancients  and  Moderns 
have  taken  ihe  urmoh  rains  m  contriving 
to  purge  the  Air,  on  a  Supposition  that, 
in  a  pTu  iential  Contagion,  that  is  Jubft ant  '.ally 
iu  eded .  hut  as  the  Air,  as  betore  demon— 
h rated,  is  only  the  Lodgment  or  Vehicle 


to  the  pestilential  JMiafmatay  which  are 

no  it,  j-t  does  not  leem  lo 
much  to  want  Depuration  on  its  own  Account,.- 
as  that  poifonous  Mixture  which  is  joined 
with  it.  Indeed  the  peftilential  Particles 
r eliding  m  die  Porofities  of  the  Air,  may 
often,  without  any  Change  of  Figure,  for 
Want  of  due  Agitation,  remain  and  flagmte 
in  it  a  long  Time,  fo  as  to  be  drawn  in 
by  the  Lungs  in  I  Tpiration,  and  hence 
from  the  intimate  Mixture  and  Confufion- 


as  it  were  of  both,  a  Sufplclon  may  be 
entertained  of  the  Taint  coming  from  a 
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Corruption  of  Air  *7  but  of  this  we  havs 
faid  enough  already,  and  as  ho  w  foe  ver  this 
Matter  is,  a  Purgation  of  the  Air  is  by 
common  Conferit  called  for  on  all  Sides  in 
thefe  Cafes,  we  fhall  confider  this  Matter, 
chiefly  in  thefe  two  Refpeftsw 

!  ' 

FIRST,  That  the  peftilential  Seminium 
be  dillodged^  and  to  this  Purpofe  contri¬ 
bute  brisk  Winds,  efpecially  from  the  North , 
and  the  frequent  Explcfions  or  great  Guns, 
in  the  .Mo filing  and  Evening  chiefly  *,  be¬ 
came  fuch  Concufiions  agitate  the  poifon- 
ous  Ml  [mat  a ,  and  not  only  help  to  diilipate 
them,  but  to  change  and  alter  them  in 
thole  particular  Configurations  whereby 
they  become  lo  noxious  •  and  it  hath  been 
attefted  by  Experience,  that  an  intimate 
Combination  of  Nitre  and  Sulphur  greatly 
alters  the  faline  Qualities  of  the  peftilen¬ 
tial  Taint. 


SECONDLY ,  The  utmofi:  Diligence  is 
to  be  ufed  to  prevent  the  peftilential  Par¬ 
ticles  from  taking  Eire  ft  •  which  is  fuccef- 
fully  done  by  proper  Fumigations.  Hip¬ 
pocrates,  the  Oracle  in  Phyfi'ck,  hath  left, 
it  to  Pofterity,  to  kindle  Fires  in  the  pub- 

lick  Streets :  and  thefe  fomeciir.es  I  con- 

*  » 

ceive 


i 


teive  may  do  good  but  i:iot  as  fome  will 
have  it,  by  abiorbing  the  peftiferous  Hu¬ 
midities,  but  by  dirFufing  on  all  Sides  a 
great  deal  of  Nitre ,  which  gives  a  confide- 
rable  Change  to  the  venomous  Miafnata  $ 
I  judge  it  be  ft  therefore  that  fuch  Fires 
fhould  be  made  of  refirious  Woods,  which 
throw  out  a  clear  arid  untKous  Smell,  fuch 
as  Juniper,  Fir ,  Oak,  yljh,  Elm,  Chefriut,  &c. 
but  by  no  Means  Coals,  which  exhale 
an  impure,  fetid,  and  fulTdcating  Sulphur. 

•,-uy  ,  # 

B  Y  the  Garb  of  the  Magiftrate  alfo  the 
Streets,  Sinks,  arid  Canals,  fhould  daily  be 
cleared  of  all  Filth  •  becaufe  Stench  and 
Kaftinefs  are  juftly  reckoned  the  Entem 
tainers  of  Infection,  and  we  find  the  Air 
to  be  corrupted  frequently  from  noifome 
Smells-,  fo  that  the  peftilential Venom  can¬ 
not  but  receive  additional  Strength  from 
fuch  Means. 

* 

BUT  to  be  yet  more  particular  about 
thefe  Fum  gations,  both  to  mend  the  Air, 
and  refrefti  the  Houles  that  have  been  in- 
fetled,  they  mult  be  compofed  of  fuch 
Things'  a4  raife  and  comfort  the  Spirits 
that  were  languifhing,  with  their  grateful 
Flavours;  for  refrefhing  Smells  are  a  kind 

'  r*' 

P  ™ 
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<jf  natural  Pabulum  to  the  animal  Spirits* 
or  they  fhould  be  of  fuch  Subftances  as 
by  their  gummy  Vifcidity  entangle  and 
Cover  the  venomous  Spicula ,  fo  that  they 
cannot  aft  j  or,  laftly,  of  fuch  Things  as 
breath  out  fuch  nitrous  Steams,  which  will 
either  preferve  our  Bodies  from  receiving 
Impurities,  or  change  the  Nature  or  the 
infectious  Particles. 

I  do  not  indeed  deny,  but  feme  ungrate¬ 
ful  Smells  may  be  fometimes  more  conve¬ 
nient  than  fweet  ones,  as  they  fix  thole 
Spirits  which  would  other  wife  exhale } 
and  a  copious  Efflux  of  faline  Particles  will 
often  keep  them  from  Infection  and  Injury. 

But  to  reduce  thefe  into  ClaiTes. 

$ 

The  Simples  of  the  firit  Clafs  are  Musk? 
Civet ,  Amomum ,  Lavender,  JRcfemary ,  Rojes, 
Angelica,  Marjoram,  Cloves,  Rhodium  Wood, 
Aloes  Wood,  See.  Of  the  fecond,  Frankinccnfe* 
Benjamin,  Storax,  Bdellium,  Lahdanum,  Bitch,- 
Sagapermm,  Myrrh,  &c.  Of  the  third  Clafs, 
Sulphur  and  Nitre,  more  of  which  hereafter. 

BUT  further,  that  all  the  Means  of 
propagating  the  Plague  may  be  removed,, 
it  is  very  wifely  ordered  by  the  Magdrra- 

cjV 
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cy>  to  kill  all  DogSj  Cats,  and  other  do- 
meftick  Brutes,  left  thefe  Creatures  in  their 
Paifege  from  one  Place  to  another  ihould 
carry  along  with  them  the  peftileritial  In¬ 
fection. 


YET  although  both  the  Makers  and 
Executors  of  the  Laws  were  very  diligent 
in  their  Duty  during  the  late  Sicknels^ 
the  Contagion  notwithftanding  fpread  when 


therefore  all  the  Care  and  Skill  of  the 
Magiftrate  could  avail  nothing  in  flopping 
the  common  Deftroyer,  the  utmoft  Appli¬ 
cation  was  made  to  preferve  the  Indivi¬ 


duals  under  its  Vifitation:  For  which  Pur- 
pofe,  firft  of  all  were  removed  all  Means 
of  rendering  our  Bodies  more  fubjeCl  to 
take  the  InfeOrion,  and  the  beftCare  taken 
to  fortifie  the  Oonflitutioh  againft  its  At¬ 
tacks,  and  to  fupport  it  under  its  Tyranny. 


I  know  not  indeed  a  greater  NepdeflS 

t  o 

than  in  not  keeping  the  Body  0  j-  C  CL  n,  and 
keeping  at  a  Di Lance  every  Thing  fuper- 
fiuous  or  offenfive  ;  and  during  the  pefti- 
lential  Conftitution  nothing  was  worfe  than 
Evacuations  of  all  Kinds  :  But  if  a  Ple¬ 
thora  required  Phlebotomy ,  the  Blood  ihould 
he  taken  away,  by  a  fmall  Orifice,  in  but 
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l-ktle •  Quantity,  and  at  fev'eral  Tiniesf  A 
Perfon  loaded  with  bad  Humours,  fbould 
be  difcharged  of  them,  if  poilible,  imme¬ 
diately  ;  if  they  glut  the  Stomach,  and 
firft  P  adages,  they  ought  to  be  thrown 
off  by  Vomiting,  Drinking  in  the  Operation 
good  Quantities  of  Poffet-Drink,  in  which 
hath  been  boiled  the  Leaves  ol  Cardutfo 
and  Scordium ;  and  alfo  the  Boweis  Ihould 
be  cleanfed,  to  which  Purpofe  the  following 
is  ufeful : 

Salk  Tart,  d  ij.  F.  Solutio  in  fpir.  vim  opt.  §  ij. 
turn  adde  gutta  gambi  9  iv.  per  act  a  folutione  eva~ 
poretur  fpir.  turn  adde  colocynth.  cum  urina  prap* 
9  ij.  fcammaiiy  Sulphurati  9  j.  u4loesy  rofata  5  ij* 
trcchifc.  de  rhabarb.  rec.  9  iv.  gum.  ammoniaci 
in  acetOj  fell,  fuhti  3  j.  falls  abjynthii,  car  did  ana 
9j.  ol.  carui  gutt.v ij.  cum  f.  q.  Syr.-  de  rhamno  F- 
maffdj  inde  piluU  min.  formentury  Dof.  ad  9  ij* 
And  thus  to  throw  off  thofe  Humours 
which  join  with  and  aggravate  the  pesti¬ 
lential  Venom,  very  much  prevents  the 
Want  of  Antidotes  afterwards. 

C  AKE  muft  be  taken  that  there  be 
no  Suppreflion  of  Urine  j  the  Ton-naturals 
mu  ft  be  ufed  with  great  Regularity;  the 
Body  mu  ft  be  kept  tranfpirable ;  the  Tone 

of 
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-of  the  Vlfcera  ftrengthened  j  Falling  avoided^ 

*  * 

Choice  made  of  a  good  Diet,  fuch  as  will 
yield  good  Nourilhment,  make  but  little 
Excrement,  and  be  eafy  of  Digeflion*  to 

which  feveral  Pickles  and  Sauces  are  to  be 

•  *  ■  ■  ■ 

recommended  *  as  Juice  of  Sorrel,  Lemons, 
Oranges ,  Tomcgranates ,  Barberries ,  Sec,  and  at 
every  Meal  Sack  is  to  be  allowed,  whofe 
Vertues  we  fliall  hereafter  have  Occafion 
to  fpeak  of  ^  and  Care  fhould  be  taken 
not  to  be  Abroad  in  the  Evening* 


AND  to  exprefs  all  in  a  few  Words, 
all  the  animal  Fluids  mull  be  kept  in  a 
natural  State,  in  an  Equality  of  Motion, 
and  an  equable  Degree  of  Mixture  and 
Fluidity  they  mull  not  be  put  at  any 
inordinate  Hurries,  nor  be  too  much  rarij 
fied  or  exalted  *  nor  muft  they  be  lulfered 
to  grow  vapid  and  languid,  for  Want  of 
Depuration,  and  a  Retention  of  excremen- 
trtious  Particles.  But  a  proper  Regimen  is 
better  to  be  had  from  other  Writers,  we 
^therefore  hahen  to  proper  Antidotes. 


f 
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An  Antipefrilenti.il  EleEluary  of  M  aye  me. 


5^  fuglandium  virid.  lib.  ij.  fieuum}  prunorum 
ana  lib.  j.  macercntur  in  aceto ?  (Sr  pulp  a  traj'ci- 
atur,  cui  adde  pulv.  jubtilijf.  rutay  lib.  Is.  viper  in# 
Virginians  §  j.  fs.  rad.  contrayerva  5  iij.  pet  a- 
jitid .  TLedoaria^  ana  5  ij.  Is.  Jacchan  perlati  lib.  j. 
Syr  e  fucco  Kermes  5  j.  Syr.  calendula 7  caryophylL 
ana  eg  f.  ut  F.  Eldl.  moltc,  addendo  fol.  Auri  40. 

J) of  ad  quantitatem  nucis  Jugland.  maj.  mane 3  & 

*  ~  *  v  _  * 

vejperi . 


An  Electuary  for  the  Poor . 


K  Conferv.  lujuUJ  galena  am  lib.  fs.  calendula 
lib.  j.  iheriac.  Londin  5  iij.  bolt  armen.  vitriol. 
I  iv.  cum  fyr.  limonum  q.f.  conficiatur  Elect.  Dof 
ad  5  ij.  roel  iij. 


An  AktipeJHlential  Confection. 

>  {  '  .  'i 


W  Radio,  [cordon.  Eli  fan.  petafitid.  contrayer - 
va  ana  3  ij.  helcnn 3  torment  ilU  ana  5  fs.  angelica , 
chehdometj  mai.  ana  3  J*  is.  bacc.  f^nip.  frap.  lib. 
is .  fummit.  rut  a  Q.j.jcm.  cardui ,  ebri  ^#4  5  ij. 
quibm  prop,  affunde  p.  duos  aceti  fambuc.  CiF  tertiam 
fir.  vini  opt.  infufione  per  acid  &  (Xprcfione,  liquor 
igne  lento  evaporctur  fere  ad  rnellagincm :  cxtracli 


lib.  j.  adde  theriac«  Londin »  3 


ij.  fs.  boll  arm.  terra 
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figillata  ana  %  j.flor.  fulpburis  3  v.  fuccl  Kcrmes  g  ij. 
conferv,  lujula  lib.  j.  cum  fyv*  limon.  q.  f*  F.  EleB. 
molle ?  Dof.  ad  quant  it.  nupis  myriftka  mat.  ter p 
vel  fapws  de  die . 

Ant  ip  eft  He  nt  id  Pills  • 

ExtraB.  rad .  helenii y  angelk&->  contrayerva 
ana  §  j.  Wdte  extraB.  alb.  glycyrrh.  3  iij*  flor • 
^  quatuor  fallem  vices  Jublim .  5  ij.  C.  C.  flu- 
lojofh.  calcin.  fern,  citri  fulverk.  ana  3  j.  Ss.fa.Jis 
fcordiiy  abjynth.  ana  3  ij.  czzttz  /i  q.  ficis  liquid  a  F. 
majja  fro  fdulis^  Dof.  ad  3  is.  'yc/  c*  ij»  piane^  0 
bora  flomni . 

Antipeftilentid  Elixir  Proprietati^ 

^  Croc/  <?pf.  §  fs.  extrah.  tinBuram  cum 

aq.  ulmarU ,  fcabiofa,  cardul  y  vel  melijj f  q. 
additis  ffir.  fulphuris  aliquot  guttis  ad  leviujcu- 
lam  aciditatem:  liquor  per  ckartam  emporeticam 
agatur,  in  colaturd  ad  lentum  P>-  calprem  dijfolve 
Jloes  pellucid a  'e  veflcd  g  iv.  ftr  fataccum  lin - 
teum  hand  ita  rarum  trajiciatur  liquor  ,  detnde  F, 
condenfatio  ad  eundem  valorem,  acquired  pdularum 
molliufcularum  confiftentia,  adde  myrrh, *  purijfm* 
3  vij,  flor.  vel  magifierii  pr«dpk.  Benzoin  5  n). 
falls  C.C.  3  ij.  cum  fyr.fambuc.  q.  fl  F.  maffa  un¬ 
de  pilula  fermentur ,  Dof  ad  3  lj- 

p  4  Lozenge; 
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ftozenges  againft  the  Plague* 

Ijl  ExtraEb.  rad.  angelic£7  &  contrayerva  ^  j. 
e$tr.  alb .  liquiritia  5  hj*  ftior.  ftulphuris  myrrhat. 
h.  e.  cum  myrrhd  fublim .  5  v.  oL  cirmam .  gutt.  viij. 
ftaccharum  cry  ft  allin.  ad  duplum  tmnium  pondusy  cum 
tnucilag.  gum.  tragacanth .  aq.  ftcordii  parat.  q.  ft. 
E  TabelU  pa/va  ftublwg. 

SOME  ufed  every  Morning  to  i wallow 
a  Clove  or  two  of  Oarllck  j  and  many  eat 
unripe  Walnuts  pickled.  The  following 
Draught  was  of  admirable  Service ; 

VI  Aq.  roftar.  rubr.  camphor  at  a  if  ij.  acyti  opt . 
g  j.  in  quit  as  d Jft  he  hi.  arm.  opt .  9  ij.  addc  jyr„ 
(cabiofta  ftmpl.  5  iij-  M.  S.  F.  ha  ft  jus. 

SOME  old  Nurfes,  as  themfelves  have 

‘if 

informed  me,  for  an  Antidote  gave  human 
Excrements  *,  but  for  the  Efficacy  of  this 

Secret,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.  Some  found 

f  v  v  ( 

Benefit  by  drinking  o  Urine  but  many  who 
have  thought  themfelves  by  thefe  Means 
fo  well  fortified,  would  venture  themfelves 
too  inadvertently  into  Danger,  without  any 
lieceffary  Occafion,  to  the  great  Hazard  of 
their  lives, 

t  'i  *'  >  V  ’  i 
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BUT  in  thele  precautionary  Directions, 
it  is  to  be  particularly  advertiled,  that 
Aftringents  of  any  Kind  whatloever,  as  BoU? 
fealed  Earthy  Lemnian  Earthy  Coral y  &c«  are 
pot  to  be  given  to  Maidens,  and  Women 
in  their  monthly  Courfes,  for  Fear  they 
Jhould  Qpcafion  ObftruCKons,  and  other  bad 
Diforders ;  Thofe  Remedies  alio  are  as 

‘-1  i 

much  to  be  blamed  which  force  this  Eva¬ 
cuation  by  thinning  the  Blood  too  much, 
and  irritating  tlie  fjterine  Velfels :  And 
laftly,  in  the  Prefervation  as  well  as  the 
Cure,  the  Seaions  of  the  Year,  Sex,  Confti- 
tut  ion,  Age,  are  carefully  to  be  attend¬ 

ed  to. 

< 


BUT  before  I  proceed  further,  Grati¬ 
tude  obliges  jne  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Ver- 
tues  of  Sack,  as  it  defervedly  is  ranked  a- 
mongft  the  principal  Antidotes,  whether 
it  be  drank  by  it  felf,  or  impregnated  with 
Wormwoody  Angelica,  &c.  for  I  have  never 
yet  met  with  any  Thing  io  agreeable  to 
the  Nerves  and  Spirits  in  all  my  Experience. 
That  which  is  bell  is  middle-aged,,  neat, 
fine,  bright,  racy,  and  of  a  Walnut  Flat 
vour  •,  and  it  Is  certainly  true,  that  during 
fhe  late  fatal  Times,  both  the  infected  an$ 
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jfche  well  found  vaft  Benefit  from  it,  unlefs 
they  who  uled  it  too  intemperately  *,  many 
indeed  medicated  it  with  various  Alexiphar- 
mlck  Simples . 

1  T  remains  that  we  now  fay  Borne  what 
concerning  the  Ule  of  Tobacco ,  whole  Ver- 
tues  for  ti  this  Purpole  are  extreamly  cried 
up  by  Diemebrooeck)  and  Borne  others  but 
whether  we  regard  the  narcotick  Quality 
of  this  American  Henbane  }  or  the  poifonous 
Oil  which  exhales  from  it  in  Smoaking  ^ 
or  that  prodigious  Difcharge  of  Spittle 
which  it  occafions,  and  which  Nature  wants 
for  many  other  important  Occafions  or, 
laftly,  the  Exercife  it  gives  to  the  Lungs 
in  drawing  it  ^  befides  the  Aptitude  of  the 
peftilential  Poifbn  to  be  taken  down  along 

i  ■  ° 

with  it,  and  the  Irkfomenefs  of  its  Scent  ^ 
I  mult  cpnfefs  my  felf  at  Uncertainties 
about  it  •  though  as  to  my  felf,  I  am  its 
profelfed  Enemy,  and  was  accuftomed  to 
fupply  its  Place  as  an  Antidote  with  Sack. 

W  E  now  then  come  to  external  Reme¬ 
dies,  among#  which  Amulets ,  and  Characters, 
demand  the  fir#  Notice :  It  muff  indeed 
be  granted,  that  it  is  no  new  Cufto’m  or 
Contrivance  to  hang  thefe  Charms,  made 

various 
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various  Ways,  about  many  Parts  of  the  Body, 
but  what  Vertues  thele  Things  have,  is 
worth  fome  Enquiry. 

I  T  hath  obtained  with  many,  that  Na¬ 
ture,  or  the  Soul  of  the  World,  hath  im- 
preffed  upon  fome  certain  Bodies  a  very 
diffufive  magnetick  Vertue  •,  whereupon  fome 
Adepts  have  afcribed  to  many  of  thefe 
Bodies  a  Faculty  of  expelling  Foifons. 
Others  conceit,  that  both  artificial  and  na¬ 
tural  Poifous  do,  by  a  certain  Sympathy, 
when  outwardly  applied,  draw  away  every 
Thing  that  is  detrimental  to  the  Confti- 
tution  *  after  the  Manner  as  Amber  attracts 
Straws,  and  (as  they  report  of  the  Snake^ 
ft  one)  imbibe  its  Venom  :  Some  others  again 
contrive  Amulets  of  Spices,  to  invigorate 
Nature,  and  fupport  her  againft  the  Enemy. 


I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Opinion  of 
this  Matter  :  with  Submiffion  therefore  to 

/  r  » 

thefe  great  Men,  I  cannot  eaffy  come  intQ 
a  Belief  of  any  Advantages  to  be  had  from 
this  Pra&ice  :>  for  raoft  of  the  Efforts  afcri¬ 
bed  to  them,  is  rather  from  the  Power  of 
Imagination,  or  owing  to  fome  manifefc  Pro¬ 
perty.  Furthermore,  it  hath  religioufly  ob¬ 
tained  among#  many  People,  that  Difeafes. 

^re 
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are  to  be  driven  away  by  painting  Chara&ers 
upon  the  Body  ;  but  it  is  ftrongiy  to  be  f*u~ 
fpefled,  that  this  Practice  hath  been  altoge¬ 
ther  owing  to  Juggler  sy  and  Perfons  addicted 
to  infernal  Arts  ;  for  what  medicinal  Virtue 
can  there  be  in  a  Figure  ?  It  feems  to  mes 
that  becaufe  the  Sacred  Myfierles  of  our  Art 
were  anciently  defcribed  by  Hieroglyphicksy 
the  Populace,  who  were  ignorant  of  their  Sig¬ 
nifications,  miftook  them  for  Charms  againft 
a  Plague ,  and  other  grievous  Dileafes,  and 
they  propagated  their  Delation  down  to  Po~ 
fierlty. 

THERE  are  innumerable  Preparations 
of  theie  -Charms  or  Amulets  to  be  met  with 
in  the  Writings  of  feveral  Phyficians  ;  but 
I  ihall  take  it  to  have  fuiHciently  difeharg- 
ed  my  Duty  here,  to  mention  thofe  only 
which  were  ufed  by  our  own  Country  Peo¬ 
ple  ;  the  principal  of  which  was  a  Walnut 
filled  with  IplerQury  ;  for  it  is  certain  that 
many  did  promife  to  themlelves  Se¬ 
curity  from  the  Dignity  of  this  Metal, 
which  to  them  teemed  to  be  the  Patent  of 
all  others;  others  again  expended  great 
Matters  from  its  Volatility,  notwithftanding 
it  was  thus  inclofed,  thinking  that  the 
natural  Heat  of  the  Body  would  draw  fuch 

Ver~ 
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Vertues,  as  would  fecure  them  from  the; 
infe£lion.  But  much  the  greater  Number 
were  lupplied  with  arfenical  Amulets,  from 
Empiricks  and  Mountebanks ",  thefe  were 
compounded  of  Ar}  enick  alone,  with  Wax  , 
or  had  many  other  Things  added  there¬ 
unto,  appropriated  to  the  Difeafe.  One 
of  the  chief  Forms  of  this  Kind  is  the 
following : 

Ditlarnni  fret.  pulv.  9  vij.  pulv.  Jtnapi  3  fsv 
Benzoin.  3  if.  Arfenici  veri  3  iij.  ol.  c  inn  dm.  guti. 
vij.  cera  oft.  3  v.  cum  mucilag.  gum.  tragaeanth/ 
aceto  rofac.  par  at.  F.  pafia,  unde  placenta  multi  for¬ 
mes  depjitica  parentur,  ad  pondus  3  ij.  vel  iij.  cor¬ 
dis  regioni  admovenda,  linteo  fenco  friits  involute. 
For  it  commonly  prevailed  amongft  the 
Populace,  that  Arfetiicfy  by  fome  magnetic^ 
Vertue,  draws  away  all  Poifon,  elpecially 
that  of  a  Peftilence.  The  wearing  alfo  of 
a  dried  Toad  was  a  mighty  Secret  with 
*  fome. 

BUT  to  give  my  Thoughts  concerning 
the  good  or  bad  Effefls  of  thefe  appended 
Remedies,  I  do  not  remember  any  one  who 
had  their  Expectations  anfwered  thereby  , 
but  many  confiding  too  much  in  them, 

nCgleTed  other  more  neceffary  Means  of 

Pre- 


222  Of  TreferVation 

Prefer  vation,  and  brought  themfelves  into 
great  Hazard  of  their  Lives  by  wearing 
them  ^  a  remarkable  Inflance  of  which  I 
met  with  in  an  elderly  Lawyer,  who  upon 
wearing  an  Arlenical  Amulet  upon  his  Breaft* 
had  a  peililentiai  Carbuncle  rife  under  it, 
the  third  Day  after  which  he  died.  In 
fome  others  large  Vefxcations  appeared, 
not  from  any  Venom  drawn  out,  but  from 
the  Cauftick  Quality  of  the  Charm  it  felf, 
and  the  Communication  of  its  own  Poifon 
to  the  Part:  What  Madnefs  was  it,  in 
fuch  a  terrible  Calamity,  to  put  the  Hazard 
of  Life  upon  fuch  idle  and  ridiculous  Ex¬ 
periments  ? 

BUT  to  pafs  over  fuch  Baubles,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Means  that  are  conformable  to 
Keafon,  and  the  Rules  of  Medicine,  JJJues 
are  not  to  be  forgot  •  for  by  thefe  all  kinds 
of  Impurities  are  allowed  to  how  out  along 
with  the  peftilential  Poifon,  as  through  ari 
open  and  ready  Paffage }  and  the  more  of 

thefe  little  Ulcers  are  made,  the  better,  al- 

\  .  7  , 

though  their  Largenefs  may  anfwer  as  well 
as  more  in  Humber  ;  that  is,  if  they  are  big 
fenimgh  to  hold  4,  6  or  8  Peas  together.. 
If  any  one  hath  a  Mind  for  two  Ilfues,  let 
one  be  made  in  the  left  Arm,  and  the  other 

in 
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in  the  oppofke  Leg.  And  as  for  the  "Ufe- 
fulnefs  of  thefe,  I  can  fpeak  it  of  my  own 
Experience,  that  whenfoever  I  was  moil  be- 
fet  withpefKlential  Fumes, in  theGourfe  of  my 
Bufiners,  I  could  then  immediately  perceive 
a  ihootiug  Pain  in  my  liTue,  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  an  ill  conditioned  Matter  difcharge 
from  it  ^  and  this  1  ahva^  s  looked  upon  as 
a  fure  Warning  to  have  timely  reccurfe  to" 
jiiexipharmkh' 

GREAT  Service  was  like  wife  found  in 
the  Prefervation  again!!  the  Peldiience,  as 
well  as  in  its  curative  Part,  by  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  Ellfiersy  and  keeping  them  open  a 
good  while. 

H  A  V  1  K  G  thus  come  to  a  Conclufion, 
1  think  it  not  amifs  to  recite  the  Means  which 
1  ufed  to  preferve  my  felf  from  the  Infe&ioii* 
during  the  continual  Courfe  of  my  Bufmefs 
*  among  the  Sick. 

A  S  foon  as  I  rofe  in  the  Morning  early*. 
I  took  the  Quantity  of  a  Nutmeg  of  the 
jlnti-fcftii entiai  EleBuary  j  then  after  the  Dif- 
patch  of  private  Goncerns  in  my  Family, 
I  ventured  into  a  large  Room,  where  Crowds, 

©f  Citizens  ufed  to  be  in  waiting  for  me  .* 

and 
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,  <  ^  ^ 

and  there  I  commonly  lpent  two  or  three 
Hours,  as  in  an  Hofpital,  examining  the  fe~ 
veral  Conditions  and  Circumftances  of  all 
who  came  thither  j  fome  of  which  had  Ul¬ 
cers  yet  uncured,  and  others  to  be  advifed 
tinder  the  firft  Symptoms  of  Seizure  ^  all 
which  I  endeavoured  to  difpatch,  with  all 
poilible  Care  to  their  various  Exigencies. 

A  S  foon  as  this  Crowd  could  be  dift 
charged,  I  judged  it  not  proper  to  go  abroad 
f  aft  nig,  and  therefore  got  my  Breakfaft : 
After  which,  till  Dinner-time,  I  vifited  the' 
Sick  at  their  Henkes  }  whereupon,  entring 
theif  Houles,  I  immediately  had  burnt  feme 
proper  Thing  upon_Coals,  and  alfo  kept  in 
my  Mouth  fome  Lozenges  all  the  while  I 
was  exarriining  them:  But  they  are  in  a 
Miftake  who  report  that  Phyficians  ufed, 
on  fuch  Occafions,  very  hot  Things  ,  as1 
Myrrh,  Zedoary ,  Angelica,  Ginger,  &c.  for 
many,  deceived  thereby,  railed  Inflammations' 
upon  their  Tonfils,  and  greatly  endangered 
their  Lungs.' 

I  further  took  Care  not  to  go'  into  the 
Rooms  of  the  Sick  when  I  fweated,  or  were 
Ihort-breathed  with  Walking ;  and  kept  my 
Mind  as  co'mpofed  as  poilible,  being  fufficT 

ently 
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ently  warned  by  1’uch,  who  had  grievoufly 
hi  lie  red  by  Uneahnefs  in  that  Refpe£b  After 

fome  Hours  Vifiting  in  this  Manner,  I  re* 

>  ' 

turned  Home.  Before  Dinner,  I  always 

drank  a  Glals  of  Suck^  to  warm  the  Stomach, 

2  * 

refrefh  the  Spirits,  and  diilipate  any  begin* 
ning  Lodgment  of  the  Infedion.  I  chofe 
Meats  for  my  Table  that  yeilded  an  eaiie 
and  generous  Nouriihment,  roafted.  before 
boiled,  and  Pickles  not  only  fuitable  ,  to  the 
Meats,  but  the  Nature  of  the  Dlhemper ; 
( and  indeed  in  this  melancholy  Time,  the 
City  greatly  abounded  with  Variety  of  all 
good  Things  of  that  Nature  )  Ifeidom  like- 
wTfe  role  from  Dinner  without  drinking;  more 
Wine.  •  After  this,  I  had  always  many  Per* 
fons  came  for  Advice;  and  as  ibon  as  I 
could  difpatch  them,  I  again  vifited  till. 
Eight  or  Nine  at  Night,  and  then  concluded 
the  Evening  at  Home,  by  drinking  to  Cheer¬ 
ful  nefs  of  my  old  favourite  Liquor,  which 
encouraged  Sleep*  and  an  eaiie  Breathing 
through  the  Pores  all  Night.  But  if  in  the 
Day-time  I  found  the  leaf!  Approaches  of 
the  Infedion  upon  me*  as  by  Giddinefs, 
Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  Faintnefs,  I  im¬ 
mediately  had  Recourfe  to  a  Glafs  of  this 
Wine,  which  eafily  drove  thefe  beginning 
Diforders  away  by  Tranfpi ration. 

a  If  %  f 
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YET  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Infew 
ft  ion,  I  found  my  felf  Ill  but  twice  ;  but  was- 
loon  again  cleared  of  its  Approaches  by  thefe 
Means,  and  the  Help  of  fuch  Antidotes  as  I 
kept  always  by  me. 

BUT  to  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impfo* 
per  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Cit:zens  much 
accuftomed  themfelves  to  certain  Com  pcs II- 
tions  for  keeping  off  the  Infeftion,  by  con¬ 
tinual  Smelling  to  them ;  the  chief  amongft 
which  was  the  following. 

R  Tulv.  rad.  awelicae,  fummit.  rorifm.  &  Id* 
venduta  cum  floribus  ana  Z  ij*  caryophyll.  Z  iii}* 
lab  dan  l  fur  l{f.  Styracls  ana  Z  iij.  omnibus  prap.  in 
commixtione  adde  ol.  nucis  mofch .  per  exprejf.  Z  j. 
fs.  cl.  ligni  rhod.  3  ij.  camphor  a  Z  fs.  mofchi  giv 
viij.  cum  cera  opt.  p .  f  F.  majfa.  Some  like- 
wife  would  fmel!  to  Galbanum ,  Oil  of  Worm - 
wood,  or  Bite,  as  alfo  the  Oil  or  Spirit  drawn 
from  Fitch,  and  dropped  upon  Cotton,  to  be 
kept  in  a  clofe  Ivory  Box.  Yet  I  could  not 
fo  much  approve  of  thefe  Things,  as  they 
were  ufed :  becaufe  they  fo  much  dilated 
the  Pores  of  the  olfa&ory  Organs,  as  to  give 

•y 

more  Liberty  for  the  peftilential  Miafmata  to 
pais  in  along  with  them. 


T  PI  E 


THE  Purification  of  Houles  was  con« 
trived  to  be  done  feveril  Ways  5  but  what 
I  moll  approved  of,  was  in  placing  a  Cha- 
fing-dilh  in  the  .Middle  of  a  Room,  or  the 
Entries,  or  Windows,  where  proper  Things 
were  burnt,  and  exhaled  all  round.  Quick¬ 
lime  was  likewife  thrown  into  the  follow* 
ing  Decoction. 

I 

Sol.  Scordhj  Angelica  ana  ISfL  iij.  fummitl 
lauri,  rut a,  lavendula  am  M  j.  fs.  flor.  rofari 
falhd .  fambuci  ana  p.  ij.  calami  aromat.  5  v.  Ca** 
ryophyd.  Contuj.  5  iij.  F.  decoStio  in  duabus  p*  aqj 
font.  &  tenia  aceti  rofac.  vel  Sambuc.  c on f  milker 
ac  lagena ,  a  mucore ,  &  fitu  calcis  extinUione  mun* 
dantur ,  it  a  ut  liquor  em  inditum  amp  Hus  vitient  & 
torrumpant .  For  as  foon  as  the  Lime  is  thrown 
in,  it  raifes  a  very  penetrating  Steam,  which 
feemed  very  likely  to  deflroy  the  Efficacy 
*  of  the  pehilential  Miafmata .  For  the  fame 
Purpoie  likewife  were  the  following  very 
judiciously  contrived. 

Sails  petra  lib.  j*  Sulphuris  ^  iij.  benzoin « 
Sty  rack  fimul  liquati.  ana  q.  f  ut  formcntur  f.  a* 

' Trochifc .  deb.  exiccandi . 
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O  F  T  H  E 

Different  Caufes 

.  OF 

Teftlential  ‘Difeafes 9  dCC. 


HERE  is  hardly  any  one 
Subjeft  more  largely  treated 
of  by  Phyfical  Writers,  than 
that  of  Peftilential  Difeafes  j 
and  the  Reafon  of  it  I  take  to 
be.,  the  Frequency  in  all  Ages  and  Countries^ 
of  Alarms  from  fuch  dreadful  Deftroyers  \ 
and  the  uncommon  Impreflions  they  are 
apt  to  make  upon  the  Minds  of  thofe, 
whofe  Profellion  naturally  leads  them  to 
enquire  into  their  Caufes.  B#  in  this  it 
has  fared  as  with  all  the  other  Branches  of 
that  noble  Science.  The  Conjeftures  and 

Q.  4 
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Ppinions  of  Perfons  have  at  all  Times  been 
too  much  influenced  by  the  Philofophy  in 
Vogue,  infomuch  that  it  is  almoft  an  endlefs 
as  well  as  an  unprofitable  Task,  to  examine 
into  them  all :  And  as  fuch  an  Enquiry 
is  not  conflflrent  with  the  intended  Brevity 
of  thefe  Pages,  I  ihall  pafs  them  by,  only 
2uA  taking  Notice  or  the  molt  couilderabJe 
Opinions,  under  which,  moil  that  has  been 
advanced  to  any  Purpoie  may  be  reduced. 


A  L  L  Authors  upon  this  Subjefr,  may 
be  reduced  under  thefe  two  Sorts  :  Such 
as  afcribe  them  to  the  immediate  Wrath 
of  Heaven,  and  account  them  as  Punifti- 


ments  inflifted  by  the  immediate  Exertion 
of  a  Supernatural  Power  ;  and  fuch  as  afflgn 
for  -their  Origin  fame  natural  Caufe. 


ALTHOUGH  too  great  a  Regard 
cannot  be  had  to  the  Author  of  our  Beings, 
yet  i  are  Ihould  likewife  be  taken,  not  to 
afcribe  every  Calamity  to  the  immediate 
Exertion  of  the' Almighty  Power;  for  it 
feems  much  more  worthy  of  the  Divine 
Being  lb  to  order  it,  that  from  the  Courfe 
p  fecond  rT  natural  Cautes,  Punjlhments 
|JyaH  purfue  Of  fenders,  than  to  imagine  the 
Sequent  Exeition  of  his  Power  in  a  Way 

‘  fuper- 


of  peflilential  Vifeajes.  23$ 

•  fuper  natural  to  infiift  fuqh  Punifhments* 
But  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Reafon  to 
fufped,  that  the  Number  of  this  Sed  was 
very  much  increafed  by  fuch,  as  either 
out  of  Ignorance  In  other  Games,  or  out 
of  an  affeded  Devotion,  thought  it  their 
Intereft  to  come  into  this  Opinion,  and 
pretend  to  do  greater  Cures  by  certain  reli¬ 
gious  Performances,  and  their  Interceilion 
with  Heayen,  than  was  in  the  Power  of 
Medicine,  of  which  they  knew  but  very 
little, 

O  F  thofe  that  aftign  fome  natural  Caufe, 
there  are  feveral  Opinions  s  Some  alcribe 
them  to  aftral  Influences,  to  malign  Con-^ 
jundions  and  Radiations  of  the  Heavenly 
Bodies.  We  find,  from  the  mod  remote 
Antiquity,  not  only  Tefiilential  Difeafes ,  but 
likewife  a  great  many  others,  afcrihed  to 
the  fame  Caufes :  But  all  the  Reafonings 
about  this  Conjedure  have  been  very  obfcure 
and  perplexed  until  the  prelent  Age,  when 
Sir  Ifaac  Ncvoton  fir  ft  taught  Men  to  think 
juftly,  and  talk  intelligibly  about  the  Mo¬ 
tions  and  Influences  of  thofe  remote  Bodies 
upon  ouv  j4t mo fftheve  :  A  nd  upon  his  Theory 
Dr.  Mead  has  fince  further  proceeded  to 

determine  their  Efficacies  upon  humane 

Bodies. 
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Bodies.  By  which,  as  it  does  appear  that 
they  affett  us  no  otherwife  than  as  they 
occafion  the  feveral  Variations  of  the  Sea¬ 
sons,  and  different  Conftitutioris  of  the 
Air,  the  Reader  muft  be  left  to  the  Confir 
deration  of  Rich  Caufes. 

ANOTHER  Caufe  is  charged  upon 
Steams  and  Exhalations  from  putrefying 
Bodies.  There  are  Abundance  of  Infdances 
to  fupport  this  Opinion,  that  manifeitly  diC* 
cover  very  fatal  Elfecls  from  fuch  Caufes. 
As  Battels  are  generally  fought  in  Summer^ 
Time,  when  by  the  Heat  of  tjie  S.eafon 
Things  are  mold  di:  poled  to  Putrefaction, 
lb  it  has  often  been  obferved,  that  the  Plague 
has  appeared  after  great  Slaughters  of  Men 
in  Fight,  as  appears  by  undoubted  Tefti- 
mOiiy  from  Julius  Alexandrlnus  (V),  Diodorus 
Siculus,  and  a  great  many  others,  too  tedious 
to  mention.  Ambrofe  Parrey  (&)  gives  a  Rer 
lation  of  a  Plague,  that  laid  waffe  almost 
a  whole  Country,  which  had  its  Rife  from 
the  Stench  of  a  great  many  hitman  Car- 
cafes  that  were  thrown  into  one  Pit,  and 
kft  Rotting  uncover’d.  Joannes  Wolfius  (c). 

For  eft  us 

(a)  De  Bello  Punico. 

lb)  Lib.  io.  Cap.  3. 

(V)  Toot  1.  memorab.  Cent,  10. 


Voreflm  (d)y  the  abovementioned  Parrey  (e)y 
and  Agricola  (f)y  all  take  Notice  of  Plagues 
arifing  from  the  Stench  of  putrifying  Fiih 
that  were  thrown  dead  upon  the  Shores. 

OTHER  Steams  of  the  fame  Efficacy 
frequently  arife  from  the  Putrefactions  of 
ffagnant  Waters,  and  other  Bodies,  which, 
in  tome  particular  ConRitutions  of  Air,  are 
apt  to  corrupt  and  emit  very  offenfiye  Efflux 
via.  Dr.  Mead  (g)  relates  from  Diogenes 
Laertiw  (Jo)y  that  Empedocles  obferved  a  pe¬ 
stilential  Difeafe  to  affliCt  the  Salinuntijy  from 
the  Putrefaction  of  a  certain  River  *,  to  re¬ 
medy  which,  lie  contrived  to  have  the 
Streams  of  two  other  neighbouring  Rivers 
drained  into  it,  which,  by  their  Increate 
of  the  Current,  with  an  additional  Weight 
and  Preffure  of  Water,  brought  the  former 
to  its  ufual  Sweetnefs,  and  fo  put  a  Stop  to 
the  Plague. 

T  O  this  Purpofe  Dr.  Plot  (P)  obferves, 
the  Reaions  why  Oxford  is  now  much  more 

health-. 


(d)  Tn  h  is  Scholium  upon  Obf.  p.  Lib.  6. 

(e)  De  Pefle,  Lib.  6. 

(/)  De  Pefte,  Lib.  r. 

(g]  Pra?f  delmperio  Solis  ac  Lunce,  &c. 

(h)  Lib.  8.  Segon.  70. 

(;)  Nat.  Hift,  of  Oxfordshire ,  Chap,  2. 
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healthful  than  heretofore,  to  be  the  Enlarge- 
ment  of  the  City,  whereby  the  Inhabitants, 
who  are  not  proportionably  increaled,  and 
not  lo  dole  crowded  together  ^  and  the 
Care  of  the  Mag ift rates  in  keeping  the  Streets 
clear  from  Filth  :  For  formerly  (he  fays) 
they  ufed  to  kill  all  Manner  of  Cattle 
within  the  Walls,  and  fufFer  their  Dung  and 
Offals  to  lie  in  the  Streets.  Moreover,  a- 
bout  thofe  Times  the  Ifis  and  Chermll ,  thro’ 
the  Carelefnefs  of  the  Townfmen,  being 
filled  with  Mud,  and  the  Common-Shores 
by  luch  Means  flopped,  did  caufe  the  Afcent 
of  Malignant  Vapours  whenever  there  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  a  Flood.  But  fince  that,  by 
the  Care  and  at  the  Charge  of  Richard  Fox, 
Bifhop  of  Wlnchcfter,  in  the  Year  1517,  thole 
Rivers  were  cleanled,  and  more  Trenches 
cut  for  the  Water's  free  Paffage,  the  Town 
has  continued  in  a  very  healthful  Condi¬ 
tion  }  and  in  a  particular  Manner  fo  free 
from  Peftiiential  Difeafo,  that  the  Sicknefs 
in  ids 5,  which  raged  in  mofl  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  never  vifited  any  Perfbn  there, 
although  the  Terms  were  there  kept,  and 

the  Court  and  both  Houles  of  Parliament 

'  .  .  .  1  -  ■ 

did  there  refide. 


TO 
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1 

T  O  this  Caufe,  ’tis  very  probable,  is 
owing  the  Frequency  of  the  Plague  at  Grand 
Cairo  in  j Egypt,  and  in  the  liland  of  Sardinia? 
as  Faufaniat  and  others  relate :  Although 
indeed  Tr  offer  Jlfnm  {a)  charges  a  great  deal 
of  the  Caufe  of  that  at  Cairo?  upon  the  A 
Continual  Commerce  with  fuch  Kations  as 
are  feldom  without  fuch  infectious  Diieafes. 
And  for  this  Reafon  it  is,  that  we  find  all 
thofe  Countries,  which  moil  abound  with 
Swamps  and  Standing-Waters,  to  be  moil* 
tinhealthful,  efpecially  in  the  hotteft  Seafons  ? 
except,  as  in  lever  a  1  Parts  of  Italy  7  fuch  Lakes 
have  any  Communication  with  the  Sea,  or 
Home  large  Rivers.  To  this  purpofe  Pifo  (hf 
frequently  obferves  thofe  Places  to  be  moil: 

fu bj eft  to  fuch  Calamities,  where  there  are 

* 

conhant  Heat  and  fettled  Calms,  as  fuch  a 

it  '  7  r  s  • 

Temperament  of  Air  moft  difpofes  Bodies  to 
PutrefaTion  and  Corruption,  as  in  Sl  The- 
mas  If  and ,  and  Guinea  :  And,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  notwithstanding  the  Intenfenefe  of 
Heat,  if  the  Fluids  are  but  agitated  by 
Winds,  Tides,  and  Currents,  there  is  little 
Danger  of  fuch  Diieafes  \  and  the  lefs  fit  1*1, 

the  more  regular  and  confiant  the  Seafons  are 

upon 


m 


(a^  De  Medicin.  Egypt.  Lib.  I .  Gap.  i£. 
(£>)  Hi  ft,  India  and  BraftL 
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Upon  other  Accounts :  By  which  Means  it 
is,  that  between  the  Tropicks ,  and  even  under 
the  Equator ,  it  is  very  healthful. 

UNDER  this  Head  it  may  not  be  im> 
proper  to  obferve,  that  too  fcanty  and  mean 
a  Diet,  and  Feeding  upon  unripened  and  un~ 
found  Fruits,  are  frequently  charged  with 
a  Share  in  Mifchiefs  of  this  kind.  Jofephus 
(a)  and  Julius  Cafar  (b),  among#  Hiftorians ; 
Forefius ,  ( c)  and  feveral  other  phyfical  Wri¬ 
ters,  give  Accounts  of  Plagues  from  the  like 
Caufes*  Galen  QT)  is  very  pofitive  in  this 
Matter;  and  in  one  Place  (Y)  accules  his 
great  Maher  Hippocrates  with  Neglefring  too 
much  the  Confequence  of  a  bad  Diet,  and 
afcribing  fome  Mifchiefs  arifmg  from  thence 
to  a  bad  Air.  And  upon  this  is  grounded 
the  common  Opinion  or  a  Plague’s  following 
a  Famine ;  in  which  Circumhances,  the  poor¬ 
er  fort,  who  feed  meaneft,  generally  fuffer 
moft,  as  it  frequently  happens  in  long  Sieges, 
and  Armies  ill  fupplied  with  Provisions.  Thus 

Tra- 


(a)  De  Bello  Juddlco,  Lib.  7.  Cap.  26. 

(£)  De  Bello  Civili,  Lib.  2. 

(c)  Lib.  6.  Obfer.  9.  and  2 6. 

(a)  Lib.  1.  de  d  ffer.  Feb.  Cap.  3.  3c  de  cibis  maii  Ik 

born  lucci. 

(e)  Comment,  in  Lib.  de  natalium,  text.  4. 
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Travellers  report,  that  Surrat  in  the  Eaft-in * 
dies  is  feldom  or  never  free  from  a  Plague, 
which  is  afcribed  to  the  mean  Diet  of  the 
Natives,  who  are  Banians ,  and  feed  on  little 

elfe  than  Herbs,  Water,  Rice,  and  fuch  like 

* 

pitiful  Fare  m7  for  it  is  obferved,  that  the 
Europeans  who  trade  there,  are  in  no  Danger5 
Of  being  inferred,  becaufe  they  feed  well  on 
Flefh,  and  drink  Wine,  which  fecures  them 
againft  thofe  malignant  Difeafes. 

A  Third  Caufe  is  afcribed  to  Mineral 
Eruptions  and  fubterraneous  Exhalations. 
TefiiLences  from  this  Caufe  are  more  infre¬ 
quent  than  from  feveral  others  ^  becaufe  fuch 
Eruptions  hardly  ever  happen  but  upon 
Earthquakes,  or  Breaking  into  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth  by  Mines,  Pits,  Wells,  and  the 
like  *  and  then  too,  in  Order  to  produce  a 
Teflilcnce ,  it  is  neceflary  that  whatfoever  ex¬ 
hales  and  mixes  with  the  ambient  Air# 
muft  be  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  to  render  it 
unrefpirable  *  or  to  communicate  by  it  fuch 
Particles  to  the  Annual  Juices  as  will  per¬ 
vert  them  natural  Crafis,  and  difhirb  their 
due  Secretions ;  which  does  not  often  hap^ 
pen,  for  there  are  frequent  Shocks  or  the 
Earth  from  inteftine  Fermentations,  which 

are  not  followed  by  any  fuch  Mifchiefs,  as 

they 
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they  happen  only  from  the  Struggle  of  fucff 
Principles,  as  when  they  have  got  Vent,  nei¬ 
ther  of  themfelves,  or  by  any  Thine;  emit- 
ted  with  them,  are  of  that  difagreeable  Na¬ 
ture,  as  to  give  any  Difturbance  to  the  Ani¬ 
mal  O  Economy; 

..  ■  *  .  < 

C  A  R  0  LV  S  de  la  Font ,  (a )  indeed,  as 

well  as  leveral  others,  lays  great  Strefs  upon 
Caufes  of  this  kind,  and  charges  TeftiUntial 
Difeafes  chiefly  to  Mineral  Exhalations  of 
divers  kinds ;  as  Afcwcal^  Mercurial ,  Sulfhu- 
rowy  &c.  which  he  imagines  the  ambient 
Air  often  to  be  overcharged  with,  either 
from  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  Earthquakes,  or 
fubterraneous  Fires.  To  all  this.  Per  Tons  of 
different  Opinion  objeff,  the  Infrequency  of 
Plagues  in  Calabria ,  Naples ,  and  feveral  Parts 
of  Sicily y  where  there  are  manifeftly  very 
great  fubterraneous  Fires,  fiich  as  occafion 
violent  Earthquakes,  and  many  furious  and 
plentiful  Eruptions  of  metallick  and  mi¬ 
neral  Fumes.  A  very  diftinft  Relation  of 
which,  from  his  own  Knowledge,  may  be 
met  with  from  Dr.  Bernard  Connor ,  (F)  who 
has  been  very  curious  in  his  Enquiries  here¬ 
unto.  BUT 

- — - - - — - - - .'I.'  - 

(a)  Diflert.  de  Pefle. 

W  De  mentis  Vefuvij  Xncendia 


i 


BUT  however  Authors  differ  upon  this 
Head,  feveral  vety  odd  Relations  are  to  be 
fnet  with  in  Hiftory  of  malignant  and  dead¬ 
ly  SickneiTes  from  thefe  Csiufes.  That  Story 

*  i,  i 

is  very  ftrange  which  is  related  by  Ammianm 
Marcellinui ,  (a)  and  taken  Notice  of  by  Car  dm 
and  Riolamu,  that  a  moft  grievous  PefHlence 
broke  out  in  Scleucla ,  which,  from  thence  to 
Pdrthia,  Greece ,  and  Italy,  fpread  it  felf  thro* 
a  great  part  of  the  World,  from  the  Opening 
an  ancient  Vault  in  the  Temple  of  Apollo,  and 
that  it  raged  with  fo  much  Fury,  as  to  fweep 
away  a  third  part  of  the  Inhabitants  Of  ihofe 
Countries  it  vifitedj 


I T  is  needle fs  to  trouble  the  Reader  with 
many  Relations  of  -  the  fudden  and  ItrangS 
Effeas  of  foine  Steams  arifmg  from  Mines 
sft d  Pits,  which  are  'generally  termed  by  our 
Colliers  Damps,  becaufe  almoft  every  Body  h*as 
*  already  been  acquainted  with  fuck  Accounts* 


A  •  ■  .  >*  ••  _  _  ■ 

DR.  Plot  (b)  tells  us.  That  about  Twenty- 

Years  fince,  two  Perfons  were  employed  to 
dia  a  Well  in  the  Parillv  of  North-Le'.gh  in 


W  Hift.  73- 

\b)  N at  Hift.  of  OrfirMre, 


Chap,  3-  Par-  3?- 


44*  The  Caufes  and  Cure 

Oxfordshire^  but  upon  being  taken  ill,  left  off 
the  Work  :  Whereupon  it  was  undertaken 
by  two  others  of  Woodftock  •,  who,  before 
they  could  do  any  thing  confiderable  in  it, 
funk  down,  and  died  irrecoverably  in  the 
Well :  Which  being  perceived  by  a  Miller 
hard  by,  and  lie  coming  to  their  Ailiftance, 
fell  down  dead  upon  them.  Another  alfo 
venturing  to  do  the  fame,  with  a  Rope  tied 
about  him,  fell  from  the  Ladder  juft  in  the 
fame  Manner  •,  and  though  prefently  drawn 
up  by  the  People  above,  yet  he  was  fcarcely 
recover’d  in  an  Hour  or  more.  And  fmce’ 
then,  upon  a  Bucket’s  falling  into  a  Well  in 
another  Part  of  the  Town,,  a  Woman  per-5 
fwaded  a  ftrong  lufty  Man  to  go  down  a 
Ladder  to  fetch  it,  who,  by  that  Time  he 
had  got  half  way  down,  fell  front  the  Lad¬ 
der  into  the  Well  \  upon  which,  the  Woman 
called  another  of  her  Neighbours  to  his  A  fix- 
fence,  who,  much  about  the  fame  Place,-' 
met  with  the  lame  Fate,  without  giving  the" 
leaf!:  Sign  of  Change  ^  lo  fatal  ( fays  the 

'{V s.  .  •«.  .  .  t.  .  '  <*.  ^  ^ 

Softer)  are  the  Damps  of  that  Place.  Dr. 
Boot  (a)  tells  a  Story  that  happened  at  Dub - 
tin  in  Ireland ,  juft  of  the  fame  Nature.  And 

in 


(a)  Nat.  Hill.  Cap.  1 8.  Seel.  4, 
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in  the  Pbilofopbical  Tran  fashions  (a)7  thert 
are  the  I;ke  Relations  of  Damps  in  the 
Coal-Mines  belonging  t<T  the  Lord  Sinclair 
in  Scotland . 


THE  moft  furprizing  Effefl  of  thefe 
fubterraneous  Effluvia  that  I  ever  met  with, 
is  in  a  Relation  of  Dr.  Bernard  Connor ,  of 
certain  Perfons  in  Paris  digging  deep  in  a 

.  1 

Vault  or  Cellar,  who  were  fd  fuddenly 
transfixed  by  fome  fubtile  Vapour,  that 
when  a  Servant-Maid  came  down  to  fpeak 
with  thern^  fiie  found  them  in  Pofiures  as  if 
at  Work  *,  one  with  his  Pick- Ax  advanced^ 
another  with  his  Shovel  full  of  Earth,  half 
lifted  up,  and  a  Woman  fitting  by  with 
her  Arm  upon  her  Knee,  her  Head  leanmg 
Upon  that  Hand,  with  manifefi:  Expe&ati- 
Ons  in  her  Countenance  of  what  they  were 
in  Search  after* 

•t 

THE  fame  Author^  from  his  own  Know¬ 
ledge,  gives  a  very  exaft  Account  of  a 
brotta  in  Italy  7  much  talked  of,  and  com¬ 
monly  called  la  Groita  de  cam ,  by  this  Au¬ 
thor,  Crypta  Kuy/Kut  j  Rut  Dr.  Mead  hath 

R  2  iiacey 

,  ■  -  ■ —  -i  -  '*  • 
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fmee,  from  his  own  Knowledge  alfo,  giy£n; 
a  very  particular  and  rational  Account  [of 
this  Place,  and  the  Manner  of  its  killing  * 
to  whom  therefore  the  Reader  may  turn 
for  further  Satisfa&ioru 


'ANOTHER,  and  more  general  Camfe 
than  any  hitherto  mentioned  of  thefe  Ma¬ 
ladies,  is  fome  bad  and  unwholfome  Con- 
ftitution  of  Air.  Such  Conftitutions  may 
arife  from  feverai  Caufes,  which  although 
they  riffe£lr  us  in  different  Manners,  yet  as 
they  are  equally  fatal,  we  call  them  all 
JHalignatit  or  Peflilenfial :  In  Order  there¬ 
fore  to  und'erftand  the  better  how  we  are 
differently  affefted  by  thofe  different  Con¬ 
futations,  it  will  be  proper  to  confider  them 
fomewhat  diftin&ly,  under  thefe  general 
Heads,  •viz,.  A  dry  hot  Ah'?  hot  and  moifl ,  cold 
and  moifty  and  cold  and  dry  ^  to  which  melt 
Variations  of  Air  may  ”be  reduced. 


THAT  from  the  fevefal  Conftitutions 
of  Air,  our  Bodies  are  differently  affefred*, 
and  that  moft  Difeafes  are  in  fome  Meafure 
more  or  lefs  influenced  thereby,  is  quite  out 
of  Difpute.  Hippocrates,  in  a  great  many 
Places  declares  hinifelf  of  this  Mind:  His 
whole  third  Section  of  Aphorifms  is  a  Proof 
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.-of  'it;  and  in  feveral  Places  (a)  he  difcovers 
his  Opinion,  that  Re  ft  Hernial  plfcafcs  have 
their  Rife  from  hence.  -Galen,  his  bed  In¬ 
terpreter,  underffood  his  w  which 

loine  will  have  to  be  meant  of  fomewhat 
Divine,  or  the  immediate  Hand  of  God,  to 
be  nothing  elfe  but  a  particular  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Air  arifing  from  natural  Caufes ; 
and  that  he  was  of  the  fame  Mind  him- 
lelf,  is  very  plain  from  his  ,own  Writings  (bX 

1 

•  :  ' 

I  T  Is  almoft  endlefs,  as  well  as  altogether 
needlels,  to  cite  all  the  Authorities  for  this 
Opinion,  that  might  be  colle&ed  from  the 
moft  remote  Antiquity  down  to  the  pre- 
lent  Age.  We  fhall  therefore  proceed  to 
confider  the  different  Conffitutions  of  Air, 
according  to  the  forementioned  Diffintlion ; 
premifing  only,  that  the  Terms  Hot,  Cold ,  &c. 
are  ufed  in  a  twofold  Senfe,  the  one  is  Ab- 
folute,  and  the  other  Relative  ^  hy  the  former, 
viz,.  Abfolute  Heat,  Cold,  &c.  is  underftood 
one  fimple  Property  of  the  Air  only,  as  it 
is  different  not  in  Degree,  but  in  Quality 
from  others  :  By  the  latter,  that  is.  Relative 
Heat,  &c,  is  meant  certain  Degrees  of  thole 

R  3  Pro- 


;Q)  Vid.  Ep'idem.  and  de  Acre,  Aquis  &  Locis. 
(6)  Vid.  Comment,  in 

i  ,  •  *  .  -  u 
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Properties :  As  tjie  fame  Air  may  at  the 
fame  Time  be  faid  properly  to  be  both 

Hot  and  Cold,  or  Dry  and  Moift,  as  it  i§ 

?  .  \  %  3  •  •  ■'* 

compared  with  another  Air,  either  Hotter 
or  Colder,  Dryer,  or  Moifter  ^  tor  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  a  hotter  Air,  it  will  be  termed  cold, 
when  at  the  fame  Time  if  it  be  compared 
to  a  colder  Air,  it  would  be  accounted  hot : 
And  fo  of  the  reft.  To  which  Diftinftion, 
It  is  very  neceifary  to  have  confiant  Regard 
to  avoid  Confufion- 


THOSE  Countries  where  the  Air  is 


hot  and  dry  for  the  greateft  Part,  are  re¬ 
lated  to  be  healthful,  and  free  from  Peniten¬ 
tial  Difeafes ,  except  where  there  are  great 
Swamps  and  ftagnant  Waters,  or  by  any 
accidental  Caufes  Bodies  are  expofed  there 
to  Putre  action,  the  Steams  of  which  render* 


Perfons  Difeafed.  In  fuch  Countries,  for 
the  moft  Part  of  the  Year,  there  is  but  very 
little  Rain,  and  the  Nights  are  compara¬ 
tively  colder  than  el  few  here,  fi  om  the 
great  Dews  which  then  fall.  As  Fijo  (a) 
informs  us,  that  the  colder  the  Nights  are 
in  Brafily  and  the  more  plentifully  the  Dews 

U  "  fall. 


r  •*  «TX' 


(a)  Hi  ft.  Ini  &  BraJH, 
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fall,  the  Inhabitants  account  it  moft  agree¬ 
able  to  their  Soil,  and  conducive  to  Vege¬ 
tation;  and  Phyficians  reckon  it  much  the 
moft  healthful  for  the  Inhabitants- 

*■-•**'  ■  ,»  •'  •  '  V  /:  1.  z$  v  -  '  ■  -  -  r- 

THE  Heat  of  the  Air  alone,  where  if 
is  conftant  and  uniform,  *  does  not  appear 
to  render  Pet  Ions  born  in  It,  or  long  acr 
cufiomed  to  it,  any  more  unhealthful,  than 
that  which  is  more  temperate.  . Ariftotle  % 
indeed  fays,  a  hot  and  dry  Southerly  W mi 
will  bring  a  Pefiile?ice ;  but  of  fueh  we  have 
very  few  Inilances,  efpecially  on  this  Part 
pf  the  Globe.  There  is  in  Livy  (a)  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  a  Plague  at  Fome0  from  a  great 
Drought ;  and  Nicefhorns  (&)  related  fuch 
another  But  thefe  generally  come  from 
fome  other  maiiife-ft  Caules  belides  Heat, 
and  in  Places  not  accuftomed  tp  a  dry  Air* 

BUT  a  hot  and  moift Air  is  very  diffe¬ 
rent.  By  A'foijly  is  meant  what  aules  fiom 
fudden  or  long  Rams.  This  is  the  Confti- 
tution  of  Air  that  moft  Authors  charge 

with  being  the  greateft  Inftrument  in  Per 

R  4  fiilcntid 


*  Probl.  1. 


(a)  Lib.  1.  Decacf.  4. 
\b)  Lib.  15*  Capi  10 . 
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ftilcntid  Diftemfers.  Hipocrates  (V)  afcribes 
a  great  deal  to  Inch  an  Air,  and  relates  a 
fefiilence  that  had  its  Rife  from  great  Heat, 
joined  with  Southerly  Winds  and  much  Rain* 
G alert  is  of  the  fame  Mind,  as  appears  from 
federal  of  his  Writings  (d)f  with  many 
Others  too  tedious  to  mention.  The  Truth 

of  this  is  like  wife  manifeft  from  the 

■ j  •“  *  * 

Hifories  of  thole  Countries,  where  there 
.are  long  fettled  Heats,  and  afterwards  much 
Rain,  as  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  ILaft-Indies^ 
which  are  known  at  fuch  Times  to  be  mof 
grievoufy  afllifted  with  Fevers  and  Difeales 
of  a  very  malignant  Kind.  The  fame  we 
are  informed  of  from  Ibrne  places  i n  Africa, 
( e ).  viz..  That  if  Showers  fall  fopn  upon 
the  fultry  Heats  or  July  an4  Augu&,  pefti- 
lential  Diifempers  certainly  enfge.  It  may 
be  generally  obferved  here  too  in  our  own 
Climate,  that  the  mo#  u:ihealthful  Times 
are  after  warm  Rains,  and  the  more  if  the 
.Air  is  then  agitated  but  little  with  Winds. 

-  ‘  V.  ‘  ^  1  hs.,  *  «  •  *  *  V 

.  ‘  \  -  *  <  *  • 
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(c)  Epidem.  Lib.  2  Sc  3.  de  Aere  Aquis  Sc  Locis. 
Aph.  1 1.  Se&.  3. 

( d )  Comment,  in  Epidem.  Lib.  3.  de  differ.  Febr.Cap. 
4.  de  Temperam.  Lib.  r  Cap.  4. 

"  ( e )  Via.  Purchas  Pilgr.  Lib.  C  C.  I.  as  zilfo  Joan.  Le$ 
y^vV.Lib.  j.  Cap.- 1.  .  •  .y  * 


FROM  a  cold  and  moift  Air,  we  have 
little  complained  of,  as  to  their  occasion¬ 
ing  thefe  Difeafes,  unlefs  fuch  a  Confuta¬ 
tion  fets  in  immediately  upon  a  contrary 
Bxtream  *,  for  ail  fudden  Changes  of  Wea¬ 
ther  are  more  or  lefs  unhealthful,  as  well 
as  in  other  Refpecls  of  living  *,  for  which 
Reafon  particularly,  Corn*  Celfiu  advifes  to  he 
very  flow  in  all  Alterations  of  Moment; 
And  $unttorm  frequently  inculcates  the  fame 
in  his  j4phorifhtsy  and  tells  us  (a)  how  it  is 
hurtful,  both  to  go  fuddenly  out  of  a  hot 
Air  into  a  cold  one,  and  out  of  a  cold  Air 
into  a  hot  one  *  and  is  alfo  very  particular 
(f>)  in  the  Inconveniencies  of  fuch  a  Con¬ 
futation  of  Air  we  are  now  fpeaking  of, 
fitting  in  after  the  Heat  of  Summer.  Hlf- 
focrqtes  (c)  does  tell  us  of  a  Teftilence  from  long 
continued  cold  Rains,  as  likewife  does  Fer~ 
velius  (d\  but  fuch  Inftances  are  not  common. 

THE  laft  Confutation  of  Air  we  are 
to  take  Notice  of;  is  that  which  is  cold 
and  dry,  againft  which  thqre  are  a  greaf 

many 


(a)  Medicina  Sratica.  Seflt.  2.  Aph.  18. 

(b)  Ibid.  Aph.  <5,  and  29. 

(c)  Lib.  3.  Epidem. 

[a)  Oc  Afcdic.  Lib.  2*  (^ap.  1 
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raany  very  heavy  Complaints.  Galen  writes 
,of  a  moft  Raging  Peftilence  about  Jquileia 
in  Italy ,  that  began  in  the  very  Middle  of 
Winter,  and  had  its  manifeftCaule  in  ex- 
tream  Cold.  Fernelifu  ( a )  alferts  the  Rife  of 
feveral  Peftilences  from  the  fame  Caufes: 
As  alio  does  Morellus  (b')  obferve  great  Ma¬ 
lignities  to  proceed  from  fome  Northerly 
cold  Winds,  7 Itm  Livy  (c)  like  wife  men¬ 

tions  a  Pefillential  Conjlltution  ariilng  from 
antenle  Cold  j  but  Thyjical  Hiftories  abound 
.  with  fuch  Relations. 

}  S  i 

OF  the  ftrange  and  fudden  Effefts  of 

t 

intenfe  Cold  and  dry  Winds,  we  have  very 
lurpr’zing  Accounts  from  thofe  who  have 
travelled  into  Countries  where  they  are  the 
moft  frequent.  Dr.  Bernard  Connor  (JT)  before- 
mentioned,  relates.  That  when  he  was  in 
Toland ,  it  was  alferted  to  him  by  very  cre¬ 
ditable  Teftimonies,  that  it  frequently  hap. 
y .  in  Ltd n/ii/  .r,  and  lome  of  the  B Northern 
I  rafts  of  Mufcovy  and  Tart  ary  ;  that  if  fome- 
times,  through  the  Negleft  of  the  Shepherds, 
their  lrtia.ll  Cattle,  as  Sheeps  Goats ,  and  the 

like, 


U)  Ibid. 

W  De  Febr.  purp.  Cap.  2. 

( c )  Lib.  5 .  decad. 

<V)  De  Antris  Lethiferis.  Art.  2. 
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like,  be  left  expofed  in  the  Night-time  to 
the  Northerly  Winds ,  they  are  frequently  found 
next  Morning  perfectly  ftiff  and  dead,  in 
the  fame  Pofture  as  they  are  wont  to  be 
in  at  their  Stalls  and  Cribs :  And  there  are 

V 

divers  Accounts  of  Perfons  in  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries,  who  have  been  fo  fuddenly  transfixed, 

/ 

ftiffened,  and  killed  by  thofe  fiafis ,  as  to 
have  continued  on  Horfeback  in  the  fame 
Pofture  as  when  Living,  till  the  Horfe,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Road,  has  brought  them 
to  their  Journey’s  End  :  And  the  above- 
mentioned  Phyfician  (Y)  tells  us,  that  whei} 
he  was  at  Brujfcls,  he  was  informed  by  a 
S^anifh  Captain,  that  of  a  Party  of  Horfe  that 
was  lent  out  for  Booty  in  a  very  cold  Seafon 
one  by  Accident  loft  the  reft  of  the  Body  ^ 

■f  «  .  %  *  '  <  v  * 

and  Riding  about  fome  time,  before  he  could 
find  his  W ay,  or  any  P.efreftiment,  he  was 
fo  transfixed  with  the  Cold  as  to  be  quite 
killed,  but  continued  on  Horfeback  in  the, 
Pofture  of  a  Live  Perfon,  until  his  Korfe  at 
laft  happened  to  find  the  Way  back  to  his 
Quarters,  whither  his  Company  had  before 
got,  and  mi  fling  him,  feared  he  had  fallen 
into  the  Enemies  Hands  ^  but  when  they 

came 


(a)  Loco  cir* 
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came  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  fa fe 
Return,  they  went  fo  near  as  to  Ipeak  to 
him^  and  take  lipid  of  him,  before  they  per¬ 
ceived  him  to  be  dead* 


T  O  BUfis  of  this  Icind  it  undoubtedly  is, 
that  Fruit  Trees  and  Plants  do  fo  frequently 
fuffer,  efpecially  after  a  warm  early  Spring, 
after  the  vegetable  Juices  have  began  to  rile 
and  fiioot  into  Buds  and  Leaves.,  Jnlbances 
of  this  Nature  we  frequently  find  in  our 
own  Countrey  ;  and  I  have  had  Opportunity 
to  obferve,  more  than  once,  that  upon  fuch 
Bhfts7  thp  Trees  haye,  on  that  fide  towards 
the  Wind,  been  in  one  Night’s  Time  quite 
changed  in  the  Colour  of  the  Leaves  and 
fome,  of  the  moil:  tender  fort,  almofi:  ftripped 
bare,  their  Leaves  falling  off  dry,  as  in  Au¬ 
tumn. 

i  t  ,  ' 

BUT  there  is  fomething  yet  further,  be¬ 
lies  particular  Conftitutions  of  Air,  that  is 
taken  Notice  ok  by  Phyficians,  as  a  general 
Caufe  of  Maladies  of  this  kind  •  and  that  is 
what  is  commonly  called  Contagion  or  Infctti- 
m  v  by  this  Term  Contagion ,  is  under  hood  a 
Dileafe  ariiing  from  the  Contact  of  luch  Bo* 
Jits  oi  Particles  as  have  in  them  a  Power 
ef  Altering  the  due  Graiis  of  $  healthful 

Perfoin 

*  sc 
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Perfoh,  and  inducing  Rill  one  common  ;Dil» 
eafe  -7  fhefe  Particles  are  generally  called  by 
Phyfical  Waiters  y.n Contagiofa ,  or  Con- 
tagij  Seminia  •  and  the  Difference  of  PeR:~ 
lences  arifmg  from  thefe  Caufes  feems  much 
to  differ  from  what  have  been  hitherto  ta¬ 
ken  Notice  of,  as  the  former  cannot  be  fhun- 
ned  but  by  quite  leaving  the  difeafed  Cli¬ 
mate,  or  by  fuch  a  Strength,  or  Turn  of 
GonfHtution,  as  refiffs,  or  yeilds  not  to  the 
general  Difbrder  ^  whereas  in  thitf  laR  Cale, 
a  Perlon  feems  to  be  equally  fafe  in  any  Air 
that  is  not  impregnated  with  thele  conta¬ 
gious  Effluvia,  and  the  greateft  Danger  arifes 
from  the  Nearnefs  to  difeafed  Perfons,  or 
whatfoever  elfe  is  capable  of  harbouring  thofe 
mifchievous  and  fecret  MefTengers,  as  the 
Poet  (a)  takes  Notice* 

Quo  proprior  quifq\  eft ,  fcrvltq^  fidelins  an 9 
In  partem  Let  hi  eitius  vtnk.  — - 

THE  Hi  Rories  of  Phyfick  abound  with 
Relations  of  Peffilences  from  no  other  Caufe 
than  what  arifes  from  the  Importation  of 
the  Difeafe,  if  it  may  be  fo  termed,  from 

diffant 


(*)  Ovid.Metam.  lib.  7. 
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diftdiit  Countries  ^  and  fometimes  not  by  Per- 
ions  them  (elves  diidempered,  but  by  the 
Conveyance  of  thefe  Peftilemal  Miafms  in 
their  Cl  oaths  or  Wares  imported  in  the  Way 
of  Trade.  Fracaflorm ,  (a)  an  eminent  Italian 
Phyfician,  tells  us.  That  in  the  Year  Fifteen 
Hundred  and  Eleven,  when  the  Germans  were 
in  Poifeilxon  of  Ferona,  there  arofe  a  deadly 

Bifeafe  among#  the  Soldiers  from  the  Wear- 

- 

ing  only  a  Coat  purchafed  for  a  fmall  Value  ^ 
for  it  was  dbferved,  that  every  Owner  of  it 
foon  fickened  and  died  ^  until,  at  la#,  the 
Cautfe  was  fo  manifeftly  from  fome  Infe&ion 
in  the  Coat,  that  it  was  ordered  to  be 

V 

burned.  Ten  Thoufand  Perfons,  he  fays* 
tvere  computed  to  fall  by  this  Plague  be¬ 
fore  it  ceafed. 

FROM  the  fame  Caufe,  that  is,  infefted 
Garments,  and  Merchandize,  Mercurialis 
takes  Notice  of  a  Plague  in  his  Time  at 
Venice  ^  and  Affiamts  Alexandrinus  (U)  allures 
i is,  that  the  Ceit*>  after  a  Conqiie#  over  the 
tllynci ,  and  in  PolTeflion  of  their  Plunder, 
ivere  infected  with  a  grievous  Plague,  which 
the  Illy  rid  then  laboured  under.  d'ides 

a  1  fo. 


(d)  De  morbis  contag^  lib.  a,  cap  7. 
W  De  Bello  lliyricQ. 
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alfo,  in  his  Relation  of  the  Plague  at  Athens 
intimates,  That  it  was  brought  from  Tome 
Part  of  Ethiopia  by  the  like  Means.  And 
Tr  offer  Alfinus  (a),  before  mentioned,  feems  to 
lay  the  greateft  Strefs  for  the  Frequen:y  of 
the  Plague  at  Grand  Cairo ,  to  the  Traffick 
with  thofe  Countries  as  are  hardly  ever  free 
from  Tefiilential  Difcafcs.  A  great  many  Phy~ 
flcians  have  charged  the  Plague  in  Sixteen 
hundred  and  lixty  three  at  Amfierdam ,  to  the 
Infection  of  fome  Tefiilential  Mlafms  which 
were  tranfported  from  Smyrna  and  Algiers , 
then  much  infefted  with  fuch  Difeafes,  with 
fome  Merchandise  y  by  which  Means  like  with 
it  was  conje&ured  foon  afterwards  to  reach 
Londony  and  feveral  other  Parts  of  England y 
as  it  appears  from  the  preceding  Account 
of  Dr.  Hodges .  To  this  Purpofe  I  remember 
to  have  read  a  ftrange  Story,  fomewhere  in 
Bakers  Chronicle,  of  a  great  Rot  amongf? 
Sheep,  which  was  not  quite  rooted  out  un¬ 
til  about  Fourteen  Years  Time,  that  was 
brought  into  England  by  a  Sheep  bought  for 
its  uncommon  Largenefs,  in  a  Country  then 
infefted  with  the  fame  Dihemper  :  And 
upon  this  Account  it-  is  that  the  Prudence 

of 
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[#)  Dc  Medic. 
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of  thofe  Nations  and  States  are  to  be  ju Ri¬ 
fled,  who  enjoin  all  Perfons  and  Merchandize 
from  infeTed  Countries,  to  flay  a  Certain 
Time  upon  their  Coahs  and  Borders  before 
they  are  fuffered  to  intermix  with  a  health¬ 
ful  People  j  having  by  fuch  Inftances  as  here 
mentioned  been  juftly  alarmed  at  the  In- 
croachment  of  fuch  dreadful  Deftroyers. 

THESE  Hiftorical  Fragments  are  put 
together,  in  Order  to  apprize  thofe  Readers 
who  have  not  been  very  converfant  with 
Things  of  this  Kind,  with  the  various  Ways 
by  which  the  moft  dangerous  Difeafes,  and 
even  fudden  Death,  may  be  introduced  into 
our  ConiHtutions,  by  the  Agency  of  very 
minute  and  unheeded  Caufes  ,  and  like  wife 
the  better  to  fupport  the  Dihin£tion  ne- 
cefTary  to  be  made  between  Epidemic  Dif¬ 
eafes,  and  a  Contagion  ,  as  well  as  to  illuftrate 
the  Manner  whereby  the  latter  fubfifb, 
fpreads,  and  proves  fatal,  when  the  Caufes 
producing  the  former  are  abfent. 

Epidemic  Difeafes  of  all  Kinds  and  De¬ 
grees  of  Exacerbation,  have  their  Rife  frorit 
lbme  common  Caufe,  that  affefts  all  within 
its  Extent  more  or  lefs,  in  Proportion  to  the 
particular  Fitnefs  of  different  Conflitutions 

*"  to 
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to  be  affe&ed  by  it :  And  by  the  ielhnlan 
Do&rine  we  are  taught,  how  all  thofe 
Changes  are  made  in  the  Blood,  when 
thrown  into  a  Fever  by  thefe  Caufes,  even 
from  the  moft  limple  Ephemera ,  to  the  moft 
complicated  and  malignant  Cafes  whatfoever  y 
to  which  therefore  the  Reader  muft  be 
referred,  for  a  clear  Underftanding  of  fuch 
Matters  j  it  being  fufficient  to  our  Purpofe 
here  to  obferve,  that  lie  demonftrates  all 
Fevers  to  be  attended  with  fome  Fault  in 
the  Blood’s  Motion,  Quantity,  or  Quality, 
or  in  fome  or  all  of  them  together  ^  and 
that  its  chief  Fault  in  Quality,  (which  is 
moft  to  the  prefent  Cafe)  confifts  in  an 
unequable  Fluidity,  lonie  Parts  of  it  being 
rendered  thinner,  and  others  thicker  at  the 
fame  Time,  than  in  a  natural  State ;  not 
unlike  what  happens  to  all  coagulated  Li- 
qiiors. 

.  '*  ■ 

FROM  this  Condition  of  Blood,  this 
great  and  wonderful  Man  goes  dn  to  fhew* 
through  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Propofi- 
tions,  that  the  coagulated  Part,  which  he 
commonly  diftinguifh.es  by  the  Name  of 
Lent  or ,  does  accumulate  in  the  capillary 
VeiTels  until  their  Endeavours  of  Refuta¬ 
tion,  as  in  all  Elaftiek  Bodies,  are  greater 

§  than 


258  The  Caufes  and  Cure 

than  the  protruding  Force,  when  by  the 
Arteries  Re-a£Hoai  upon  it,  the  Lentor  is 
fhook,  diflodged,  and  walked  away  into  the 
Veins,  and  ordinary  Courfe  of  Circulation, 
there  continuing  its  Progreis  till  it  is  either 
fitted  for  fome  Secretion  and  Evacuation,  or 
again  lodged  in  the  Capillaries,  to  bring  on 
a  new  Paroxyfm. 

.  i  :  ■  '  i  ■ 

THIS  unequable  Fluxility  of  the  Blood 
ariles  from  two  general  Caufes,  either  from 
Inch  Means  as  diffiinifti  its  Motion,  or 
from  the  Mixture  of  fuch  Particles,  as 
cannot  only  of  themlelves  be  reduced  by 
the  diVefHve  Powers  into  homogeneous 
Dilpofitions  therewith  ^  or  as  have  a  Faculty 
to  put  in  Fufion  fome  Parts  of  the  Mafs, 
and  leave  the  other  thicker  than  before  * 
thefe  sire -particularly  enumerated,  and  their 
Ways  of  Operation  diEinflly  demonffrated 
by  Bellini* 

CONFORMABLE  to  this  Change 
hi  the  Blood,  which  is  the  common  Prom- 
ptuary  of  all  the  other  animal  Fluids,  every 
Thing  feparated  from  it  hath  fome  cor- 
refpondent  Affections  and  the  nervous  Fluid 
in  particular,  which  is  feparated  from  a 
Mafs  io  unequally  fluid,  cannot  but  in  it 

felf 
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feif  have  fome  Parts  too  fine,  and  others 
too  grofs^  befides  the  Inequalities  in  he 
Times  and  Quantities  of  its  Separation - 
from  all  which  the  fame  Author  accounts 


for  thofe  Aife£tions,  terriied  nervous,,  which 
are  the  Concomitants  of  Fevers :  And  iri 


the  Profecution  hereof  he  frequently  fakes 
Occafidn  to  fpeak  of  this  Fluid  to  be  thinj 
iharp,  hot,  fiery,  dry,  dhr.  as  the  faline  and 
rigid  Parts  in  its  Compofidon  are  by  thd 
Diftemper  more  or  lefs  lubdHzed,  or  more 
or  lefs  defrauded  of  its  humid  Parts  by 
Exhalation. 


FURTHERMORE,  in  this  great 
Diforder  of  the  Conftitution,  and  inordinate 
Hurry  and  Colluftation  of  the  Fluids,  fome- 
times  the  Solids  are  maintained  In  their 
Contra&ions  and  Motions,  until  the  Particles 
either  introduced  from  Abroad,  or  gene¬ 
rated  in  the  Body,  which  cannot  be  afiimu- 
lated  into  homogeneous  Qualities,^  are 
thrown  out  of  the  Courfe  of  Circulation 

f.  x  1  .!t 

by  the  natural  Difcharges,  by  Tranfpha- 
tion,  or  by  Abcefces ;  and  the  animal 
Fluids  rehored  to  their  natural  State.  But 
when  Matters  are  brought  to  tins  pals,  it 
happens  that  the  very  Means  of  furri?  o  e 
Perform  may  prove  the  Deflruction  of  many 

S  t  others  % 
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others^  btfcaufe  what  is  thus  critically 
„  thrown  off  by  one,  hath  a  Faculty  of  ex¬ 
citing  the  like  Diforders  in  the  Fluids  of 

another,  when  it  is  inhnuated  into  them  *, 

.•  ■** »  *  ■*  * 

as  a  very  ImaM  Quantity  of  forne  fermen- 
ing  Subbances  will  communicate  its  Effi¬ 
cacies  a  very  great  Way,  and  put  very 
great  Parcels,  of  Fluid  into  the  like  Agita¬ 
tion.  And  this  is  the  Way  by  which  a 
malignant  Fever  comes  to  be  infectious,  and 
a  Pejlilence  changes'  into  a  Contagion }  as 
Bellini  more  largely  explains  it  in  his 
XXVlTlth  Proportion  of  Fevers}  from  the 
whole  of  which  it  is  mamfeft,  as  Dr.  Mead 
hath  exp  re  (fed  it  in  his  fifth  EJfay  of  Poifons, 
that  the  Ej foils  of  the  one  are  the  Cavfe  and  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  other. 

:brij  n't  .•  ■ "  -  -■  >  ' 

T  O  bring  then  this  nearer  to  the  Mat¬ 
ter  .under  Examination,  the  Plague  which  is 
dele ribed  in  the  foregoing  Pages,  was  brief¬ 
ly  and  properly  a  Contagion }  and  by  all 
,  Accounts  of  the  belt  Authority,  That  which 
hath  made  luch  vab  Devabations  in  fome 
Parts  of  France ,  and  now  continues  to  rage 
amongb  them,  to  the  great  Terror  of  their 
Neighbours,  is  alfo  of  the  fame  Kind}  and 
was  brought  to  them  in  Merchandize,  and 
by  a  Ship’s  Crew,  who  were  bek  of  a  pebi- 

lential 
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lential  Difeafe  all  their  Voyage  Home  from 
fome  Parts  of  Turkey  •  in  neither  of  theie 
there  being  any  Manner  of  Fault  chargeable 
upon  the  Air,  or  to  any  other  Caufes  before 
enumerated  in  producing  a  Peftilence . 

THE  Symptoms  of  That  now  Abroad 
are  reported  by  the  be#  Phyficians  among# 
them  to  be  fudden  Fains  in  the  Head7  great 
Loathing  at  Stomach ,  Leaching  to  Vomit ,  Grafter- 
nation ,  wild  Looks ,  trembling  Voice 3  Coldneft  in 
the  extreme  Parts low  unequal  Pulfte3  Paleheft, 
Delirium ,  Convulfions3  Carbuncles ,  Buboes ,  livid 
Veftcations3  purple  Spots7  and  Hemorrhages  *  the  l aft 
are  certain  Forerunners  of  Death .  All  which, 
more  or  lets,  are  the  conflant  Attendants  of 
all  pe#ilential  Tevers^ 


BECAUSE  then  there  is  inch  a  raft 
Difference  between  a  Peft Hence '  arifirg  from 
affignable  Caufes  in  the  Air,  &c.  and  a  Pe - 
ftilence  from  a  Contagion ,  as  to  the  prefervative 
Means  efpecially  again#  them  *7  and  that 
what  we  are  now  in  mo#  Appreheniion  of, 
is  of  the  latter  Kind  -  it  moil  concerns  us 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  Manner  of 
Infe&ion,  as  far  as  we  can  reafbn  about  A- 
gents  fo  extreamly  minute  and  fubtle.  How 
gll  other  Antecedent s  to  a  Teftilence \  exert 

S  3  them* 
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themfelves  in  their  Influences  over  the  ani- 
mal  Q  Economy,  Bellini  has  brought  even  to 
a  Demonft ration  *,  but  as  to  a  Contagion,  he 
fays  little  ^  which  therefore,  as  introdu&o- 
ry  to  fome  following  Remarks,  we  fliafl 
here  infert. 

c  As  this  Coagulation  and  Fufion  may  go 
€  on  fo  far  as  to  fet  at  Liberty,  and  perfpire 
2  through  the  Surface  of  the  Body,  or  with 

*  the  Breath  in  Refpiration,  many  noxious 

*  Particles,  which  may  be  fo  fubtil  and  a- 
€  flive,  as  to  enter  the  cutaneous  Pores  of 
g  other  Perfons,  or  with  that  Air  which 
€  they  draw  in  P  expiration,  and  when  got 

*  into  the  Body,  be  able  to  make  the  lame 
€  Change  in  the  Blood,  both  as  to  its  Coa- 
€  gulation  and  Fufion  j  hence  it  comes  that 

*  fuch  a  Fever  proves  contagious,  which  is 

*  an  infepapable  Requifite  to  a  feftilcntUl 
?  Fever- 

g  But  this  is  not  only  thus  brought  about  \ 
g  but  alfo  the  dilfolved,  and  difperfed  Par- 
5  tides  may  longer  adhere  to  fome  inani- 
42  mate  Bodies  than  others,  as  to  Woollen 

*  and  Linen  Cloaths,  Papers,  &c*  and  theft 
c  particles  may,  by  the  Steam  of  a  living 
f  Body,  cr  by  the  Means  of  any  other  Heat, 
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*  be  put  into  Motion,  fo  as  to  breath  out  of 
c  thofe  Lodgments,  where  they  quietly  re- 
c  fided,  and  obtain  fo  much  Liberty,  and 
&  Aftion  on  all  fides,  as  will  carry  them  into 
c  the  cutaneous  Pores  of  any  Perfons  within 
c  their  Reach,  and  infe£l  them  •,  and  on  this 
c  Account  a  peftilence  may  be  brought  rioni 
$  very  diftant  Countries,  lying  a  long  Time 
€  in  filch  Manner  concealed,  and  then  hidden- 
c  ly  breaking  out}  with  many  other  Cit- 
c  cumftances  of  like  Nature. 


*  BUT  if  thefe  fubtile  and  aTive  Parti* 
c  cles  be  of  that  Nature,  that  they  can  pe- 
c  netrate  the  Pores  of  other  Animas s,  and 

*  occafion  a  like  Coagulation  of  their  Blood, 
€  not  only  Men,  but  Brutes  alfo,  will  be 
€  feized  with  a  P  eft  Hence  }  but  this  does  not 
c  always  very  neceffarily  happen  }  became 
f  the  Blood  of  Animals  is  different  from  hm 
<  mane  Blood,  fo  that  although  thefe  Par- 

*  tides  are  fuppofed  to  get  into  it,  it  does 
«  not  therefore  neceffarily  follow  that  they 


*  muff  vitiate  it,  any  more  than  will  Aqua 

c  Regia  diilolve  all  kinds  of  Metals }  hut 

<  yet  Brutes  of  all  kinds,  or  feme  of  them 

‘  only,  will  be  feized  equally  with  Men, 

«  when  this  fubtile  and  aftive  Ferment, 

£  which  penetrates  the  Surface,  is  oi  t^at 

S  4  I\ature, 
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C  Na  ure3  as  will  taint  the  Blood  of  othe^ 
Animals  with  thofe  fefiilential  Requifites. 

c  A  S  this  kind  of  Contagion  then  can 
eafily  proceed  from  an  infected  Perfbn 
at  a  great  Diftance,  as  often  as  the  noxi¬ 
ous  Particles  can  reach  another  Perfbn, 
and  give  that  Degree  of  Coagulation  and 
Fufion,  as  is  neceffary  to  a  P eft  Hence  ^  the 
more  aggravated  then  will  be  this  Calami¬ 
ty?  and  more  eafily  fpread,  when  a  health- 
l"nl  Per fon  is  near  to  one  already  infeffed  ; 
c  and  yet  much  more  worfe,  if  it  is  in  Con- 
taPc  with  thofe  Parts,  which  more  pi ei> 
tifuhy,  and  with  a  greater  Impetus y  breath 
out  infected  Steams,  as  if  the  Air  arifmg 
from  the  Mouth  and  Lungs,  which  muff 
be  extreamiy  hot,  or  the  Perfpiration  of  k 
Carbuncle  when  it  is  greatly  inflamed : 
c  for  in  this  Cafe  the  exhaling  Particles 
€  will  be  in  their  greatell  Activity  when 
nearefl  tne  recipient  Body,  and  likewife 
more  denfe,  that  is,  more  numerous,  and 
-  confequentiy  of  greateit  Efficacy. 

B  U  1  it  is  not  every  one  that  is  leized 

if  v 

with  a  peflilence  from  Contagion,  by  Means., 
Ql  Steams  exhaling  from  any  particular 
Parts  or  the  Body  *  but  only  when  thefe 
Steams,  and  the  Air  it  ielf  hath  joined 

-  v  c  with, 
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f  with,  and  interfperfed  through  it  Par- 
€  tides  of  vitiated  Faculties:,  and  tjien 
€  this  Kind  ol  Fever  will  eafily  be  communh 
£  cated,  and  necelfarily  enfue,  not  only  on 
f  Account  of  what  gets  into  the  Body  with 
c  the  infpired  Air,  but  becaule  alfo  the  whole 
f  Body  is  furrounded  with  fuch  an  Infeftion, 
c  wherein  the  noxious  Particles  floating  a- 
6  bout  on  all  Sides,  will  endeavour  to  pene- 
1  trate  through  the  Pores  upon  the  Surface, 
c  and  get  that  Way  into  the  Blood  •  for  al- 
c  though  the  Skin  is  thicker  upon  the  Sur- 
€  face  of  the  Body,  than  that  Pellicle  cover- 
c  ing  theVelfels  in  the  Lungs,  and  for  that 
c  Reafon  it  requires  longer  Time  for  fuch 
6  Particles  to  get  that  Way  into  the  Blood, 
c  and  the  Habit  of  the  Body,  yet  it  is  no 
c  Argument  that  they  cannot  get  that  Way 
€  at  all,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Juices. 


BY  this  we  are  able  to  gather,  that  when 
a  Fever  from  fome  Faults  in  the  Non-naturals 
comes  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Malignity, 
it  makes  fuch  a  Change  in  the  animal  Fluids 
as  renders’  fome  Parts  of  them  poifonous,  and 
capable  of  exciting  the  like  fermentative 
Motions,  wherefoever  they  come  into  a  pro¬ 


per  Subject,  without  any  of  thole  proratar- 
aic  Caufes  as  cave  Rile  to  the  Fever  of  the 


fir  ft  Perfon  fei: zed. 
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O  F  what  Nature  then  this  Foilon  is  we 
may  conje&ure  from  the  Circumftances  of 
its  Production.  All  animal  Bodies  do  more 
or  lefs  generate  a  Salt ;  or  rather,  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Strength  of  their  digeftive 
Powers,  do  they  more  or  lefs  fubtilize  the 
faline  Particles  which  are  taken  in  with  their 
neceffary  Nourishment.  This  is  abundantly 
manifest  in  the  Diftillation  of  many  animal 
Subftances,  which  plentifully  yield  a  volatile 
Salt.  But  indeed  in  the  Compofition  of  this, 
in  a  natural  and  healthful  State,  there  is 
joined  a  very  fubtilized  Sulphur  or  Oil j 
which  contempers  and  foftens  it  into  a  Fit- 
nefs  for  the  Purpofes  of  the  O  Economy : 
And  under  this  Modification,  it  becomes 
the  Principle  of  Vitality,  and  the  chief  In- 
ru merit  of  animal  4Clion  ;  not  unlike  what 
this  is  conceived  to  be,  is  the  common  Sal 
volatile  ole o fum y  or  any  other  Spirits  drawn 
from  odorous  Bodies. 

I T  matters  not  what  Names  Perfons 
pleafe  to  diftmguifh  this  by,  in  an  humane 
Body  *,  but  that  fomewhat  of  this  Kind  is 
naturally  the  Produce  of  its  digeftive  Pow¬ 
ers,  in  the  higheft  Degree  of  Comminution 
or  Subtilization  they  are  capable  of  bring¬ 
ing 
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ing  any  Thing  to,  no  one  will  queffion  •  and 
that  thofe  minute  Threads  or  Fibres,  of 
which  the  whole  is  a  Compofition,  are  ani¬ 
mated  by  it  j  or,  to  ipeak  more  ff  ri&ly,  owe 
to  it  their  Elafticity  and  motive  Faculties.. 

I  T  is  hoped,  tjiat  no  one  who  Irath  been 
accuftomed  to  Reafonings  of  this  Nature, 
Ivijl  find  any  Difficulty  in  conceiving  fuch  a 
Difference  of  Principles,  fo  finely  blended 
together,  as  here  fuggeffed  of  a  laiine,  and 
an  oleous,  or  humid  Subffanee :  And  who- 
foever  reads  Bellini ,  or  any  others  who  have 
wrote  in  the  fame  Manner,  will  find  conti¬ 
nual  Regard  had  to  thofe  two  Principles, 
even  in  the  animal  Spirits  ^  for  without  it 
there  can  be  no  Notion  had  of  what  is  fo 
frequently  mentioned,  and  which  by  their 
Effefrs  we  find  muff  be  true  of  them,  that 
they  are  too  dry,  hot,  aftive,  fiery,  and 
the  like  or  too  humid,  vapid,  flugsqih, 
yifcid,  &c.  And  it  is  further  equally  ma- 
nifeff,  that  in  Proportion  to  the  greater  or 
leffer  Degrees  of  Motion  in  thofe  Fluids, 
from  whence  this  fubtile  Gompofition  is 
generated,  and  the  Concuffions  of  thofe 
fine  Threads  into  which  it  is  feparated, 
will  it  err  in  one  or  other  qf  the  foregoing 

Extremes* 

)  ; 

I  N 
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1  N  a  Fever  therefore,  where  the  animal 
Fluids  are  in -the  highefi:  Degree  of  Agita¬ 
tion,  and  from  Caules  too  of  a  coagulating 
Nature,  it  ought  to  be  no  Wonder  that  even 
this  fubtiie  Union  fhould  be  in  lome  Mea« 
lyre  diifolved,  and  the  fofter  and  more  humid 
Parts  broke  and  exhaled,  lb  much  as  to 
leave  the  more  rigid  and  faline  ones  not 
only  unfit  to  lubricate  thofe  Elaftick  Threads 

1  3 

wherein  they  refide,  but  iharp  and  pointed 
enough  to  Simulate,  contracd,  •  and  harden 
them  into  all  Lofs  of  Motion. 

A  S  the  DeftruPtion  likewiie  of  this  Nexm 
in  fo  fubtiie  a  Fluid  leaves  the  faline  Parts 
capable  of  injuring  even  that  O Economy 
which  gave  it  Exigence,  fo  may  its  Volati¬ 
lity  favour  its  Efcape  in  a  great  Meafure  by 
Tranfpiration,  fo  as  to  affeft  alio  other  Fer~ 
fons  within  its  Reach  ^  and  Thefe  with  all 
other  Particles  of  like  Nature,  which,  by  an 
.Over-Agitation,  and  fermentative  Motion  of 
the  animal  Fluids,  are  feparatcd  from  the 
fofter  and  lubricating  Compofitions  with 
which  they  were  naturally  joined,  and  which 
by  their  Volatility  tranfpire  and  float  in  the 
Air,  we  take  to  be  the  true  contaviom  Miaf- 
mat*,  that  convey,  propagate,  and  continue  a 

TefiU 
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Tefiiletice ,  after  the  Caufe  firft  railing  it  ceafes- 

NOR  will  this  leem  ftrange  to  any  who 
aie  accuftomed  to  reflect,  how  many  Sub* 
fiances  are  changeable  into  a  poiibnous  Na« 
ture,  which  before  were  not  only  inoifeniive, 
but  ufeful  to  the  Purpofes  of  Life.  Some 
Minerals,  whofe  faline  Parts  in  their  Pro¬ 
duction  are  naturally  blended  with  good 
Quantities  of  Sulphur,  are  harmlefs,  and 
good  Alterants  j  but  when  by  any  Means  thole 
Principles  are  feparated,  the  faline  Parts  be¬ 
come  ftrong  Emetich  and  Catharticks ,  even  to 
the  Degree  of  a  Poifon.  Who  does  not  know 
that  Antimony  may  be  taken  crude  in  large 
Quantities  without  any  manifeft  EfFeft,  but 
that  the-Chymift  can  take  fomewhat  from 
it,  that  in  few  Grains  fhall  operate  beyond 
the  Power  of  a  ftrong  Conftitution  to  bear  ? 

THOSE  Arrows  of  Death  therefore 
that  make  fuch  dreadful  Slaughter  in  a 
Contagion ,  are  the  animal  Salts  of  infefted 
Perfons,  let  looie  from  their  natural  Combi¬ 
nations,  and  fubtilized  into  the  higheft  De¬ 
gree  of  Volatility,  by  the  Agitation  and  fer¬ 
mentative  Motion  of  a  Fever.  And  the 
Buboes,  Carbuncles,  &c.  in  a  Pcfiihncc ,  are 
nothing  elfe  but  Colleftions  of  Particles,  or 

Coa- 
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Cdalefcences,  formed  in  fuch  irregular  Mc« 
tions,  and  thrown  out  of  the  Courfe  of  Cir¬ 
culation  by  thofe  neceifary  Laws  whereby 
every  Thing  is  re  jelled,  that  cannot  be  a  ffi- 
mijated  into  homogeneous  and  like  Proper¬ 
ties  :  The  Matter  of  which  Excretions  is 
likewii’e  of  fo  fubtile  and  fermenting  a  Na¬ 
ture,  that  if  introduced  into  the  Fluids  of 
another  well  Perfon,  it  excites  there  the 
fame  Motion  and  Diforder. 

T  H I  S  change  of  animal  Subfiances  into 
a  Po'ifon,  is  too  common  a  Truth  to  want 
any  Atteftatio'n  to  thole  who  have  been  but 
indifferently  converfant  in  Natural  Enqui¬ 
ries.  Audit  is  greatly  to  our  Purpofe,  that 
even  thofe  Creatures,  which  are  generally 
deemed  poifonous,  do  require  certain  Degrees 
of  Heat,  and  animal  Aftion,  to  exalt  their 
juices  to  fo  high  a  Degree  of  Volatility  y 
as  to  put  on  the  Properties  of  a  Poifon,  and 
a£l  as  fuch  upon  other  living  Creatures  j  info- 
much  that  it  is  not  only  a  common  Obier- 
vation  that  thefe  Animals  lofe  their  pdifo- 
nous  Nature  when  remov’d  into  Climes  col¬ 
der  than  what  is  natural  to  them,  but  that 
allb  they  are  not  fo  venomous  in  their  own 
Climates,  at  the  cooler  Seafons  of  the  Yeary 
as  in  the  iaoft  fultry* 

a 

BUT 
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BUT  the  Cafe  of  a  mad  Dog  entirely 

comes  up  to  that  of  a  Contagion  from  a 

fever.  When  the  hotter  Seafons  of  the  Year 

throw  that  Creature  into  Madnefs,  it  is  ma- 
£  * 

mfefHy  from  a  great  Increafe  of  Velocity 
and  Motion  in  the  Fluids,  which  brings  on 
what  is  equivalent  to  a  Delirium ,  by  an  addi¬ 
tional  Impetus  upon  the  Brain,  and  for  want  of 
fo  much  Room  through  the  Skin  for  Tran- 
Ipiration,  as  in  Other  Animals*,  the  chief 
Evacuation  is  by  the  Glands  of  the  Mouth  : 
That  is,  in  fhort,  the  Dog  hath  a  Feveiywhich 
breaks  the  natural  Texture  of  the  Juices, 
difengages  and  fubtilizes  the  more  rigid  or  fa- 
lineParts,and  critically  difcharges  them  by  the 
moft  convenient  Outlets  the  Creature  is  fur- 
niihed  with,  changed  into  fuch  a  poifonous  Na¬ 
ture,  that  wherefoever  they  come  to  mix  with 
the  Juices  of  others,  they  excite  in  them  the 
like  inordinate  and  mifchievous  Alterations, 

THIS  Theory  likewife  might  be  further 
illuftrated  by  many  Inftances  from  mamma-* 
ted  Fluids,  which  are  capable  of  being  put 
into  Fermentation  by  a  very  fmall  Portion 
of  Matter,  and  which  iliall  by  fuch  an 
Agitation  from  new  Particles,  or  MolecaD 
having  Properties  of  communicating  the 

fame 
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fame  Effefts  to  another  quiefcent  Fluid  ^  not 
rhuch  unlike  what  we  fee  in  the  Communica¬ 
tion  and  Propagation  of  Fire,  which  is  ex¬ 
cited  and  carried  on  in  proper  Subjefts  from 

the  minuteft  Beginnings,  and  increafing  alfo 

.  » 

in  its  own  Force  as  it  fp  reads; 

■  •  .  .  r  .  ■  ••  -  f  •  ■  v  .  \  '  *  ;r 

•  r  t  f  *  *  t  j 

:  ■  •  f 

WHEN  a  Perfon  therefore  falls  into  a 
Fever  from  any  epidemic,  or  other  more 
private  Caufe,  and  that  Fever  rifes  to  fuch  a 
Degree  of  Malignity  as  is  always  fuppofed 
ill  a  Peftllcnce ,  rts  far  as  any  Effluvia  do  exhale 
from  that  Perfon,  fo  far  may  he  be  laid  to 
have  round  him  a  contagious  and  poifonous 
Atmofflhere  Becaufe  there  tranfpires  from  him 
ilich  Particles  as  will  excite  in  other  Animals 
of  like  ConfKtution,  the  fame  fermentative 
Motions  as  thole  to  which  they  owe  their 
dwn  Origin. 

\  • 

A  LT  H  O  U  G  H  therefore,  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  epidemical  Dileafes,  and  during  the 
Subfiftence  of  their  common  Caufes,  parti- 
cular  Regard  is  to  be  had  to  thefe  Caufes^ 
and  the  Manner  whereby  they  affeft  the  Peo¬ 
ple  *  yet  when  it  is  come  tothispafs,  that 
the  Fever  it  felf  is  produ&ive  of  a  Poifon,  or 
fomewhat  intirely  di  [agreeable,  that  commu¬ 
nicates  the  fame  Imprefftons  upon  others, 

without 
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without  any  Concurrence  of  the  firft  Caufei 
then  fuch  a  Fever  is  truly  a  Peftilence  by 
Contagion,  and  all  precautionary  Regards 
ought  peculiarly  to  be  fuited,  to  prevent  its 
Infe&ion  or  Spreading  ^  either  by  keeping 
the  well  Subje&s  clear  from  the  lick,  or  de- 
ftroying  the  Influence  of  the  poifonous  Ex¬ 
halations,  or  fortifying  the  found  again#  it„ 
But  to  thele  Ends,  it  is  neceffary  to  have 
fome  tolerable  Notion  of  the  Manner  how 
thefe  fecret  Ceftroyers  are  continued,  and 
conveyed  to  great  Diftances® 

THE  moft  common  Manner  of  convey¬ 
ing  and  fpreading  a  Contagion,  t>blervabl$ 
in  the  preceding  hiftorical  Collett  ions,  and 
which  alfo  is  the  Cafe  of  our  prefent  Ap- 

prehenlions  from  Abroad,  is  by  infetted  Per- 

,  * 

fons,  and  Merchandize  j  it  being  attefled  by 

•  ’  r 

too  many  Fatts  to  admit  of  the  lea#  Doubt^ 
that  even  Packs  and  Bails  of  Goods  carry 
the  poiftmcms  Afiafmata  about  with  them  ^ 
and  from  the  Nature  that  we  here  fuppofe 
this  Poifon  to  be  of,  nothing  is  more  likely 
to  prefer ve  it  than  animal  Subftances,  as 
Hair,  Wool,  Leather,  Skins,  &c.  becaufe  the 
very  Marnier  of  its  Produttion,  and  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  its  Origin,  feems  to  give  it  a  greater 

Affinity  with  iiich  Subftances  than  any 

r,Y  other, 
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other,  and  to  difpofe  it  to  reft  therein  until 
by  Warmth,  or  any  other  Means  of  Diflodge- 
nient,  it  is  put  into  Motion,  and  raffed 
again  into  the  ambient  A ir^ 

T  ©  know"  how  thefe  Effluvia  doHne  to3 

have  fuch  fatal'  Influences  over  Mankind, 

*  •  *  ...» 

and  to  underhand  their  Progreifion  from 
the  firft  Seizure,  to  the  End  of  that  Dh 
ftemper  they  gave  Birth  to,  requires  too* 
many  Precognita  from  the  Mechanifm  of  the' 
animal  ©Economy,  and  the  Agency  of  fuch 
minute  Inftruments,  to  be  particular  about,  in 
the  Compafs  here  limited.  And  a  Reader 
Vho  is  duly  fitted  for  fuch  Enquiries,  will 
find  the  utmoft  .Satisfaction  from  Bellini  of 
Fever  and  Dr.  Fide  ad,  of  Poifons  j  how  the 
Blood,  and  all  the  Secretions  therefrom,  are 
affefted,  and  changed  by  fuch  Caufes. 

W  E  fliall  here  therefore  only  fuggeft 
thrne  Hints  concerning  the  Suddennefs  of 
their  Seizure,  and  their  Energy  of  Opera* 
tiou.  And  this  will  not  be  difficult  to  con* 
reive  by  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  that 
uni  verbal  Property  of  Matter,  whereby  it  is 
more  or  lefs  determined  to  draw,  and  unite 
again,  when  feparated  into  Parcels,  according 
to  the  greater  or  leffer  Affinities  of  their 
figures,  Solidities,  and  Quantities  of  Motion. 

As 
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As  nothing  therefore  in  Nature  is  fuppofed  to 
bear  a  greater  Similitude,  than  in  this  Cafe 
the  natural  animal  Salts  do  with  what 
hath  been  fubtilized  and  fet  on  Float  in 
the  Air,  it  can  be  no  Wonder  that  when  the 
Ambient  is  fated  with  the  latter,  they  rea¬ 
dily  join  With  the  former,  as  foon  as  they 
are  received  into  the  Body,  And  this  is  fup- 
ported  by  the  Authority  e\ren  of  Selling 
who  allows,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  XXVlllth 
Propofim ,  that  the  Antecedents  to  a  peftilen- 
lential  Fever  do  fometimes  vitiate  the  'Spi¬ 
rits  immediately  in  Quality.'’ 

■  >  '  '  •  ;  l  .•  •  •  '  ■  •  •  '•  *  <  =  ;  • 

*-  -  •  •  i.  *  1  A  * 

A  S  the  ordinary  COurfe  therefore  of 
producing  Fevers  is  by  difordering  the  Blood 
firft  in  Quality,  with  fuch  Mixtures  as  coagu¬ 
late  it,  that  is,  as  make  it  unequally  fluid,' 
fome  Parts  being  thinner,  and  others  thicker 
than  natural  •,  fo  by  thele  extreamly  fubtile 

(  '  i  -  .  t 

‘  Effluvia 7  in  a  Contagion ,  the  Spirits  are  deftroy- 
ed  in  their  natural  Texture*  and  the  more 
rigid  and  la  line  Parts,  by  a  Combination  with 
the  venomous  Spicula,  changed  into  Difpofi* 
tions  detaitlive  of  that  Conftitution  they 
were  before  defined  to  preferve.  Whole- 
ever  then  confiders  what  mult  be  the  neceha* 
ry  Confequences  of  fuch  an  immediate  De¬ 
pravation  and  Change  in  that  Fluid*  ivhich 

T  a  is 


*  -:t 


1 7 6  The  Caufes  and  Cure 

-is  an  abfolute  Requfite  to  all  animal  Adion, 
will  not  at  all  wonder  at  any  of  the  Affe- 
^dions  which  are  commonly  enumerated  as 
the  Concomitants  of  a  Contagion  ^  and  a  tole¬ 
rable  Acquaintance  with  the  OEconomy,,  by 
the  Help  Specially  of  the  Authors  before 
referred  to  on  Fevers  and  Poifens?  will-  enable 
any  one  to  account  feverally  for  their  Pro¬ 
duction. 


.  n  •  .  . ly,;  . 

i  4  A  _  L  i  *  -  ’  i, 

rr,  THIS  then  being  the  Cafe  of  a  Contagion? 
that  a  Perfon  having  a  Fever,  critically  throws 
off  poifonous  Effluvia y  which  were  generated 
during  fuch  irregular  Motions  of  the  animal 


Fluids,  infomuch  as  to  diffufe  for  fome  Di- 


dance  round,  what  will  infed  other  Perfons 
within  their  Reach  ^  and  that  fo  many  have 
got  this  Infedion,  that  no  Part  of  the  Air, 
for  fome  Trad  of  the  Country  together,  is 
free  from  them  *,  the  poifonous  j4tmofeheres , 
if  they  may  be  fo  termed,  of  the  infeded, 
extending  and  mixing  into  one  univerfal,  com¬ 
mon  Contagion  ~  this,  I  fay,  being  the  Cafe 
here  under  Examination,  why  any  at  all  fur- 
vive,  muff  be  owing  either  to-  the  Goodnefs 
of  their  Confutation,  or  to  proper  Means  to 
defend  againft  its  Infedion,  or  to  conquer  it 
when  received  *,  which  naturally  brings-  us  to 
confider  thefe  two  important  Ends,  of  Prefer- 
*  vat  ion  and  Cure .  AS 


A  S  for  the  Brft  of  thefe,  the  common 
Experience,  of  meaner  People  being  moftly 

carried  off,  admoniihes  all  to  live  upon  as  nut- 

/ 

tritive  and  generous  a  Diet  as  can  be  procured  • 
and  fuch  Things  as  not  only  yeild  due  Nou¬ 
rishment,  but  Plenty  of  Spirits,  and  what 
eafily  perfpires.  For  there  are  many  Things 
of  good  Nourifhment,  that  are  not  eafily  per- 
ipired  ^  fuch  as  all  light  and  vifeid  Subftan- 
ces,  as  Pork,  Fifh,  and  the  like,  which  there¬ 
fore  are  very  apt  to  go  into  Fermentation, 
and  generate  Corruption  •  in  fhort,  whatever 
even  the  common  People  have  Notions  of, 
as  apt  to  bring  Surfeits,  ought  to  be  avoided, 
and  fuch  Means  of  Subfiffance  complied  with, 
as  generate  a  warm,  rich  Blood  •,  and  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Ways  of  Living  at  other 
Times,  fhould  every  one,  except  thofe  who 
accuftom  themfelves  to  Riot  and  Excefs, 
indulge  himfeif  at  a  higher  Rate* 

i 

ROASTED  Meats  are  by  all  preferred 
to  boiled,  and  if  Pickles  and  high  Sauces  are 
ever  to  be  encouraged,  it  is  on  thefe  Occaii- 
ons  *,  and  Gar  lick.  Shallot ,  Onions ,  &c.  are  ex- 
treamly  ferviceable,  and  preferable  to  the 
hot,  dry,  fpicy  Seafonings,  becaufe  their 
pungent  Volatility  feems  naturally  covered 

T  3  Wi th 
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\ 

with  a  Softnefs,  or  balfamick  Quality,  more 
agreeable  to  the  Nature  of  animal  Spirits. 
To  which  Pqrpofe  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  in  the  Hiftories  of  many  Peftilences, 
Notice  is  frequently  taken  of  the  Exemption 
of  Jews,  and  People  who  deal  much  in  fuch 
Fare,  from  Infeftion.  And  it  is  cuftomary 
with  fome  experienced  Sailors,  to  lay  in 
great  Stores  of  Rich  Things  again#  their  Ar¬ 
rival  at  inferred,  and  unwholfome  Countries. 

THERE  is  alfo  a  very  ftri£t  Regard 
to  be  had  to  the  Firmnefs  and  Strength  of 
the  Solids,  which  is  greatly  affifted  by  mo* 
derate  Exerciles,  but  carefully  avoiding  too 
much,  and  every  Thing  that  occafions  too 
great  an  Expence  of  Spirits  at  a  Time, 
and  particularly  by  ever- Warmth.  But  to 
this  Purpofe  I  cannot  conceive  any  Thing 
more  ierviceable  than  frequent  Immerfion  in 
cold  Water,  fo  that  the  Times  of  ftayine;  in 
are  as  fhort  as  po liable,  the  Good  received 
hereby  being  chiefly  in  the  fir#  Shudder 
and  Conftriflion  ^  and  it  is  particularly  to  be 
remembred,  tho?  the  preceding  Author  hath 
omitted  it,  that  Watermen,  and  others,  whofe 
Occafions  imployed  them  much  upon  the 
River,  and  in  the  Cold,  fuffered  lea#  in  the 
late  Sicknefs.  The  Ufe  of  Vinegar ,  and  other 
Jcids}  are  alfo  of  Service  for  the  like  Intention. 

YET 


of  peftilentid  Difeafes .  tyf 

YET  betides  the  Helps  for  this  End  from 
common  Diet,  and  Way  of  Living,  A  ltiti:arn 
ees  may  alfo  be  had  from  Medicinal  Prefer* 
vatives,  fuch  as  thofe  commonly  termed  An* 
tidotesy  contifting  of  fpicy  yolatile  Particles, 
which  afford  a  natural  Pabulum  to  the  animal 
Spirits,  and  by  carrying  into  the  whole  Habit 
a  tine  fubtle  Oil,  the  better  fecurethem  againft 
thofe  Contagions  SpicuU  which  are  in  Readi** 
nefs  to  mix  with  them  and  for  this  Purpofe, 
we  are  furnifhed  with  a  moti:  elegant  and 
ufeful  Medicine,  tince  many  Authors  of  Note 
have  wrote  on  this  SubjeO:,  which,  is  the 
Sal  Volatile  Oleofum ,  if  it  be  well  loaded 
with  the  effential  Oils  of  Spicy  Ingredients  ? 
although  indeed  with  fome  Conffitutions 
more  fetid  Compofitions  are  very  luitable*,but 
they  all  agree  in  carrying  into  the  Habit  feme- 
what  that  both  recruits,  and  guards  theSpirits 
againti:  any  foreign  Mixture,  or  from  unnatu¬ 
ral  Separations  of  their  faline  and  humidParts. 
And  to  the  fame  End,  in  robuft  Confuta¬ 
tions,  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  fare  hatd, 
the  Spirit  or  Oil  of  Turpentine  frequently 
drank  in  fmall  Dofes  might  be  a  great  Means 
to  prefer ve  the  poorer  Sort  from  Infection* 

T  4  PS* 
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BECAUSE  former  Writers  on  thefe  O^ca-r 
Eons  have  given  Formula  of  things  of  this  kind, 
much  more  prolix  and  inelegant  than  the 
prefent  Practice  is  accuftomed  to,  it  may 
not  perhaps  be  unacceptable  to  give  two 
or  three  Examples  more  conformable  to  the 
latter.  But  becaufe  I  judge  fuch  general  Pre- 
fcriptions  rather  of  Prejudice  than  Service, 
when  they  come  haftily  and  inadvertently  to 
be  required  by  the  common  People,  I  can¬ 
not  but  think  it  much  better  to  leave  fuch 
to  be  ordered  and  regulated  according  to  par¬ 
ticular  Perfons  Conftitutions  and  Exigencies. 

AS  to  thole  prefervative  Means  which  a 
Government  only  have  the  Power  to  provide, 
they  mu  ft  likewife  be  left  to  thoie  who  have 
thatPower,but,  with  due  Submiftion  to  fuch,it 
is  conceived  that  removing  infe&ed  Perfons  is 
a  much  eafier  and  fafer  Care,  than  Jhutting 
them  up  in  great  Towns :  And  it  was  certain¬ 
ly  the  greateft  Error  committed  in  the  late 
Plague  here,  as  our  Author  above  grievoufly 
complains, to  confine  the  Tick  and  well  together.' 

IT  feems  a  Point  yet  in  Difpute,  whe¬ 
ther  great  Fires  at  fuch  a  Time  are  of  Service 
©r  hurtful,  which  to  me  is  fomewhat  wonder¬ 
ful,  becaufe  whofoever  confiders  the  Keceft 
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fity  for  Air  in  Refpiration,  and  by  what 
Quality  it  becomes  of  fuch  real  Service  to 
the  Prefervation  of  Life,  cannot  think  fuch 
Fires  proper,  becaufe  they  defiroy  that  very 
Property  in  the  Air,  which  is  demonftrable  by 
innumerable  Experiments.  As  to  the  Difii- 
pation  indeed  of  pefiilential  Vapours,  or 
their  Deftru£tion  in  any  Manner,  they  un*r 
doubtedly  may  do  Service,  but  then  that 
ought  to  be  done  at  va fi  Difiances  only  from 
where  People  inhabit.  And  what  Fires  com- 
monOccafions  require  at  fuchTimes,are  rather 
to  be  made  with  fuch  Subftances  as  abound 
with,  and  yield  a  nitrous  Salt,  becaufe  that 
feems  to  be  the  chief  Support  of  the  vital 
Property  in  the  Air,and  fuch  are  our  common 
Coals }  for  every  one  knows  how  much  more 
all  Wood-Fires  are  fuffocating,  and  give  a 
Languor,  and  Flatnefs  to  the  Spirits* 

PRESERVATIVE  Fumigations  are 
largely  talked  of  by  all,  on  thefe  Occafions, 
and  they  with  good  Reafon  deferve  to  be 
praSifed,  becaufe  while  the  Poilbn  is  on  Float 
in  the  Air,  it  may  undoubtedly  be  entangled 
fo  as  to  lofe  its  Power  of  a  fling  as  fuch  *, 
but  then  for  this  Purpofe  fuch  Things  ought 
to  be  ufed  as  exhale  very  fubtile  Sulphurs, 
as  the  fpicy  Drugs  and  Gums*,  And  on  this 

Ac- 
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Account  I  fufpefl  Wood-Fires  to  be  ba d, 
becaufe  they  raife  into  the  Air  a  very  groft 
and  vifcid  Humidity,  which  is  not  only  very 
tsnfit  to  lay  hold  on,  and  unite  with,  the  ex- 
treamly  minute  A  gents  that  are  to  be  provided 
againff,  but  alfo  carry  into  the  Lungs  with 
the  Air  in  Refpiration,  fuch  Particles,  as 
difpofe  of  themfelves  to  V  i  fc  id  it  ies,  and  fuch 
Changes  in  the  Blood,  as  are  the  Production 
of  the  word  Fevers,  without  any  other  co-¬ 
operating  Caufe  *,  for  the  Fire  only  forces  out 
that  Moihure,  which,  while  a  Tree  is  in  its 
Growth,  naturally  perfpires  from  it }  and  how 
an  Air  fo  impregnated  is  like  to  be  of  Service 
again#  a  Peftilence,  any  one  may  foon  be  a 
judge,  who  confiders  thofe  Kinds  of  Fevers 
which  are  moft  commonly  epidemical  in 
wood-land  Countries. 

SUCH  Drugs  however  as  are  from  a 
vegetable  Production, and  abound  with  fubtile, 
volatile  Parts,  are  of  Service  to  be  exhaled 
into  the  Air  this  way,  both  by  their  Fitnefs 
to  join  with,  and  cover  thofe  venomous  Sficula 
that  are  on  float  ^  and  to  mix  with  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Fluids  by  Refpiration  and  Infinuation 
into  the  Pores,  whereby  they  convey,  as  it 
were,  an  Antidote,  wherefoever  the  Poifon  is 
able  to  penetrate,  and  which  grofier  Va¬ 
pours  can  by  no  means  do*  OF 


O  F  this  kind  are  cheifly  St  or  ax,  Benjamin, 
frankincenfe,  and  all  the  Aromatick  Roots  and 
Woods }  and  amongfl  them  all,  I  cannot  think 
the  Smell  of  Tar ,  Fitch ,  &c.  is  inferior  in 
any  Refpefts, where  its  Scent  is  not  particular., 
iy  offer, five. And  thefe  Things  Ihould  he  burnt 
at  fuch  Diftances  of  Time  from  each  other, 
that  the  Air  may  be  always  fenfibly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  them, 

BUT  as  fome  have  fad  Apprehenfions 
from  the  Air  being  Fill,  and  as  it  were  fta*- 

_  <D 

nant  at  fuch  Times,  and  not  without  good 
Realon,  as  it  favours  the  Colle&ion  of  poifo- 
lious  Effluvia ,  apd  aggravates  an  Infection.;  for 
the  Prevention  of  which,  it  is  propofed  a t 
certain  Intervals  to  fire  off  great  Guns,  and 
the  like  :  I  cannot  but  imagin,  that  for  this 
End,  it  would  be  much  more  effectual  to  let 
off  fmall  Parcels  of  the  common  Pulvis  Ful- 
minans ,  in  fuch  Openings  of  a  large  Town,  as 
Squares  and  Market-Places  ^  for  whofoever 
hath  been  accuffomed  to  any  Experiments 
with  this  Compofition,  muff  have  perceived 
a  much  greater  Shock  given  to  the  Air  by  its 
Explofion,  than  by  the  largefi  Pieces  of  Ord¬ 
nance  ^  infomuch  that  if  any  Objection  can 
lie  againft  the  Practice  of  this  in  London , 

ihould 
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Should  there  be  Occafion,  it  is  the  craiie  Corn 
ditioii  of  the  City  Buildings,  which  perhaps 
may  not  well  Rand  its  Shocks,  were  they  t© 
be  made  with  good  Quantities  of  it  at  a  time. 


THE  Matter  likewife  of  this  Compofition 
in  fome  Meafure  befpeaks  its  Ufefulnefs  for 
thefe  Purpofes  on  other  Accounts,  befides  its 
FJafiick  Force,  becaule  it  diffufes  into  the  Air 
great  Quantities  of  that  nitrous  Salt,  which 
is  known  to  add  much  to  its  Semceablenefs 
in  Life  :  And  whofoever  conhders  how  much 
cheaper  this  is  to  be  procured,  and  how  much 
eafier  pra&ifed  than  the  firing  off  Guns,  eipe- 
cially  in  the  Middle  of  great  Towns,  cannot 
but  be  defirous  to  try  it,  in  Cafe  of  fuch  Ca- 
lamities  as  are  now  with  too  much  Reafbn 
feared }  it  may  not  therefore  be  unaccepta¬ 
ble  to  give  its  Compofition  here. 

Sal.  Nitri  Paries  iij.  Sal.  7 art  an  F.  ij.  Sid- 
f  hurls  F.  j.  optime  mifceantur  in  Aiortario^  par  km 
tepefaFtOj  o  f  trvetur  ad  ufuum  vafe  bene  obturate. 

THI  S  is  order’d  in  a  warm  Mortar,  and 
to  be  kept  clofe,  becaufe  the  Salt  of  Tartar  is 
apt  to  imbibe  a  Moifhire  from  the  Air,whicfi 
hinders  its  Explofion.  A  Drachrq  or  two 

put  in  as  dole  a  Heap  as  poffible  upon  an 

Iron 
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tfcm  Plate  over  any  Fire,  will  in  a  little  Tims’ 
go  off  with  a  Report  and  ConculTion  beyond 
that  of  any  Gun  whatfoever  ^  lo  that  in  a 
calm  Seafon,  and  an  infe&ed  Air,  great  Ser^ 
vices  may  undoubtedly  be  had  from  its  fre¬ 
quent  Pra&ice. 


A  S  to  the  curative  Part  in  fuch  a  terrible' 
Vifxtation,.  it  cannot  be  expelled  that  Rules 
can  be  given  fuitable  to  every  one’s  Cafe  but 
by  fiich  as  attend  upon  them  \  and  the  mod:  that 
can  be  in  general  laid  down  to  this  Purpofe^ 
may  be  collefted  from  the  preceding  Trea- 
t ife  of  Dr.  Hodges .  Although  as  to  the 
Choice  of  j4lexifharmkhy  they  are  certainly 
bed  that  are  mod  fubtile,  and  capable  of  be** 
ing  carried  by  the  Courfe  of  Circulation  into 
the  fined  Recedes  of  the  Conditution,  w  here¬ 
unto  it  is  manifed  the  extream  Subtilty  of 
the  pedilential  Poifon  is  capable  to  enter : 
And  amongd  all  of  this  Clafs,  I  take  Camfhire 
to  be  much  the  more  preferable ;  which  there¬ 
fore  I  would  propofe  not  only  to  be  repeated 
in  proper  Dofes  to  an  infe£ied  Per  fen,  till  a 
due  Crifs  is  obtained,  but  alfo  now  and  then 
given  to  thofe  who  are  well,  by  way  of  Pro* 
vention.  And  becaufe  fome  Per  fens,  not- 
withdanding  what  has  been  before  faid,  will 
be  pkaled  with  fome  general  Formula  to  thefe 

Pu^ 
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Purpofes,  the  following  are  offered  to  be 
complied  with,  or  varied,  at  every  one’s  Dif- 
tretion,  who  is  a  Judge  of  fuch  Matters. 

A/ 

Confer v.  Rutay  Flor.  Rorifmdr .  ana  %  j.  Spe± 
ties  diambra  fine  odor  at  is  Z  j.  Balfam .  e  Mechd- 
Z  fs.  pulv.  Croci  angl.  9  j.  Syr,  Balfam .  q.  f  ui 
F.  Ele&uarium ,  quant  it  at  em  N.  M. 

omni  maney  &  hora  fomni  fuperbibendo  Hauftu « 
/z*W2  Fh/i  Lisbonenfis ,  Hifpanici ,  tepcfaBi. 

To  the  Night  Dole  of  this,  may  be  added 
fome  times  2  or  3  Grains  of  Camphire ,  efpe- 
cially  if  a  Peyfon  feels  any  Indifpofition  that 
requires  a  breathing  Sweat,  fome  may  per¬ 
haps  like  the  following  better. 

Conf.  Rut  a  3  j.  Mithrid .  ^  fs.  Pulv.  Foh 
Stordij  Z  j.  r^.  Contrayerv .  Serpent arij  V irgin. 
r>  fs.  S^/.  Piper ar.  Croci  angl.  ana  9  j.  Syr, 

Balfam.  q.  f  ut  f.  EleB.  fumend.  codem  modo . 

Or, 

Co?i fell.  Tracaftorij Melley  Mithrid . 

3  fs.  Boli  veri ,  7hr<e  Japon.  anar  Z  ).  Caflor.  Salis 
fuedn.  Croci  angl.  ana  9  j.  ConfeB.  Alkerm.  fine 
odor  at  is  q.  f.  ut  F.  EleBuarium  ad  ufum  pradiBum , 

precipice  h±  fomni 


BESIDES 


BESIDES  a  precautionary  Ufe  of 
thefe  with  proper  Diluters,  and  under  the 
DireOrion  of  thofe  who  are  Judges*  fome 
Security  may  poffibly  be  had  from  odorife¬ 
rous  Subftances  to  fmell  to,  efpecially  at  a 
Time  of  converfing  with  the  infefted »  for 
which  Purpofe  I  know  of  nothing  fo  grate^ 
ful  and  efficacious,  as  the  Volatile  Sal  Armo - 
miacj  well  impregnated  with  the  eflential 
Oils  of  Aromatick  Ingredients,  and  as  it  is 
to  be  procured  dry,  to  be  kept  in  fmall 
Bottles, from  a  careful  Di filiation  of  the  com-* 
tnon  Sal  Volatile  Gleofum .  But  if  in  any  Cafes 
more  fetid  Subftances  are  preferable,  Com- 
pofitions  may  be  eafily  made  of  fuch  from 
Vue,  Feather  few,  Galhanum ,  Afa-fietida,  and  the 
like  *  for  thefe, with  fome  Perfons  agree  better 
than  more  grateful  Scents » 

FREQUENTLY  to  diffolvte  in  the  Moutk 
the  following  Lozenges,  or  fomething  like 
them,  I  alfo  imagine  may  be  of  Service  - 
efpecially  to  thofe  who  are  converfant  in  in- 
fefted  Places. 

*V  “V 

5 1  Boll  vert  oft.  g  j.  Terra  Japon.  3Tij.  CoraL 
rub.  Afar  gar  it,  opt.  Uvigctt.  Flor.  Ben  ana  5  j.  Is® 
<*l~Cinnam»gut.'&  ij.  Sawhar*  albif.  lib.  j.  A  face  lag. 

Gum* 


i$8  The  Caufes  and  Cure ,  See. 

Gum .  7 Iragachtth.  iti  aq.  Rofar.  Bam.  q.  f  form . 
Troch.  ad  ufum  fr&dittunu  For  tliofe  who  like 
it,  may  be  added  fome  j4mbergreafe  j  enough 
to  give  a  light  Scent  of  it* 

PRESERV  AT  O  R  Y  Evacuations 
ail  kinds  are  much  difputed  in  thefe  Cafes, 
and  not  worth  our  particular  Regard  in 
this  Place  *,  for  thus  much  is  plain  to 
all  who  who  are  competent  Judges  in  fuch 
Matters,  that  but  very  few  Circumftances 
can  juftifie  them  *,  becaufe  every  Evacua- 
tion,  unlefs  that  of  Perfpiration,  gives  more 
Liberty  for  any  Thing  noxious  without, 
to  infmuate  into  the  Poresj  as  there  is 
made  thereby  lefs  Refinance  to  its  AdmiiE- 
on  •  not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  the  Danger 
in  fiich  a  Pra£Hce,  by  lelfening  at  the  fame 
Time  the  Quantities  of  Spirits  and  Strength, 
which  cannot  but  be  mifehievous  :  And  par¬ 
ticularly  ought  all  Perfons  at  fuch  Times 
to  avoid  too  lax  a  Temper  of  Body  ^  for 
which  Purpofe,  thefe  prefervatory  Means 
juft  hinted  at,  moflly  tend  to  aftringe  the 
Bowels,  and  increafe  Perfpiration* 


F  I  N  I  S. 
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A  Table  c 

1  N  T  H  E 

■everal  Pariflies  within  the  Bills  of  Morta¬ 
lity  of*  the  City  of  L  0  N 

For  the  Year  i66<. 


*•  h 


ST .  A  lbans  Woodftreet 
St.  Alhallovvs  Barkiil  - 
St.  Alhallovvs  Breadftreet- 
St.  Alhallovvs  the  Great  - 
St.  Alhallovvs  Honey-lane  - 
St.  Alhallovvs  the  Lets 


St.  A 1  hallow  s  Lom ba rdft reet 
St.  Alhallovvs  Staining 
St.  Alhallovvs  the  Wall 

St.  Alphage - — 

St.  Andrew  Hubbard— 


St.  Andrew  Underihaft — 
St.  Andrew  W ardrobe  — 

St.  Anno  Alderfgate - - 

St.  Anne  Black-Friers  — 

St.  Antholins - — 

St.  Auftins - - - -  — 


St.  Bartholomew  Exchange 

St.  Bennet  Finch - 

St.  Bennet  Grace-church  — 

St.  Bennet  Pauls  Wharf - 

St.  Bennet  Sherehog  - - 

St.  Botolph  Billinfgate  - 

Chrift  Church - - - 


Sr.  Chriftophers - 

St.  Clements  Eaftcheap - - 

St.  Dionys  Back-church - 

St.  Dunitans  in  the  Eaft  - — 
St.  Edmunds  Lombardftreet 

St.  Ethelborough - 

St.  Faiths  — - . — - 

St.  Fofters  - - - 

St.  Gabriel  Fenchurch - 


in  era's 

Flag. 

200 

121 

5*4 

33C 

35 

16 

455 

426 

10 

5 

239 

1 75 

90 

62 

185 

1 1 2 

500 

356 

271 

”5 

7i 

25 

274 

189 

476 

308 

282 

197 

652 

467 

58 

35 

43 

20 

73 

51 

47 

22 

57 

41 

355 

172 

1 1 

1 

83 

50 

653 

467 

60 

47 

38 

20 

78 

27 

265 

1 5° 

7C 

36 

*95 

106 

1 04 

70 

H4 

io5 

69 

39 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

Sr. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 


George  Botolph-lane 
Gregories  by  Pauls 
Helens - - 


A7!?;  of  Funerals 


James  Dukes-place  - 

James  Garlickhith  - 

John  Baptift  Walbrook 

John  Evangelift  - 

John  Zachary - 

Katherine  Coleman-ftreet 
Katherine  Cree-church 
Lawrence  Jewry 


Lawrence  Pountney  — 
Leonard  Eaftcheap 
Leonard  Fofter-lane 
Magnus 


Margaret  Lothbury 
Margaret  Moles  — 
Margaret  New  Filhl 
Margaret  Pattons  - 
Mary  Abchurch 


Mary  Aldermanbury 
Mary  A 1  dermary  — 
Mary-le-Bow  — - — 

Mary  Bothaw - — 

Mary  Colechurch  — 
Marv  FI  ill 


Mary  Mou  nthaw  — 
Mary  Somerfet  — 
Mary  Staini'igs  — •  - 
Mary  Woolchurch 
Mary  Wool  noth  ■— 


Martins  Ironmonger-lane 


41 

37  S 
108 

26  Z 

1 89 
138 
9 

85 

2  99 
335 
94 
214 


Flag. 

o 


St.  Martins  Ludgate 
232!  St.  Martins  Orgats  ~ 
7  5 1  St.  Martins  Outwich  - 
*9°j  St.  Martins  Vintrey  - 
1 1 8! 

83' 


No.  of  Funeral:. 


54 
213 
201 
48 
1 40 


In  the  97  Parijhes  within  the  Walls,  Total  of  the  Funerals  15207  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  9887. 


St.  Andrew  Holborn - 

St.  Bartholomew  the  Great 
St.  Bartholomew  the  Lefs 

St.  Bridget - 

Bridewel  Precinft 


St.  Botolph  Alderfgate 


5958 

3103 

493 

344 

193 

139 

21 1 1 

1427 

230 

179 

997 

755 

St.  Botolph  Aldgate, - 

St.  Botolph  Biihopfgate  — 
St.  Dunftans  in  the  Weft  — 

St.  George  Southwark  - - 

St.  Giles  Cripplegate  - - 

St.  Olaves  Southwark  — — 


42 

27 

335 

255 

103 

30 

100 

66 

38 

25 

1 14 

66 

49 

'  24 

99 

54 

1 8 1 

109 

i°5 

75 

64 

3* 

55 

30 

17 

6 

94 

64 

5^ 

37 

342 

2  62 

47 

27 

<55 

33 

75 

38 

21 

1 1 

<-» 

to 

O 

4926 

4°5! 

3464 

2500 

958 

665 

1613 

T  26o 

8069 

4838 

4793 

2785 

St.  Matthew  Friday-ftreet 
St.  Maudlins  Milk-ftreet  — 
St.  Maudlins  Old  Fiih-ftreet 

St.  Michael  Balftfhaw - 

St.  Michael  Cornhil  - - - — 

St.  Michael  Crooked-lane 

St.  Michael  Queenhith - 

St.  Michael  Quern - 

St.  Michael  Royal 


St.  Michael  Woodftreet 
St.  Mildred  Bread-ftreet 
St.  Mildred  Poultrey  — 

St.  Nicholas  Aeons  - - 

St.  Nicholas  Coleabby  — 

St.  Nicholas  Olaves - 

St.  Olaves  Hart-ftreet  — 
St.  Olaves  Jewry  - — 


St.  Olaves  Silver-ftreet- 
St.  Pancras  Soper-lane  ■ 

St.  Peters  Cheap  - - 

St.  Peters  Cornhil 


St.  Peters  Pauls  Wharf  - 
St.  Peters  Poor 


St.  Stephens  Coleman-ftreet 

St.  Stephens  Walbrook - 

St.  Swithins - - - 

St.  Thomas  Apoftle  - - 

Trinity  Pariih - 


1 96 
1 10 
cc 
417 
24 

44 

17C 

253 

104 

179 

203 

44 

152 

122 

59 

68 

46 

1 2  5 
90 

237; 

5-4 

250 

30 

61 

136 

114 

79 

560 

34 

93 

i<*3 

1 1 5 


Flag  i 
128 

71 

34 
349 

6 

22 

121 

164 

52 

133 
122 
18 
I  16 
62 
26 

46 
28 
91 
62 

I60 

32 

*32 

Ts 

35 
76 
86 

47 
39* 

17 
56 
1 10 

79 


St.  Saviours  Southwark  ^ 

St.  Sepulchres  _ . _ 

St.  Thomas  Southwark  - 
Trinity  Minories 


At  the  Pefthoufe - 


4235 

4509 

475 

168 

159 


3446 

2746 

371 

123 

156 


In  the  1 6  Parijhes  without  the  Walls ,  Total  of  the  Funerals  41351  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  28888. 


St.  Giles  in  the  Fields 
Plackney  Pariih 


St.  lames  Clerkenwel  —  — 
St.  Katherines  T ower  — 


4457 

3216 

232 

132 

1  863 

*377 

956 

601 

Lambeth  Pariih. - 

St.  Leonards  Shoreditch  — 
St.  Magdalens  Bermondfey 
St.  Mary  Newington  - 


798 

537 

2669 

1949 

*943 

1363 

1272 

1004 

St.  Mary  Mington  - - 

St.  Mary  Whitechappel 

Rotherhith  Pariih - 

.  Stepney  Pariih 


696 

4766 

304 


593 

3855 

210 


In  the  1 2  Parijhes  in  the  outer  Parts,  Total  of  the  Funerals  28554;  Died  of  the  Plague  21420. 


8598  6583 


St.  Clements  Danes  — 
St.  Paul  Covent  Garden 


1969 

1319 

CO 

261 

St.  Martins  in  the  Fields 
St.  Mary  Savoy  - - 


4804 

303 


2883 

198 


St.  Margarets  Weftminfter 
Whereof  at  the  Pefthoufe— 


471c 


3742 
1 56 


In  the  5  Parijhes  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Weftminfter,  Total  of  the  Funerals  1 2 1 94  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  840} 

Total  of  the  Funerals  —  97  j  06. 

Died  of  the  Plague  - —  68596. 

Be fide s  many,  of  which  no  Account  w ns  given  by  the  Parijh -Clerks,  and  who  were  privately  Buried 
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